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In  Santa  Cruz ,  California 

Gay  Man  Elected 
To  City  Council 


A  Unanimous  Vote  in  Lincoln ,  Nebraska 

Human  Rights  Commission 
Supports  Gay  Amendment 


By  Jeremy  Grainger 

SANTA  CRUZ,  CA  —  An 
openly  gay  man  was  the  top  vote- 
getter  in  recent  elections  in  this 
coastal  resort  and  university  town 
as  conservatives  lost  control  of 
city  government  for  the  first  time 
ever. 

John  Laird,  a  county  adminis¬ 
trative  analyst,  and  fellow  pro¬ 
gressive  Mardi  Wormhoudt,  a 
design  consultant,  were  swept  to  a 
landslide  victory  in  the  Nov.  3 
race  for  the  three  open  city  council 
seats.  Both  easily  defeated  two  of 
a  slate  of  three  conservatives,  in¬ 
cluding  one  incumbent.  Another 
slate  member,  also  an  incumbent, 
won  reelection  by  barely  edging 
out  the  candidate  who  had 
become  most  progressives’  third 
choice  in  the  closing  weeks  of  the 
campaign. 

Laird  and  Wormhoudt  now 
join  previously  elected  council- 
members  Mike  Rotkin  and  Bruce 
Van  Allen  to  form  the  first  pro¬ 
gressive  council  majority  in  the 
city’s  history. 

Also  on  the  ballot  was  an  initia¬ 
tive,  co-authored  by  Laird,  oppos¬ 
ing  U.S.  intervention  in  El  Salva¬ 
dor.  The  measure  won  by  a  two- 
to-one  margin,  putting  Santa  Cruz 
on  record  as  one  of  the  first  muni¬ 
cipalities  in  the  country  to  oppose 
Reagan’s  policies  in  Central 
America. 

This  area’s  electoral  campaigns 
have  been  bitter  contests  in  recent 
times.  And  with  conservative  busi¬ 
ness  and  real  estate  interests  fear¬ 
ing  a  loss  of  City  Hall,  this  cam¬ 
paign  was  no  exception.  The  con¬ 
servative  slate  out-spent  each  pro¬ 
gressive  by  more  than  four  to  one. 
Campaign  budgets  totalled  12 
times  more  than  the  amounts 
raised  for  the  last  council  race 
only  two  years  ago. 

Conservatives  also  hired  an  out- 
of-town  professional  who  had 
previously  managed  big-money 
campaigns  to  defeat  both  rent 
control  and  a  measure  to  stop 
local  manufacture  of  nuclear  wea¬ 
pons  parts. 

Laird  and  Wormhoudt  ran  sep¬ 
arate  campaigns  but  both  were 
supported  by  the  same  loose  coali¬ 
tion,  which  included  gay  people, 
women,  labor,  seniors,  tenants 
and  neighborhood  activists.  Laird 
told  GCN  that  the  grassroots, 
person-to-person  effort  was  “the 


key  in  electing  the  new  council.” 
The  election  victory  “is  significant 
for  the  gay  and  lesbian  commun¬ 
ity,”  he  continued,  “not  simply 
because  I’m  gay  and  I’m  on  the 
council,  but  more  importantly  be¬ 
cause  gay  people  are  part  of  that 
broad-based  coalition.” 

Laird’s  own  community  in¬ 
volvement  and  experience  is  as 
wide  as  the  coalition  he  will  repre¬ 
sent.  The  ability  to  “bring  people 
together”  was  an  important  factor 
in  the  progressive  victory.  It  will 
be  a  needed  commodity  as  the 
council  faces  tough  problems  such 
as  Santa  Cruz’s  skyrocketing  rents 
and  a  major  housing  shortage. 
Laird  stressed  that  “this  new  era 
of  participation”  brought  on  by 
the  election  must  be  maintained 
“if  we  are  all  to  get  things  done.” 

Even  though  there  were  no 
major  gay  issues  in  the  campaign, 
Laird’s  candidacy  brought  more 
lesbians  and  gay  men  into  active 
involvement  in  city  politics.  “Gay 
people  are  concerned  with  afford¬ 
able  housing,  decent  health  care, 
neighborhood  preservation,  devel¬ 
opment  and  ail  the  other  major 
issues  we  raised  during  the  cam¬ 
paign,”  Laird  said. 

“There’s  wide  support  on  the 
council  now  for  some  kind  of  anti- 
discrimination  ordinance  based  on 
sexual  or  affectional  preference. 
That’s  significant  too,”  he  con¬ 
tinued.  “But  like  any  other 
measures  passed  by  city  council, 
we’re  going  to  have  to  demon¬ 
strate  both  need  and  community 
support.  That’s  where  coalition 
politics  becomes  so  vital.” 

Laird  feels  there’s  enormous  re¬ 
spect  among  non-gay  people  of 
both  the  left  and  the  right  for  the 
political  abilities  of  the  local 
lesbian  and  gay  community. 

During  the  campaign  many  peo¬ 
ple  anticipated,  even  feared,  that 
last-minute  anti-gay  smear  tactics 
would  be  used  by  the  opposition. 
But  the  queer-baiting  never  ma¬ 
terialized  and  the  conservative 
slate’s  campaign  manager  told  one 
reporter  that,  fearing  a  backlash, 
he  would  not  use  Laird’s  being 
gay  as  an  issue. 

Laird  believes  this  is  to  the 
credit  of  past  gay  organizing  in  the 
area.  Said  Laird,  “The  fact  that 
they  decided  not  to  queer-bait  be¬ 
cause  of  feared  repercussions  is  a 
victory  in  itself.” 


Bv  David  Morris 

LINCOLN,  NE  —  This  city’s 
Human  Rights  Commission  has 
voted  unanimously  to  recommend 
to  the  City  Council  the  addition  of 
lesbians  and  gay  men  to  those  pro¬ 
tected  by  the  existing  human  rights 
ordinance  and  to  lobby  actively 
for  the  change. 

The  decision,  reached  at  a  brief 
meeting  on  December  1,  came  two 
weeks  after  a  public  hearing  at¬ 
tended  by  some  250  people,  about 
80  percent  of  them  supporters  of 
the  amendment. 

The  current  city  ordinance  pro¬ 
hibits  discrimination  in  housing, 
employment  and  public  accommo¬ 
dations  on  the  basis  of  sex,  race 
and  religion. 

Once  the  amendment  is  formally 
proposed  by  three  city  councilors, 
it  must  be  considered  at  three  sepa¬ 
rate  council  meetings,  of  which  the 
second  will  be  a  public  hearing.  It 
is  not  known  when  the  council  will 
take  up  the  question. 

Scott  Stebelman  of  the  Lincoln 


By  Dave  Richey  and  Jose  Garcia 
SAN  FRANCISCO  — A  march 
held  here  on  Friday,  November  27 
to  commemorate  the  assassination 
in  1978  of  gay  Supervisor  Harvey 
Milk  and  Mayor  George  Moscone 
drew  a  smaller  crowd  than  organ¬ 
izers  had  hoped  for. 

Although  planners  of  the  event 
had  anticipated  a  large  number  of 
participants  in  protest  of  increas¬ 
ing  anti-gay  violence  in  the  city 
and  of  recent  instances  of  police 
harassment,  rain  and  unusually 
cold  weather  resulted  in  cancell¬ 
ation  of  the  rally  originally  sched¬ 
uled  to  take  place  at  the  end  of  the 
march  and  in  an  unexpectedly 
small  crowd  of  2,000. 


By  John  Zeh 

CINCINNATI  -  With  the 
number  of  men  arrested  on  sex 
charges  at  suburban  shopping 
malls  now  topping  60,  the  Greater 
Cincinnati  Gay  Coalition  (GCGC) 
has  gone  on  record  urging  people 
to  seek  safer  ways  to  make  contact. 

The  unanimous  resolution 
warned  that  Ohio  law  prohibits 
soliciting  as  well  as  sex  in  public 
places,  such  as  parks  and  rest¬ 
rooms.  “The  substantial  num¬ 
ber  of  persons  arrested  in  Spring- 
dale  [just  north  of  here)  for  alleged 
sexual  relations  in  public  is  a 
graphic  example  of  that  risk,”  the 
statement  reads. 

Since  the  arrests,  GCGC’s  Task 
Force  on  Violence  Against  Gays 
and  Police  Accountability  has 
received  “numerous  complaints 
of  entrapment  to  gain  arrests  and 
police  coercion  to  obtain  guilty 
pleas,”  according  to  Ted,  the 
GCGC  member  who  proposed  the 
resolution.  He  had  helped  initiate 


Coalition  for  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Civil  Rights  told  GCN  that  there 
are  three  probable  votes  in  favor 
of  the  amendment  on  the  seven- 
member  council  and  that  there 
may  be  a  fourth.  He  said  the 
November  17  Human  Rights 
Commission  hearing  set  the  stage 
for  favorable  council,  action 
because  it  “educated  a  lot  of 
people  and  sensitized  them  to  what 
the  issues  are  and  to  the  depth  of 
discrimination  in  Lincoln  and  in 
the  country.” 

The  testimony  of  gay  men  and 
lesbians,  Stebelman  said,  was 
“logical  and  dispassionate,  yet  at 
the  same  time  very  moving.” 

Mayor  Helen  Boofalis,  de¬ 
scribed  by  Stebelman  as  a  civil  lib¬ 
ertarian  on  most  issues,  has  none¬ 
theless  failed  to  express  strong  sup¬ 
port  for  the  amendment  because, 
according  to  Stebelman,  she  fears 
the  political  consequences  of  do¬ 
ing  so.  Boofalis  has  said,  however, 
that  she  will  sign  the  amendment  if 
the  council  passes  it. 


The  annual  march  has  been  a 
tradition  here  since  the  original 
spontaneous  candlelight  march  of 
50,000  from  Castro  Street  to  City 
Hall  on  the  night  of  the  assassin¬ 
ation.  A  year  later,  the  memorial 
drew  25,000  participants  and 
some  5,000  marched  last  year. 
Organizers  had  hoped  for  25,000 
participants  this  year. 

Among  the  marchers  were  pro¬ 
gressive  Supervisors  Harry  Britt, 
who  replaced  Milk,  and  Carol 
Ruth  Silver,  who  was  injured  dur¬ 
ing  the  rioting  which  occurred 
after  the  sentencing  of  Dan  White, 
the  ex-police  officer  who  shot 
Milk  and  Moscone. 

Mayor  Diane  Feinstein  joined 
the  march  for  a  few  blocks  but  left 


GCGC’s  effort  after  earlier  com¬ 
plaints  against  Cincinnati  police 
and  an  increase  in  attacks  on  gays 
by  homophobes. 

At  least  39  men  have  been 
brought  before  the  Mayor’s  Court, 
primarily  on  charges  of  sexual 
imposition  and  public  indecency. 
The  others  were  cited  for  disorder¬ 
ly  conduct,  a  charge  that  does  not 
require  a  court  appearance. 

The  arrests  came  after  a  crack¬ 
down  on  sexual  activity  in  and 
around  restrooms  in  three  area 
shopping  centers. 

GCGC’s  resolution  also  ex¬ 
pressed  its  concern  about  the  daily 
Enquirer’s  publishing  names  and 
addresses  of  the  arrested  men, 
since  it  “in  many  cases  subjected 
[them]  to  possible  public  ridicule, 
family  disgrace,  and  loss  of  em¬ 
ployment.  What  may  start  as  a 
search  for  a  sexual  partner  may 
end  with  one’s  life  being  a  pawn 
for  career  ambitions  of  police  de¬ 
tectives,  city,  and  media  officials.” 


Elaine  Carpenter,  Boofalis’s  as¬ 
sistant,  told  GCN  the  mayor  “is 
interested  in  listening  to  testimony 
that’s  presented  and  if,  in  fact, 
there  is  discrimination  in  the  city, 
[the  city  government]  would  want 
to  adopt  the  measures  appropriate 
to  eliminating  that  discrimina¬ 
tion.” 

Several  weeks  before  the  Com- 
mision  hearing,  the  Lincoln  city 
attorney’s  office  issued  an  opinion 
that  changing  the  ordinance  would 
require  state  legislative  action  or  a 
city  charter  amendment,  which 
could  be  accomplished  only  by  a 
public  vote.  The  opinion  has  no  le¬ 
gal  force,  however. 

Stebelman  said  there  is  a  possi¬ 
bility  of  a  petition  drive  to  force  a 
referendum  on  the  amendment. 

The  amendment  has  been  en¬ 
dorsed  by  more  than  20  local  and 
state  organizations,  by  two  state 
senators  from  Lincoln  and  by  the 
Lancaster  County  public  defend¬ 
er. 

—filed  from  Boston 


Memorial  Held  for  Harvey  Milk 

Sait  Franciscans  Remember 


Don’t  Do  It  in  Public, 
Cincinnati  Group  Warns 


before  the  procession  reached  City 
Hall,  where  marchers  shouted 
“Dump  Diane”  and  other  chants 
protesting  the  increasing  violence 
and  expressed  dissatisfaction 
with  Feinstein’s  performance  as 
mayor. 

Other  participants  included 
Supervisors  John  Molinari, 
Richard  Hongisto  and  Nancy 
Walker  and  state  Assembly 
members  Art  Agnost  and  Willie 
Brown. 

The  cancellation  of  the  rally 
created  some  confusion  at  City 
Hall.  Songs  by  Holly  Near  diffus¬ 
ed  the  tension  and  allowed  the 
weather  to  disperse  the  remaining 
participants. 


WCPO-TV  tried  to  interview 
those  convicted  about  the  impact 
of  the  arrests  and  publication  of 
names  but  could  find  no  one  who 
would  even  permit  silhouette  shots 
or  voice  garbling.  Jon  Esther,  who 
sought  the  interviews  after  pro¬ 
ducing  a  praise-winning  series  on 
homosexuality  the  week  the  first 
busts  were  announced,  said  men 
told  him  “horror  stories”  about 
the  effects  of  their  arrests. 


GCGC,  organized  four  years 
ago  as  a  support  umbrella  group 
for  local  gay  organizations,  warn¬ 
ed  in  its  resolution  that  the  risks  of 
public  sex  are  too  high  and  that 
“safer  alternative  places  to  meet 
people”  exist.  It  urged  people  to 
consult  the  Gay  Community 
Switchboard  for  details.  The 
switchboard  telephone  number, 
which  also  serves  as  a  hotline  for 
victims  to  report  assaults  and 
police  response,  hopes  to  expand 
its  service  to  weekends  once  more 
volunteers  are  found  and  trained. 
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News  Notes 


quote  of  the  week 

"How  fortuitous,  and  typical  of  all  romantic 
heroes,  that  Reagan’s  tax  cut  passed  Congress  on  the 
same  daythatPrioceCharles  married  Lady  Diana.  Here 
is  marriage  the  way  it  used  to  be,  a  literal  royal  family. 
Abortions  do  not  occur  in  the  romantic  novels  of  Bar¬ 
bara  Cartland  (Diana’s  step-grandmother).  Abortions 
will  not  occur  in  the  age  of  Reagan  either,  then.  Those 
who  object  that  abortion  will  still  take  place,  of 
course,  do  not  understand  the  epic  spirit.  We  are  not 
dealing  with  women;  we  are  dealing  with  Woman,  just 
as  Gilder  writes  about  Capitalism,  not  capitalists.  The 
lived  experience  of  women  in  America  is  not  merely 
irrelevant  to  the  romantic  image  of  Woman,  it  is 
counter  to  it.  As  in  economics,  it  is  just  too  bad  for 
reality.” 

—  Alan  Wolfe  in  “Ronald,  the  Romantic  Radical” 
in  the  December,  1981  Mother  Jones. 


welfare  of  a  child 

ULSTER  COUNTY,  NY  —  A  47-year-old  woman 
has  been  indicted  on  seven  counts  of  “endangering 
the  welfare  of  a  child”  by  allowing  minors  in  her 
charge  to  go  nude  if  they  wanted  to. 

The  children’s  parents  reportedly  made  frequent 
visits  to  the  house  where  the  woman  took  care  of 
them  and  approved  of  their  taking  their  clothes  off. 

The  North  American  Man/Boy  Love  Association 
(NAMBLA)  reports  that  Myrtle  Mathena,  who,  along 
with  the  rest  of  her  household,  has  been  a  practicing 
nudist  for  over  ten  years,  was  arrested  by  deputy 
sheriffs  on  October  24  after  she  told  the  local  district 
attorney  she  knew  nothing  about  sex  between  men 
and  boys  allegedly  taking  place  at  the  home.  Mathena 
had  been  questioned  after  police  seized  photographs 
showing  a  group  of  naked  children  around  a  Christ¬ 
mas  tree. 

The  district  attorney  had  threatened  to  arrest 
Mathena  unless  she  cooperated  with  a  grand  jury 
investigation  of  transgenerational  sex. 

NAMBLA  urges  that  letter  of  protest  be  sent  to 
Michael  Kavanagh,  District  Attorney,  Ulster  County, 
285  Wall  Street,  Kingston,  NY  12401. 


legal  non-recognition 

MELBOURNE,  Australia  —  A  post-operative 
transsexual  and  her  new  husband  have  had  their  mar¬ 
riage  annulled  and  have  been  convicted  of  making 
false  statements  on  their  marriage  certificate  after 
being  legally  wed  by  a  Catholic  priest. 

According  to  Campaign,  a  lesbian  and  gay  pub¬ 
lication  in  Sydney,  the  fact  that  there  is  no  legal 
recognition  of  sex  changes  led  to  the  conviction  of 
Cindy  Erica  Ryan  and  her  lover  of  three  years  after 
officials  noticed  the  details  of  their  marriage  license. 

The  two  were  released  on  bond  after  their  convic¬ 
tion. 

Campaign  quotes  gynecologist  and  obstetrician 
William  Walters  as  saying  the  lack  of  legal  status 
does  great  psychological  harm  to  transsexuals.  “If 
they  are  penalized  because  of  legal  non-recognition  of 
their  status,”  Walters  said,  “they  are  set  back  psycho¬ 
logically  in  a  very  serious  manner.  We  would  like  to 
see  the  law  changed.” 


go  west 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  Human  Rights  Foun¬ 
dation,  Inc.,  which  administers  a  number  of  programs 
aimed  at  eliminating  inaccurate  perceptions  about 
lesbians  and  gay  men,  has  announced  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Jose  Gomez  as  its  executive  director. 

A  recent  graduate  of  Harvard  Law  School,  Gomez 
had  served  previously  as  executive  assistant  to  Cesar 
Chavez,  president  of  the  United  Farmworkers  of 
America,  and  as  a  special  assistant  in  the  Los  Angeles 
area  to  California  governor  Jerry  Brown. 

While  at  Harvard,  Gomez  founded  the  Committee 
on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Issues  and  was  administra¬ 
tive  director  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and 
Defenders,  a  public  interest  law  firm  he  had  helped  to 
establish. 


uncommon  law 

MEDIA,  PA  —  A  county  court  judge  here  has 
heard  arguments  in  a  case  brought  by  a  gay  man 
seeking  to  have  his  ten-year  relationship  with  his  lover 
declared  a  common-law  marriage. 

According  to  the  Philadelphia  Gay  News,  Judge 
Joseph  DeFuria  is  expected  to  rule  within  a  few  weeks 
on  whether  John  DeSanto  is  entitled  to  a  share  of  the 
property  and  alimony  from  his  former  lover,  William 
Barnsley. 

DeSanto  claimed  in  his  testimony  that  he  and 
Barnsley  were  married  in  1970  and  that  he  had  since 
acted  as  Barnsley’s  wife.  DeSanto  admitted  however, 
that  he  had  received  welfare  payments  while  living 
with  Barnsley. 

A  friend  of  Barnsley’s  testified  that  as  far  as  he 
knew  the  two  were  only  roommates  and  that  in  any 
case  DeSanto  was  a  poor  housekeeper. 


aging  homophobia 

JACKSON,  MS  —  Homophobia  appears  to  have 
been  the  determining  factor  in  a  state  agency’s  denial 
of  a  contract  to  the  local  Gray  Panther  organization. 

The  Jackson  panthers  say  a  decision  by  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Mississippi  Planning  and  Development  District 
Area  Agency  on  Aging  not  to  award  the  contract  for  an 
ombudsman  program  to  their  organization  was  based 
on  the  fact  that  the  panthers’  project  director  is  gay. 
After  brief  presentations  by  the  two  competing  appli¬ 
cants  for  the  contract  at  a  November  11  meeting, 
agency  committee  members  reportedly  discussed  at 
length  the  fact  that  Gray  Panther  Eddie  Sandifer,  also 
a  member  of  the  Mississippi  Gay  Alliance,  would  be  in 
charge  of  the  project.  One  committee  member  said  he 
would  not  permit  a  “queer”  to  visit  him  if  he  were  in  a 
nursing  home. 

The  competing  applicant,  who  was  awarded  the 
contract,  had  not  even  discussed  concrete  plans  for 
implementing  the  program.  The  Gray  Panthers,  on  the 
other  hand,  have  conducted  an  ombudsman  program 
of  their  own  for  the  past  five  years. 

The  Gray  Panthers  are  confident  their  own 
ombudsman  program  will  continue  despite  their 
failure  to  obtain  the  $11,000  contract. 


to  intimidate  and  disrupt 

DETROIT  —  A  delegate  to  the  All  People’s 
Congress  held  here  during  the  weekend  of  October  16 
(See  GCN,  Vol.  9,  No.  16)  has  charged  that  she  was 
harassed  by  Secret  Service  agents  during  the  three- 
day  event. 

Su  Bondurant  of  Seattle,  a  delegate  from  Radical 
Women  and  the  Freedom  Socialist  Party,  says  agents 
stole  notes  she  had  been  keeping  of  the  proceedings 
for  her  delegation.  According  to  Bondurant,  two 
agents  knocked  on  her  hotel  room  door  soon  after  she 
returned  from  dinner  on  Saturday,  October  17  and  told 
her  they  had  her  papers.  The  agents  left  when 
Bondurant  refused  to  talk  to  them. 

When  she  called  the  Secret  Service  the  next  day, 
an  agent  told  her  she  would  have  to  come  to  the  office 
and  talk  to  agents  before  they  would  return  her 
papers. 

Agents  told  Bondurant’s  attorney  she  was  being 
investigated  because  a  statement  she  had  recorded  in 
her  notes  was  a  threat  to  the  president.  Bondurant 
had  included  in  her  records  a  statement  made  by  a 
speaker  at  the  opening  rally  to  the  Congress,  “Tell 
Pharoah  Reagan  to  let  our  people  go  or  face  the 
consequences  of  the  Red  Sea.” 

The  agents  later  gave  Bondurant’s  notes  to  a 
Detroit  lawyer  who  sent  them  to  her  in  Seattle. 

In  a  letter  of  protest  Bondurant  later  wrote  to  the 
Secret  Service,  she  charged,  “You  knew  perfectly  well 
that  the  Congress  was  called  to  publically  oppose  the 
administration’s  racist,  sexist,  homophobic,  pro-war, 
pro-Big  Business  and  inflationary  policies  —  policies 
which  have  sparked  sharp  dissent  from  millions  of 
Americans.  Your  agents  were  not  there  to  protect 
Reagan,  because  he  was  not  there,  but  to  intimidate 
and  disrupt  the  work  of  Congress  attendees,  in  clear 
violation  of  our  democratic  rights.” 


hurt  feelings 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  A  $1 .25  million  lawsuit  filed 
by  a  local  homicide  detective  against  a  gay  activist 
claims  a  letter  to  the  editor  the  activist  wrote  contains 
libelous  statements  against  the  detective. 

According  to  the  San  Francisco  Chronicle, 
inspector  Frank  Falzon  says  he  suffered  “loss  of  his 
reputation,  shame,  mortification  and  hurt  feelings”  as 
a  result  of  allegations  made  by  Randy  Schell  about 
Falzon’s  investigation  of  the  murder  of  Schell’s  lover 
which  occurred  in  August,  1980. 

Schell’s  letter  to  the  Bay  Area  Reporter  said 
Falzon  had  treated  the  murder  “with  little  regard”  and 
that  the  detective  had  not  acted  “  in  a  manner  be¬ 
fitting  police  officers.”  Schell  wrote  that  Falzon  had 
refused  in  his  investigation  to  enter  gay  bars  the 
victim  had  frequented. 

Schell,  who  has  been  active  in  Community  United 
Against  Violence  since  his  lover’s  murder,  said,  “I  will 
not  back  down  on  anything  I  said.” 


only  fitting 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Supervisor  Carol  Ruth 
Silver  has  intoduced  a  resolution  to  make  the  birth¬ 
place  of  Alice  B.  Toklas  a  Point  of  Historical  Interest. 

"Alice  B.  Toklas  has  been  cited  for  valor  by  the 
French  government  for  her  assistance  in  Wolrd  War 
II,”  Silver  has  commented,  “and  both  of  her  resi¬ 
dences  (rue  Christine  and  rue  de  Fleurus)  have  been 
marked  with  plaques  by  the  French  government.  It  is 
only  fitting  that  her  place  of  birth  in  San  Francisco  be 
marked  for  the  benefit  of  all  San  Franciscans  in 
knowing  their  history.*’ 

Toklas,  the  lifelong  companion  of  Gertrude  Stein, 
was  born  at  922  O’Farrell  Street  in  1877. 

After  the  status  as  Point  of  Historical  Interest  is 
granted,  a  plaque  will  be  placed  at  the  site. 


we’re  delighted 

WASHINGTON  —  The  U.S.  Senate  has  passed 
the  appropriations  bill  for  the  Legal  Services  Corpora¬ 
tion  without  the  anti-gay  amendment  attached  to  the 
House  version  of  the  bill. 

The  Corporation  provides  legal  services  to  the  in¬ 
digent  at  government  expense. 

Most  observers  had  expected  the  Senate  to  in¬ 
clude  in  the  legislation  a  provision  banning  the  use  of 
federal  funds  to  litigate  gay  rights  cases,  a  provision 
many  feel  could  be  interpreted  to  prohibit  any  federal 
assistance  to  lesbians  or  gay  men. 

An  anti-gay  amendment  to  the  House  version  was 
authored  by  Representative  Larry  McDonald  (D-GA). 

The  McDonald  amendment  could  still  become 
law,  however,  since  the  final  version  of  the  bill  will  be 
determined  by  a  conference  committee  of  both  House 
and  Senate  members. 

“I’m  not  sure  why,  in  all  candor,  the  amendment 
didn’t  come  up  [in  Senate  considerations  on  the  bill] 
—  but  we’re  delighted,”  said  Steve  Endean  of  the  Gay 
Rights  National  Lobby.  “One  factor  that  may  have 
played  a  role  is  the  intensity  of  our  Senate  supporters, 
who  fought  and  bargained  to  keep  it  out.”  Endean 
singled  out  Senator  Lowell  Weicker(R-CT),  floor  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Legal  Services  legislation  and  a  co¬ 
sponsor  of  the  Senate  gay  fair  employment  bill. 

Some  observers  doubt  that  the  Legal  Services 
Corporation,  with  or  without  the  ban  on  gay  rights 
cases,  will  survive  the  Reagan  administration’s 
budget  cuts. 


life 

BOSTON  —  A  17-year  old  youth  has  been  given  a 
life  sentence  for  the  murder  of  a  gay  man  in  Boston. 

The  Boston  Globe  reports  that  Gregory 
Diatchenko  of  the  Boston  suburb  of  Jamaica  Plain 
was  sentenced  in  Suffolk  Superior  Court  on  Friday, 
November  27  for  the  fatal  stabbing  of  John  Wharf  on 
May  9  (see  GCN,  Vol.  8,  No.  43). 

Wharf’s  body  was  found  behind  the  wheel  of  his 
car,  which  was  parked  on  Beacon  Street.  Neighbors 
reported  hearing  shouts  of  “Give  me  the  money”  and 
seeing  a  young  man  running  away  from  the  car. 

Diatchenko’s  fingerprints  were  found  in  Wharf’s 
car. 


a  bunch  of  crazy  people 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  A  U.S.  Representative  pre¬ 
viously  considered  a  staunch  supporter  of  lesbian  and 
gay  rights  was  hissed  and  booed  recently  at  a  gay  con¬ 
ference  on  the  Family  Protection  Act. 

Representative  Paul  (“Pete”)  McCloskey,  a  Re¬ 
publican  from  California’s  Twelfth  District,  left  in  dis¬ 
gust  15  minutes  after  beginning  his  keynote  address 
at  the  Coalition  for  Human  Rights  conference  and 
labelled  his  audience  “a  bunch  of  crazy  people,” 
according  to  the  Bay  Area  Reporter  ( BAR). 

McCloskey  had  told  the  audience  he  agreed  with 
that  portion  of  the  Family  Protection  Act  (FPA)  which 
would  deny  the  use  of  federal  money  for  promoting 
homosexuality  as  an  acceptable  lifestyle.  Many 
members  of  the  audience  had  reportedly  just  read  a 
National  Gay  Task  Force  (NGTF)  report  claiming  that 
the  FPA  could  mean  that  “no  person  who  is  a 
homosexual  or  who  even  intim  ated  that 
homosexuality  might  be  an  acceptable iifestyle”could 
receive  social  security,  welfare,  veterans  program  or 
student  assistance  payments. 

In  a  later  interview  with  BAR,  McCloskey  said,  “I 
am  opposed  to  the  use  of  federal  funds  to  promote, 
advocate  or  suggest  a  homosexual  lifestyle,  equally  I 
am  opposed  to  federal  funds  to  promote  heterosexual 
lifestyle.  In  my  judgement  the  gay  community  goes 
too  far  when  it  asks  for  federal  money  to  promote  a 
homosexaul  lifestyle.” 

It  is  not  known  whether  McCloskey  has  read  the 
NGTF  report. 


conference 

TAMPA,  FL  —  The  Seventh  Annual  Conference 
of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Men  will  be  held  here  March  19 
through  21. 

Hosted  by  the  University  of  South  Florida 
Gay/Lesbian  Coalition  and  the  Bay  Area  Rights  Coun¬ 
cil,  the  Conference  will  feature  singer  Robin  Tyler,  the 
movie  “Greetings  from  Washington”  and  a  tennis 
tournment  in  addition  to  workshops  and  seminars. 

For  additional  information,  write  before 
December  15  to  Conference  ’82,  Box  CTR  2466,  Uni¬ 
versity  of  South  Florida,  Tampa,  FL  33620. 


documenting  it 

DALLAS  —  The  Dallas  Gay  Political  Caucus  is 
seeking  documentation  of  discrimination  against  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  in  preparation  for  lobbying  for  a 
gay  rights  ordinance  for  the  city. 

The  Caucus  would  like  to  hear  of  cases  of  dis¬ 
crimination  in  housing,  private  and  city  employment, 
city  services  and  city  facilities. 

Cases  of  discrimination,  past  or  present,  can  be 
reported  to  the  Caucus  by  calling  (214)  826-7467. 
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A  Change  in  Style:  The  Los  Angeles  Cops 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

LOS  ANGELES  —  On  April  11,  1976,  lesbian  and  gay 
activists  in  this  city  held  a  “slave  auction”  at  the  Mark  IV 
bathhouse  to  raise  funds  for  projects  in  the  community.  A 
corps  of  105  police  officers  descended  on  the  fundraiser  in 
cars  and  helicopters  and  arrested  40  people,  mostly  on  the 
misdemeanor  charge  of  -  “promoting  involuntary  servi¬ 
tude.”  After  well-publicized  protests  by  community  leaders 
and  sympathetic  politicans,  the  city  dropped  most  of  the 
charges  and  began  to  consider  demands  for  an  investigation. 


Zev  Yaroslavsky:  “ I  think  in  general 
that  public  officials  here  in  Southern 
California  and  especially  in  the  city  of 
Los  Angeles  have  made  it  clear  that 
the  lack  of  sensitivity  that  was  more 
.  commonplace  toward  the  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  community  had  to  come  to  an 
end ,  and  I  think  that  the  law  enforce¬ 
ment  agencies  have  followed  that  wish 
by  and  large.  ” 

More  than  five  years  later,  after  countless  hearings  and 
frequent  confrontations  between  city  officials  and  the  police 
department,  the  city  council  Committee  on  Police,  Fire  and 
Public  Safety,  headed  by  liberal  councilmember  Zev 
Yaroslavsky,  issued  a  report  concluding  that  the  LAPD  had 
acted  improperly  in  the  incident. 

The  past  five  years  have  seen  a  growing  organization  on 
the  part  of  the  lesbian  and  gay  community  in  Los  Angeles  in 
its  attempt  to  establish  better  relations  with  local  law  en¬ 
forcement  agencies.  Some  see  the  slave  auction  as  a  turning- 
point  in  the  development  of  LAPD  policy  toward  gays. 

“I  think  in  general  that  public  officials  here  in  Southern 
California  and  especially  in  the  city  of  Los  Angeles  have 
made  it  clear  that  the  lack  of  sensitivity  that  was  more  com¬ 
monplace  toward  the  gay  and  lesbian  community  had  to 
come  to  an  end,  and  I  think  that  the  law  enforcement  agen¬ 
cies  have  followed  that  wish  by  and  large,”  Yaroslavsky 
recently  told  GCN. 

Stephen  Schulte,  executive  director  of  the  Los  Angeles 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Community  Services  Center  (GLCSC), 
agrees  that  the  past  few  years  have  seen  an  improvement  in 
police  practices.  “The  first  thing  that’s  noticeable  is  a 
change  in  style,”  says  Schulte,  “and  that  has  to  do  with 
everything  from  responsiveness  of  the  police  department 

Stephen  Schulte:  “ The  first  thing 
that's  noticeable  is  a  change  in  style.  " 

just  generally  to  issues  that  we  raise  as  a  community.  .  .  . 
But  there  also  has  been  a  change  in  working  relationship  and 
that’s  probably  signified  by  two  or  three  things  most  clearly. 
One  is  the  appointment  of  the  liaison.” 

Commander  Ken  Hickman  is  Community  Relations  Co¬ 
ordinator  for  the  LAPD  and  serves  as  the  department’s 
liaison  to  the  lesbian  and  gay  community.  Hickman  made 
his  debut  at  a  January,  1980  meeting  with  local  activists, 
held  during  a  wave  of  murders  compounded  by  widespread 
rumors  and  uncertainty.  The  meeting  was  given  prominent 
coverage  in  the  Los  Angeles  Times,  which  printed  an  inter¬ 


view  with  Hickman  five  days  later.  ( GCN  featured  Hickman 
in  an  interview  of  its  own  in  Vol.  8,  No.  36,  dated  April  4, 
1981.) 

The  Times  interview  met  with  mixed  reactions.  Asked  if 
he  were  gay,  Hickman  replied,  “No,  of  course  not.  ...  It 
isn’t  relevant,  but  I’m  not  now  nor  have  I  ever  been  a  card- 
carrying  homosexual.”  And  Hickman’s  reply  to  the  sugges¬ 
tion  that  the  LAPD  recruit  homosexual  officers  was  “1  just 
don’t  think  it’s  appropriate.  Then  we’d  have  to  have  special 
affirmative  action  hiring  for  people  who  like  whips  and 
feathers.”  But  Hickman’s  appointment  as  liaison  did  pro¬ 
vide  the  lesbian  and  gay  community  with  a  means  of  access 
that  had  not  existed  before. 

Six  months  ago,  a  group  of  representatives  from  various 
organizations  in  the  lesbian  and  gay  community  formed  the 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Police  Advisory  Task  Force,  a  group 
which  now  has  official  recognition  from  LAPD  Chief  Daryl 
Gates.  Duncan  Donovan,  who  represents  the  Gay  Rights 
Chapter  of  the  ACLU  on  the  Task  Force,  told  GCN  that 
“Commander  Hickman  is  a  very  interesting  kind  of  guy  if 
you  work  at  his  level.  He  is  a  professional  cop,  and  don’t  kid 
yourself  that  he’s  anything  else,  but  .  .  .  you  speak  to  him  in 
terms  of  ‘it’s  inefficient  for  a  policeman  to  beat  up  a  gay 
guy,  because  it  makes  his  work  more  difficult  in  the  long  run 
and  it  makes  convictions  impossible.” 

A  second  change,  according  to  Schulte,  is  evidenced  by 
the  fact  that  the  LAPD  now  comes  to  agencies  such  as  the 
GLCSC  for  help  in  its  investigations  of  harassment  and 
violence  directed  at  lesbians  and  gay  men.  “That  might 
sound  obvious  to  you  and  me,”  says  Schulte,  “but  it’s  a 
very  different  stance  than  they’ve  taken  in  the  past.  They’ve 
overlooked  the  obvious  in  the  past,  and  would  not  have 
come  to  us.” 

TheCopsandU 
A  Series 

Not  everyone  in  the  community  shares  Schulte’s  opti¬ 
mism,  however.  Morris  Kight,  a  long-time  Los  Angeles  ac¬ 
tivist,  holds  a  rather  critical  view  both  of  Hickman  and  of 
the  manner  in  which  community  leaders  have  chosen  to  deal 
with  the  police.  Hickman,  says  Kight,  “has  related  to  what  1 
consider  to  be  the  archconservative  side  of  our  community, 
people  who  are  most  unlikely  to  be  arrested  themselves,  or  if 
they  should  be,  because  of  their  considerable  wealth  would 
be  able  to  handle  it  very  well.  I  think  that  relating  to 
transvestitism,  transsexualists,  street  gays,  male  prostitutes, 
the  very  young  —  that  he  has  been  of  no  useful  value  in 
abating  the  oppression  of  those  persons.” 

Kight’s  emphasis  is  on  alleged  police  harassment  of  the 
gay  community.  “They  have  been  monsters.  They  have 
regularly  expressed  their  own  macho  characteristics  by  en¬ 
trapping,  enticing  gays,  by  beating  up  on  gays,  and  it  has 
been  a  nightmare  to  have  dealt  with  them.”  Kight  criticizes 
liberal  groups  like  the  Task  Force  for  being  too  conciliatory: 
“They  have  treated  the  police  as  if  they  were  special  persons. 
They  are,  but  they  should  be  confronted .  You  cannot  get 
your  liberation  by  being  eternally  pleasant  to  the  oppressor. 
It’s  perfectly  all  right  to  be  polite  to  people,  but  politeness 
and  concilation  do  not  mean  also  that  you  accept  oppression 
for  anything  more  than  what  it  is.” 


Concrete  reforms  have  been  instituted  in  recent  years  as  a 
result  of  community  pressures.  According  to  Hickman, 
recruits  at  the  police  academy  now  attend  a  class  called 
“Sociological  Issues,”  which  includes  the  utilization  of  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  as  resource  persons.  The  Civil  Service 
Commission  has  ruled  that  sexual  preference  cannot  be  con¬ 
sidered  in  determining  the  qualification  of  applicants  for 
police  jobs. 

John  O’Brien,  another  Los  Angeles  activist,  criticizes  the 
view  that  the  mere  recruitment  of  lesbian  and  gay  police  of¬ 
ficers  will  help  to  change  police  attitudes.  “There  are  a 
number  of  black  police  officers  in  the  country,  and  there  are 
a  number  of  women  police  officers  in  the  country,  but  that 
still  doesn’t  change  police  attitudes  on  racism  or  sexism  in 
general  on  those  forces.  .  .  .  Generally,  white  police  are 
racist  and  generally,  male  police  are  sexist.” 

A  few  celebrated  cases  of  friction  have  arisen  in  recent 
months,  despite  the  improvement  in  relations.  In 
November,  1980,  vice  officers  arrested  16  men  at  the 
Hollywood  Spa,  a  gay  bathhouse.  But  response  from  the 
community  was  immediate  and  strong;  the  Times  ran  a  story 
quoting  gay  leaders  charging  the  police  with  harassment, 
and  the  city  attorney  later  announced  that  because  of  insuf¬ 
ficient  evidence,  no  charges  would  be  filed.  The  case  seems 
to  indicate  a  growing  political  influence  of  the  gay  com¬ 
munity. 

O’Brien  allows  that  there  is  less  public  activity  against 
gays  and  lesbians  by  the  police  now  than  ten  years  ago,  but 
cautions  that  “to  rely  on  the  city  council  to  get  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  rights  is  a  mistake.  The  only  people  we  should  rely  on 
are  ourselves.  We  should  realize  the  fact  that  the  pressure 
we’ve  brought  on  the  city  council  and  on  the  police  has 
moved  them  back  but  it  doesn’t  mean  that  they’ve  changed 
their  attitudes.” 

“They’re  hoping,”  continues  O’Brien,  “that  with  a  new 
governor  and  with  a  growing  political  conservatism  in  the 
country,  they  can  have  their  hands  untied  to  continue  their 
old  efforts,  because  I  think  they  would  be  very  happy  to  go 
back  to  their  old  ways.” 

O’Brien  stresses  that  community  efforts  should  be  aimed 
at  education.  “That  means  all  the  new  recruits  having  a  full 
course  on  gay  and  lesbian  relations  and  studying  gay  and 
lesbian  people.  Right  now  they  include  the  gay  thing  in  an 
hour  seminar  on  all  the  other  [minority]  groups,  which  is 
poor  for  all  the  groups.  Racism  and  sexism  are  not  ended  by 

John  O'Brien:  “ There  are  a  number 
of  black  police  officers  in  the  country , 
and  there  are  a  number  of  women  po¬ 
lice  officers  in  the  country ,  but  that 
still  doesn 't  change  police  attitudes  on 
racism  or  sexism  in  general  on  those 
forces.  . .  .  Generally ,  white  police  are 
racist  and  generally,  male  police  are 
sexist. " 


a  simple  one-hour  discussion.  .  .  .  Racism  and  sexism  are 
deeply  rooted  in  society,  and  I  think  the  groups  have  to  get 
together  to  form  a  coalition  and  to  deal  with  the  police  as  to 
where  their  priorities  lie.” 

—filed  from  Boston 


NOW  Reaches  the  Homestretch  on  ERA 


By  Jit  Clark 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The 
National  Organization  for  Women 
(NOW)  designated  November  30 
to  December  7  Equal  Rights 
Amendment  Awareness  Week  as 
part  of  its  year-long  ERA  Count¬ 
down  Campaign  (see  GCN,  Vol.  8, 
No.  47).  The  organization’s  goal  is 
to  make  every  American  aware  of 
the  full  text  of  the  amendment  by 
the  end  of  December,  at  which 
time  there  will  be  only  six  months 
remaining  in  which  to  have  three 
more  states  ratify  the  58-year-old 
amendment. 

Across  the  U.S.,  members  of 
NOW,  the  largest  women’s  rights 
organization  in  the  world,  spent 
the  first  week  of  December  canvas¬ 
sing  from  door  to  suburban  door 
or  on  busy  city  sidewalks,  enlisting 
support  for  ratification. 

“All  the  polls  show  that  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  Americans  support  the 
Equal  Rights  Amendment  by  a 
two-to-one  margin,”  said  Eleanor 
Smeal,  national  president  of 
NOW,  “but  when  they  see  the  ex¬ 
act  words  [of  the  amendment]  this 
support  rises  to  80  percent.” 

The  full  text  of  the  amendment 
reads: 

Section  1.  Equality  of  rights 
under  the  law  shall  not  be  denied 
or  abridged  by  the  United  States 
or  by  any  State  on  account  of  sex. 

Section  2.  The  Congress  shall 
have  the  power  to  enforce,  by  ap¬ 


propriate  legislation,  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  this  Article. 

Section  3.  This  Amendment 
shall  take  effect  two  years  after 
the  date  of  ratification. 
Also  during  ERA  Awareness 
Week,  NOW  strategists  aim  to  re¬ 
cruit  one  million  “message  briga¬ 
des”  —  women  and  men  whom 
NOW  will  alert  when  the  ERA  is 
about  to  be  presented  for  ratifica¬ 
tion  in  the  legislature  of  one  of  the 
15  states  which  have  not  yet  passed 
the  amendment. 

Janet  Ferone  of  Boston  NOW 
explained  that  at  the  time  of  an 
“ERA  alert,”  brigaders  will  be  in¬ 
structed  to  contact  certain  key  leg¬ 
islators  in  the  state  concerned. 
“We  want  brigaders  to  write  to  in¬ 
fluential  legislators  that  have  al¬ 
ways  supported  it  as  well  as  to 
others  that  have  always  opposed 
it.  We’ll  include  [in  the  “alert” 
packets  mailed  to  brigaders]  the 
results  of  ERA  polls  done  in  their 
districts  so  that  the  brigaders  can 
mail  that  to  opposing  legislators  to 
show  them  that  the  majority  of 
their  constituents  support  the 
amendment.” 

Ferone  believes  that  state  legis¬ 
lators  pay  close  attention  to  their 
out-of-state  mail  “because  most  of 
them  are  aspiring  to  national  of¬ 
fice.  We  want  them  to  get  one  mil¬ 
lion  letters  from  ERA  message 
brigaders  so  that  they’ll  know  peo¬ 


ple  across  the  country  are  watch¬ 
ing  them.” 

As  GCN  went  to  press,  the  num¬ 
ber  of  brigaders  recruited  nation¬ 
ally  had  not  been  tallied.  Howev¬ 
er,  midweek  Ferone  commented 
that  the  response  to  the  drive  in 
Boston  “has  been  very,  very  posi¬ 
tive.” 

“National  [NOW]  predicted 
we’d  get  eight  to  ten  signatures  per 
hour;  at  Harvard  Square  we’ve 
been  getting  twice  that,”  Ferone 
said. 

Boston  NOW  canvassers  also 
appeared  at  Park  Street  Station, 
the  Downtown  Crossing  shopping 
area  and  other  centers  of  activity 
from  noon  to  2  p.m.  daily,  leaflet¬ 
ting,  distributing  copies  of  the  text 
of  the  amendment,  and  signing  up 
“brigaders.” 

Betty  Ford,  Lady  Bird  Johnson 
and  a  host  of  Hollywood  celebri¬ 
ties  including  Alan  Alda  launched 
the  Countdown  Campaign  on 
June  30  with  more  than  180  rallies 
across  the  U.S.  NOW  leaders  feel 
it  has  already  had  some  effect  on 
the  Reagan  administration;  the 
president’s  appointment  of  Judge 
Sandra  Day  O’Connor  to  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  the  next  day  “was 
a  direct  result  of  our  constant  pres¬ 
sure  on  the  Reagan  administration 
and  our  work  for  women’s  equal¬ 
ity,”  according  to  an  editor  of  the 
National  NO  W  Times. 


One  month  later,  organizers  of 
the  Countdown  Campaign  raised 
more  than  one  million  dollars  in 
ERA  Walk-a-thons  nationwide, 
according  to  Judy  Murphy  of  Na¬ 
tional  NOW.  “Hundreds  of  col¬ 
lege  students  are  committed  to 
working  for  the  amendment 
through  the  ERA  Campus  Cam¬ 
paign  which  began  in  October,” 
Murphy  added.  Ten  colleges  and 
universities  in  the  Boston  area 
have  ERA  Action  and  Message 
Brigade  teams. 

In  another  phase  of  the  cam¬ 
paign,  NOW  released  the  first  na¬ 
tionwide  advertising  campaign  for 
ratification  of  the  ERA  in  October 
with  a  series  of  “hard-hitting 
30-second  television  spots  focus¬ 
ing  on  the  economic  and  political 
realities  of  sex  discrimination,” 
according  to  Murphy.  She  de¬ 
scribed  one  of  them:  “It  opens 
with  a  shot  of  a  tombstone  and  a 
voice  saying  that  George  so-and-so 
died  today.  ‘His  credit  died  with 
him  ...  his  widow  had  a  very 
tough  time  financially.  .  .  .  Under 
the  law  she  wasn’t  an  equal  part¬ 
ner,  but  a  dependent.’  Then  the 
camera  turns  to  his  wife  Edna’s 
tomb  and  the  voice  continues, 
‘Three  weeks  ago  Edna  finally  be¬ 
came  George’s  equal.’  Then  the 
camera  shows  Eleanor  Smeal 
standing  a  little  ways  away  and  she 
says,  ‘No  woman  should  have  to 


wait  that  long.’  ” 

Murphy  said  that  another  spot 
consists  of  footage  of  cigar-smok¬ 
ing  male  politicians  bartering 
across  a  table  in  a  close,  murky 
boardroom  and  a  voice-over  say¬ 
ing,  “Two  out  of  three  Americans 
want  the  Equal  Rights  Amend¬ 
ment,  but  politicians  control  the 
votes  that  determine  whether  it  be¬ 
comes  part  of  the  Constitution. 
.  .  .  Should  a  handful  of  politi¬ 
cians  trade  away  women’s 
rights?” 

The  Equal  Rights  Amendment 
was  proposed  in  1923  by  Alice 
Paul,  a  prominent  suffragist  who 
believed  that  women’s  right  to 
equal  protection  under  the  law  was 
not  secured  by  the  14th,  or  “due 
process,”  Amendment,  and  there¬ 
fore  must  be  separately  guaranteed 
by  the  Constitution.  The  14th 
Amendment,  along  with  the  13th 
and  1 5th,  was  added  to  the  Consti¬ 
tution  to  abolish  slavery  and  ex¬ 
tend  civil  rights  to  black  people  at 
a  time  when  women  were  denied 
such  prerogatives  of  citizenship  as 
the  right  to  vote,  own  property, 
serve  on  juries,  and  practice  cer¬ 
tain  occupations. 

According  to  the  U.S.  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Civil  Rights,  the  14th 
Amendment,  as  applied  to  sex  dis¬ 
crimination  cases,  has  offered 
“uneven  and  uncertain  protection 
continued  on  page  6 
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Community  Voices 


greetings  from 
india 

Dear  GC7V, 

I  am  grateful  to  you  for  sending  me  a  subscrip¬ 
tion  form  to  your  newsletter.  My  previous  sub¬ 
scription  to  your  newsletter  was  a  “gift”  from  a 
friend  but  1  am  sorry  to  state  that  1  have  not 
received  a  number  of  issues  especially  during  the 
latter  half  of  the  subscription  period. 

However,  1  have  gone  through  all  the  issues 
that  I  have  received  and  I  have  relished  every  arti¬ 
cle  published,  especially  the  thoughtful  and 
penetrating  book  reviews.  1  would  have  also  ap¬ 
preciated  biographical  sketches  of  some  promi¬ 
nent  gays  and  more,  wider  coverage  of  gay  ac¬ 
tivities  throughout  the  world  highlighting  the 
positive  and  negative  aspects  of  the  movement.  I 
also  surmise  short  stories  or  articles  relating  to 
and  emphasising  the  qualities  of  true  relation¬ 
ships,  if  included,  will  add  to  the  variety  and  ap¬ 
peal  to  a  wider  readership. 

I  have  gone  through  some  of  the  other  gay  pub¬ 
lications  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  GCN,  in  con¬ 
trast,  is  a  much  superior  magazine  both  in  content 
and  form.  It  is  a  magazine  worthy  to  be  proud  of 
and  I  will  cherish  for  years  to  come  the  ex¬ 
periences  and  joys  that  I  have  gathered  from 
GCN. 

Wishing  you  prosperity  and  happiness, 

Your  friend  and  well-wisher 
Pranab  Coomar 
Calcutta,  India 

nolag  eats 
wheaties 

Dear  Editor, 

We  at  Boston  NOLAG  are  very  concerned 
about  the  recently  published  dialog  concerning 
NOLAG  and  wish  to  respond.  We  are  tired  of  the 
political  posturing  and  futile  blaming  behavior 
exhibited  by  our  community  in  response  to 
NOLAG’s  inactivity.  We  wish  to  move  forward 
to  make  positive  changes. 

At  an  emergency  meeting  we  decided  to  address 
the  primary  problem  of  any  fledgling  national  or¬ 
ganization:  lack  of  communication. 

1 .  We  call  for  NOLAG  activists  to  cut  the  petty 
politics  and  bullshit.  Think  before  you  write: 
Does  this  response  contribute  to  positive  change? 

2.  We  challenge  concerned  individuals  and 
groups  who  care  about  NOLAG  to  meet  with  us 
and  share  in  the  growth  of  Boston  NOLAG’s 
membership  and  success. 

3.  We  shall  affirm  our  commitment  to  com¬ 
munication  by  meeting  every  two  weeks. 

It  is  imperative  that  our  community  consider 
the  context  of  the  gestation  and  birth  of  this  pen¬ 
niless  child  we  call  NOLAG.  Who  are  we  com¬ 
paring  our  growth  to  anyhow  .  .  .  groups  formed 
in  the  sixties??  We  live  in  a  time  where  rights  that 
took  thousands  of  grass-roots  person-hours  to  get 
are  being  wiped  away  every  day.  To  quote  Rose 
and  Winter:  “This  is  a  struggle  for  survival,  not  a 
party  game.”  We  know  who  it  is  that  is  really 
holding  NOLAG  back.  Our  precious  anger  would 
be  best  spent  in  that  direction.  Focusing  it  on  our¬ 
selves  is  aiding  and  abetting  the  enemy. 

Boston  NOLAG  wishes  to  commend  the  ef¬ 
forts  of  the  National  NOLAG  volunteers  Arman¬ 
do  Gaitan  and  Marsha  Levine  in  dealing  with  the 
day-to-day  operations  of  NOLAG  and  for  suffer¬ 
ing  the  insidious  frustrations  resulting  from  na¬ 
tionwide  inactivity  (even  to  the  point  of  not  being 
able  to  get  a  copy  of  the  L.A.  delegate  mailing 
list).  We  would  challenge  GCN  readers  to  try  to 
imagine  working  for  personal  economic  survival 
and  being  dumped  with  the  responsibility  to  keep 
NOLAG  alive.  Even  with  Wheaties  in  the  mor¬ 
ning,  this  is  a  formidable  task. 

We  encourage  each  GCN  reader  to  sit  in  a  com¬ 
fortable  place,  close  her/his  eyes  and  dream  of  a 
NOLAG  as  nationally  recognized  as  the  ACLU, 
NAACP,  or  NOW.  Dream  of  little  faglets  and 
dykelings  coming  to  you  and  asking  what  it  was 
like  to  live  in  a  time  when  people  could  hate  you 
or  kill  you  because  of  who  you  loved.  We  encour¬ 
age  you  to  realize  that  the  long  term  success  of 
NOLAG  (and  its  ability  to  work  for  these 
changes)  is  hanging  in  the  balance.  We  encourage 
you  to  take  action. 

In  struggle, 

Boston  NOLAG 
Kathy  MacDonald 
Jay  Darnell 
Anne  Simon 
Maryanne  Kirkbride 


some  people’s  congress 


Dear  GCN, 

I  attended  the  All  People’s  Congress  held  in 
Detroit  on  October  16-19.  But  when  I  read  the 
Gay  Community  News  article  on  the  APC  by 
Sheryl  Parker  (Vol.  9  #16),  I  couldn’t  believe  that 
we  had  attended  the  same  conference.  I  went  to 
Detroit  hoping  that  I  would  be  able  to  exchange 
experiences  and  strategies.  Now  that  the  capitalist 
class  is  mounting  one  of  its  strongest  offensives  in 
decades  against  human  rights  and  living  stan¬ 
dards,  I  had  hoped  that  we  could  build  a  founda¬ 
tion  for  a  militant  mass  movement  that  would 
fight  the  racist, sexist  budget  cuts  and  capitalism’s 
march  toward  World  War  III.  But  instead,  we 
were  treated  to  a  conference  that  was  a  bureau¬ 
cratic  nightmare,  where  there  were  no  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  open  discussion  and  nothing  but  hour 
after  hour  of  pep-rally  type  speeches. 

I  had  worked  with  People’s  Anti-War  Mobi¬ 
lization’s  Lesbian  and  Gay  Focus  in  New  York.  1 
was  well  aware  of  the  controlling  role  that  the 
Workers’  World  Party  held  over  PAM  and,  in 
fact,  the  structure  of  the  APC.  But  I  was  hoping 
in  the  interest  of  building  a  fight-back  that  the 
WWP  would  not  bureaucratically  strangle  the 
Congress.  I  was  wrong! 

Three  very  important  things  were  needed  to 
build  the  APC  that  1  believe  were  lacking.  One 
was  the  need  to  tell  the  truth.  People  are  not 
fools.  They  can  see  the  rightward  shift  in  this 
country.  This  has  meant  increased  attacks  on  the 
working  class,  including  lesbians  and  gays.  The 
attacks  of  the  Reagan  administration  are  those  of 
the  whole  capitalist  class,  both  Democratic  and 
Republican.  The  truth  also  needed  to  be  told 
about  the  present  fight  back. 

To  listen  to  the  APC  bureaucrats,  you  would 
think  that  the  gay  movement  was  one  the  brink  of 
great  victories.  But  in  fact  the  gay  movement  is  in 
retreat  as  evidenced  in  the  rise  of  anti-gay  attacks 
and  and  the  success  of  anti-gay  legislation.  One 
only  needs  to  read  the  Gay  Community  News  to 
realize  the  severity  of  the  anti-gay  offensive.  The 
fightback  to  this  anti-gay  offensive  has  been  weak 
and  disoriented.  The  number  of  gay  organiza¬ 
tions,  thus  the  number  of  organized  gays  are 
shrinking,  not  growing.  Lesbians  and  gays  not 
only  need  to  know  what  they  are  up  against,  but 
we  also  need  an  accurate  estimation  of  our  forces. 

Secondly  the  APC  needed  an  open  discussion. 

A  defense  against  these  attacks  is  possible,  but  we 
need  to  honestly  appraise  our  movement,  its 
strengths  and  weaknesses,  the  methods  that  have 
worked  for  us,  and  those  that  have  failed.  Only 

solidarity  day 

Dear  GCN, 

I’m  writing  this  in  response  to  a  request  by  a 
GCN  reader  who  wished  to  hear  what  I  thought 
of  a  second  and  very  different  letter  to  the  editor 
sent  in  by  Nick  Maklary  contradicting  a  letter  I 
sent  in  describing  Solidarity  Day. 

I  still  stand  by  my  letter.  Here  are  some  com¬ 
ments  that  Nick  Maklary  may  have  overlooked  or 
misinterpreted,  causing  him  to  have  such  a  dif¬ 
ferent  point  of  view  than  myself. 

As  my  original  letter  states,  I  arrived  at  the 
march  at  around  3  p.m.  I  therefore  only  witnessed 
about  two  hours  of  the  rally. 

In  my  first  letter,  I  said,  “One  angry  man 
tramped  up  to  the  banner,  grabbed  the  top  of  it 
and  pulled  it  down.”  I  know  this  occurred,  and  I 
remember  ducking  to  avoid  getting  hit  with  a 
pole.  Perhaps,  in  the  course  of  a  full  day  of  this 
rally,  Maklary  missed  seeing  this  ten-second-long 
incident. 

I  saw  plenty  of  march  participants  with  beer 
cans,  acting  intoxicated  (as  observed  by  The 
Washington  Post  as  well).  Maklary  states  only 
that  no  workers  IN  HIS  FILM  were  holding  beer 
cans. 

I  mentioned  that  there  were  about  25  union 
members  ‘loosely  encircling”  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  group.  I  believe  Maklary  misinterpreted  this 
to  be  the  number  of  workers  actively  engaging  in 
conversation  with  the  gay  group  (as  opposed  to 
watching,  which  in  fact  did  only  number  five  or 
six  at  a  time. 

I  reported  hearing  “many  short  shouting  mat¬ 
ches  and  a  few  very  confrontative  heated  discus¬ 
sions.”  Maklary  mentions  how  the  tone  of  discus¬ 
sion  changed  from  angry  encounter  (what  I  had 
described)  to  pleasant,  low  key  converation.  I  was 


through  these  open  discussions  can  our  move¬ 
ment  be  built. 

And  last,  but  not  least,  we  need  a  democratic 
movement.  The  APC  was  totally  undemocratic. 
The  agenda  was  never  voted  on.  Never  were  we 
given  a  chance  to  offer  amendments  or  changes. 

The  workshops  weren’t  any  better.  In  the  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  workshop  many  motions  and  coun¬ 
ter-motions  were  raised.  There  was  an  obvious 
difference  of  opinion  on  some  issues.  We  were 
told  that  all  these  motions  would  be  incorporated 
into  a  report  to  the  main  body  for  the  next  days 
session.  We  were  told  that  there  was  no  time  for 
voting!  No  lesbian  and  gay  workshop  report  was 
ever  presented  to  the  full  session  the  next  day.  They 
lied! 

The  APC  was  in  fact  a  good  chance  to  pull  to¬ 
gether  the  beginnings  of  a  movement  that  could 
fight  the  recent  offensive  of  the  capitalist  class. 
But  instead  of  ending  with  a  feeling  of  unity,  it 
was  adjourned  amid  cries  from  the  floor  of 
“Open  the  mike!”  and  “This  congress  is  a 
farce!.”  These  dissenters  were  not  from  one  or 
two  groups  as  WWP  charged,  but  represented 
various  groups.  These  protests  for  more  demo¬ 
cracy  and  an  open  forum  show  that  many  people 
are  fed  up  with  being  railroaded. 

We  can  fight  the  capitalist  offensive  against  all 
that  is  humane  and  progressive.  We  must  unit 
ourselves  openly,  honestly  and  democratically. 
We  must  build  a  strong,  working  class  movement 
that  develops  into  a  working  class  party  and 
leadership.  Its  goal  must  be  to  unit  with  all  op¬ 
pressed  throughout  the  world  and  smash  capital¬ 
ism  everywhere,  liberating  ourselves  and  destroy¬ 
ing  the  elements  that  create  these  oppressive 
measures  against  us.  By  working  class  I  mean 
those  of  us,  the  majority  of  people.  Black,  Latin, 
Asian,  white,  gay  and  straight,  men  and  women, 
who  are  forced  to  sell  our  labor  to  the  ruling  class. 

Wonkers’  World  Party’s  use  of  the  USSR  and 
Cuba  as  model  societies  may  give  an  insight  to 
their  views  of  freedom.  We  can’t  look  to  state 
capitalist  countries  like  China,  Cuba,  and  the 
Soviet  Union  who  torture,  imprision,  and  oppress 
gay  people. 

We  must  build  a  truly  socialist  society  based  on 
our  diversity  and  fight  for  a  society  of  equality 
and  justice  for  everyone. 

Yours  in  struggle, 

Steve  Rose 

Supporter  of  the  Revolutionary  Socialist  League 
Past  PAC  chairperson  GAA/NY 
New  York,  NY 


not  fortunate  enough  to  witness  the  latter.  I  cer¬ 
tainly  won’t  deny  his  observation,  since  I  was  not 
listening  in  on  everyone’s  conversations. 

I  don’t  feel  I’m  being,  as  Maklary  infers,  “para¬ 
noid  and  looking  at  all  non-gays  as  vicious 
villains.”  I  feel  I  witnessed  blatant  homophobia. 
Surely  as  a  result  of  their  exposure  to  the  Lesbians 
and  Gays  at  the  rally,  many  Union  members  got 
some  education,  as  Maklary  was  trying  to  point 
out  by  preferring  to  emphasize  the  low  key  con¬ 
versation,  etc.  I  agree  with  the  existence  of  this 
positive  factor,  however,  as  Jennifer  Abod  men¬ 
tions  in  her  letter  on  the  subject,  the  workers’  at¬ 
titudes  had  an  overall  tone  of  “Why  were  we  all 
there  together?”  I  wasn’t  surprised  at  the  negative 
(or  hostile)  responses  she  received  from  her  ran¬ 
dom  questioning  of  workers  about  the  presence 
of  ERA  groups  at  the  rally.  The  answers  hit  the 
nail  on  the  head  as  far  as  capturing  many 
peoples’  attitudes  that  day. 

I  regret  that  Maklary  feels  I  wrote  a  “highly  in¬ 
accurate  account”  when  writing  to  GCN.  Perhaps 
it  is  possible  that  we  saw  two  separate  sets  of  oc¬ 
currences  (since  there  were  close  to  one  half 
million  people  there,  for  a  whole  day).  I  think  it’s 
more  of  a  case  of  my  seeing  this  rally  as  a  layper¬ 
son  (a  non-journalist,  as  Maklary  was  covering 
the  event  as  a  freelance  journalist),  and  as  a 
woman  participating  in  an  event.  (The  letter  was 
an  afterthought  to  share  my  opinions  and  obser¬ 
vations  which  I  wanted  to  add  to  a  not-so-detailed 
GCN  news  story.) 

If  others  have  similar  opinions  to  mine  about 
Solidarity  Day,  I’d  like  to  hear  about  them. 
Sincerely, 

Jean  VaJlon 
Washington,  D.C. 


S^vUiUic? 

We’re  always  searching 
for  NEW  talent.  Get  your 
drawings  and  cartoons 
in  GCN.  Call  Paul 
426-4469. 


p 


Premier  Screening  of  a  new  I 
documentary  film  ‘  “Pink  Tri¬ 
angle:  A  Study  of  Prejudice 
Against  Lesbians  and  Gay 
Men”  —  to  benefit  The  Gay 
Community  News  and  The 
Gay  Speakers  Bureau.  The 
film  is  made  by  local  film 
makers  and  activists.  It  will  be 
shown  at  the  Harvard  Science 
Center,  Auditorium  B,  on 
Sunday,  December  13  at  7:00 
and  9:00  p.m.  and  tickets  can 
be  purchased  at  the  door  for 
$3.00.  For  further  information 
.call  354-3677. 


Remember  your  “Special 
Message”  from  GCN ?  Many 
of  you  have  helped  us  out  by 
answering  our  appeal  for  help, 
and  “introducing  a  friend  to 
GCN.” 

Our  friends  in  Minnesota, 
Wisconsin,  Maryland,  Florida, 
Colorado,  and  Texas  have  par¬ 
ticularly  come  through  for  us. 
We’d  like  to  thank  them  espe¬ 
cially.  And  we’d  like  to  thank 
all  the  rest  of  you  who  have 
renewed  your  subscription 
and/or  found  us  new 
subscribers.  Although  we 
think  it’s  about  time  we  put 
these  Egyptians  back  into 
their  file  folder  for  another 
year,  we  hope  you’ll  continue 
to  volunteer  for  GCN. 

And  —  when  you’re  choos¬ 
ing  holiday  gifts,  please  con¬ 
sider  giving  us  a  gift  by  giving 
a  GCN  gift  subscription,  at 
special  low  rates.  See  the 
subscription  ad  in  this  issue! 
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Speaking  Out - 

Heterosexual  Narcissism 


By  Elizabeth  R.  Brown 

Case  A.  A  gay  male  doctor  comes  to  speak  at  a  forum  on  biology  and  homosexuality. 
Before  his  arrival,  several  straight  males  joke,  “Be  careful  going  to  the  bathroom  with 
him.”  After  the  lecture,  one  states,  “All  1  learned  from  that  was  the  words,  ‘I,  me,  mine’.” 
“What  do  you  expect  from  a  narcissist?” 

Case  B.  A  female  psychiatrist  asks  a  lesbian  patient,  whom  she  has  met  socially  before 
this  first  visit,  “Why  did  you  decide  to  see  me?  Was  it  sexual?” 

Case  C.  A  colleague  says,  “I  have  a  gay  girlfriend,  and  she’s  never  made  a  pass  at  me. 

1  wonder  if  I’m  not  her  type.”  Later,  I  hear  she  has  warned  a  couple  of  friends  away  from 
me  lest  I  “turn”  them  on  my  lunch  or  coffee  breaks. 

Case  D.  A  nun  at  my  former  college  comments,  “Of  course  there  are  no  lesbians  here. 
“How  can  you  be  sure?'  I  ask.  “Well,  none  of  them  have  ever  approached  any  of  us.”  One 
of  the  two  lesbian  nuns  I  know  (by  reputation  since  those  were  my  straight  days)  silently 
looks  down  at  her  dinner  plate  and  concentrates  on  her  peas. 

Case  E.  The  president  of  the  Toronto  Police  Association  is  reported  to  have  told  the 
author  of  a  report  on  police  relationships  with  the  gay  community  he  was  opposed  to  gay 
policemen  because  “they  would  be  prone  to  engage  in  overt  sex  with  each  other  .  .  .  slip 
away  to  have  sex  .  .  .  and  attempt  to  seduce  heterosexual  police.”  Later,  he  claims  to  have 
been  joking. 

All  five  cases  indicate  a  psychiatric  disease  one  might  be  uncharitably  inclined  to  call 
heterosexual  paranoia,  homophobia,  and  while  we  are  indeed  accused  of  being  paranoid  we 
are,  above  all,  accused  of  being  narcissists,  so  I’d  like  to  suggest  a  new  disease  for  psychiatric 
classification:  Heterosexual  Narcissism.  Why  are  gay/lesbian  people  the  only  ones  consid¬ 
ered  narcissists,  in  our  relationships,  in  our  jobs,  in  our  lives?  Ann  Landers  suggests  marry¬ 
ing  people  of  like  tastes  and  backgrounds;  if  we  do  it,  it’s  narcissist.  It’s  an  old  joke  that  peo¬ 
ple  often  end  up  looking  like  their  pets  (or  vice  versa!),  yet  they  are  not  accused  of  being  zoo- 
philiacs.  If  we  have  a  lover  of  the  same  sex,  never  mind  species,  it’s  narcissism. 

But  never  mind  theoretical  questions  for  the  moment.  Heterosexual  narcissists  never 
consider  the  practical  problems  inherent  to  their  assumptions:  why  would  the  doctor  in  Case 
A,  or  I,  want  to  risk  at  the  least  our  jobs  or  friendships  by  making  passes  at  the  wrong  peo¬ 
ple?  Why  would  we  want  to  “turn”  Anyone,  when  the  dangers  are  so  clear,  and  the  benefits 
hazy  —  and  why  would  we  want  straight  people  to  begin  with?  It’s  not  as  if  there  was  a  short¬ 
age  of  gay  people  around.  In  part  this  is  the  old  recruitment  theory;  yet  all  of  us  were  once 
“recruited”  into  heterosexuality.  In  the  case  of  the  nun,  she  risks  not  only  rejection  but 
anger,  status  as  an  outcast,  and  expulsion  from  the  convent.  And  how  could  the  policeman 
think  he  was  being  funny? 

Most  of  all,  why  do  these  people  think  they  are  so  irresistible?  That  sounds  like  nar¬ 
cissism  again.  Perhaps  they  believe  it  is  their  heterosexuality  that  makes  them  so  attractive, 
of  that  we  must  be  envious  and  somehow  desperately  want  to  “catch”  it  from  them. 

The  onset  of  this  illness  begins  early  in  a  child’s  development  when  the  preheterosexual 
child  is  directed  into  traditionally  male  or  female  activities  such  as  sports  for  boys  and  cook¬ 
ing  for  girls.  One  is  soon  given  to  understand  that  circle  jerks,  mutual  masterbation  and 
tomboyish  activities  must  cease  at  a  certain  age,  otherwise  it’s  both  unmentionable  and 
“funny?”  The  disease  becomes  engrained  when  involvement  with  the  opposite  sex  is  en¬ 
couraged,  and  put-downs  of  those  who  are  atypical  as  “queers”  is  encouraged.  Ultimately, 
the  male  heterosexual  becomes  verbally  or  physically  assaultive,  either  marries  and  has 
children  or  becomes  a  swinging  single  sadly  hopping  from  bar  to  bar  and  bed  to  bed,  at  the 
expense  of  his  bank  balance,  liver,  and  sexual  health  (sound  familiar?).  The  female  HN  de¬ 


rides  gay  men  as  “sissies”  (Thank  god  I’m  with  a  real  man”  is  the  way  it’s  often  put),  avoids 
lesbians  as  too  strident  and  pushy  and  a  detriment  to  the  women’s  movement  besides,  and 
meets  the  man  of  her  dreams  at  a  singles’  bar,  where  she  too  has  been  sadly  hopping.  The 
disease  in  its  advanced  stage  leads  to  the  examples  cited,  triggering  paranoia,  violence  and 
psychosis.  It  is  clearly  evident  in  such  examples  such  as  police  who  harass  the  gay/lesbian 
community,  the  undercover  agent  whose  specialty  is  entrapping  gay  men,  the  psycho¬ 
therapist  who  does  aversion  therapy,  argues  vituperatively  about  “degenerates”  and 
“perverts,”  or  argues  that  at  its  best,  homosexuality  is  a  lesser  form  of  sexuality.  Their 
language  often  becomes  shrill,  hysterical  and  vicious;  their  actions  abusive  and  frightening. 

While  one  should  pity  those  who  suffer  from  this  affliction,  their  actions  and  their  be¬ 
havior  should  not  be  condoned.  One  must  keep  in  mind  the  potential  damage  done  by  het¬ 
erosexual  narcissists;  many  of  them  manage  to  reach  positions  of  authority  in  church,  the 
government,  medicine,  or  business  worlds.  Heterosexual  narcissists  have  undoubtedly  been 
socialized  and  the  messages  “Straight  is  best”  and  “Gay  is  evil”  are  passed  on  by  medicine, 
society,  education,  and  neurotic  family  to  neurotic  family.  The  innate  supremacy  of  hetero¬ 
sexuality  is  clear  in  their  minds  yet,  in  true  narcissistic  fashion,  it  never  quite  measures  up. 
Heterosexual  relationships  are  in  sad  shape  these  days,  often  short-lived  or  superficial.  Their 
homosexual  panic  reveals  the  insecurity  underlying  their  sexuality  and  inability  to  deal  with 
warm  feelings  towards  the  same  sex.  Males  are  particularly  unable  to  feel  safe  with  close 
male  friendships.  If,  as  Freud  suggested,  we  are  all  bisexual,  then  it  is  this  unresolved  bi¬ 
sexuality  that  is  at  the  root  of  their  troubles. 

Can  this  disease  be  cured?  Due  to  the  large  number  of  militant  heterosexual  narcissists, 
the  continued  influences  upon  them,  the  deep-seated  origins  of  the  illness,  and  the  patients’ 
hostility  to  changing,  the  prognosis  is  not  good.  Though  a  case  of  severe  homophobia  has 
recently  been  reported  cured  by  a  Canadian  phobia  specialist,  this  is  the  first  such  case  and  it 
is  unknown  how  long  the  “cure”  will  last,  or  what,  if  any,  the  man’s  future  problems  will 
be.  We  have  attempted  to  educate  heterosexual  narcissists  by  example,  pressure,  threats,  lec¬ 
tures,  lawsuits,  “coming  out,”  but  they  have  retreated  into  a  panic-state,  so  strong  are  their 
defenses.  Leaving  people  alone  is  far  too  frightening  a  possibility  for  them:  they  fear  the  nu¬ 
clear  family  would  be  destroyed,  children  become  gay,  and  homosexuals  live  full  and  happy 
lives  at  the  expense  of  heterosexual  power.  As  a  psychiatrist  Otto  Kernberg  describes  the 
three  types  of  homosexual  pathology  (the  first  being  sick,  the  second  sicker),  the  happily 
functioning,  seemingly  well-adjusted  homosexual  is  probably  the  most  pathological  of  all. 
This  is  representative  of  the  you-can’t-win-for-losing  reasoning  employed  by  those  who 
have  this  disease.  While  this  panic  is  explicable  in  terms  of  the  extreme  investment  in  het¬ 
erosexuality  and  its  privileges,  it  also  makes  heterosexual  narcissists  impossible  to  treat. 

Perhaps  the  only  solution  is  a  partial,  perhaps  even  hopeless,  one:  for  those  who  do  not 
suffer  from  heterosexual  narcissism  to  be  continually  aware,  fight  back  diligently  and  cease¬ 
lessly,  and  deny  narcissists  the  right  to  run  our  lives.  Massive  re-education  programs,  legal 
sanction,  etc.,  may  help  some  sufferers;  perhaps  therapy  will  be  proven  helpful.  We  can  also 
hope  that  time  and  justice  are  on  our  side  and  that  one  day  all  people  will  truly  be  free. 

“Speaking  Out’’  is  the  column  designed  for  the  benefit  of  GCN  readers.  It  is  part  of  our 
continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage 
you  to  send  your  thoughts,  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to 
respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking  Out” 
do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  advertisers.  Write 
c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 


Community  Voices 


phobia  phobia 

Gentlepersons: 

As  a  psychotherapist  I  was  distressed  to  see  the 
rather  sensationalized  item  on  p.2  of  the  11/28 
issue  of  GCN  concerning  the  phobic  client  whose 
fears  took  the  form  of  avoiding  all  things  con¬ 
nected  with  homosexuality.  As  gay  people,  we  are 
all  too  familiar  with  social  stigma  —  the  avoid¬ 
ance,  misunderstanding,  and  ridiculing  of  people 
because  they  have  some  trait  which  is  considered 
socially  or  personally  peculiar  or  inappropriate. 
That  GCN  chose  to  print  this  article  suggests  the 
need  for  a  reminder  that  gay  people  are  not  the 
only  stigmatized  group  in  the  country. 

GCN  is  obviously  aware  that  prisoners,  ethnic 
and  racial  minorities,  and  even  radicals  are  fre¬ 
quently  stigmatized. But  people  who  are  in  therapy 
—  notwithstanding  the  social  circles  in  which  it  is 
considered  chic  —  have  also  been  stigmatized. 
The  more  extreme  or  unusual  their  symptoms,  the 
greater  the  stigma.  One  manifestation  of  this 
stigma  is  a  rather  prurient  interest  in  the  symp¬ 
toms  on  the  part  of  “normal”  people.  It  was  not 
very  long  ago  when  “normal”  heterosexuals  read 
with  a  mixture  of  fascination  and  condescension 
about  the  “strange”  behavior  of  homosexuals. 
Surely  you  remember  the  clinical  tales  of  the  fear 
of  the  opposite  sex,  the  impossibility  of  stable 
relationships,  the  compulsive  cruising,  the  addic¬ 
tion  to  radical  politics,  which  served  to  set  gay 
people  apart  from  the  mainstream,  to  make  us 
into  “Them.” 

Having  worked  for  some  years  as  part  of  the  ef¬ 
fort  to  remove  the  stigma  from  being  a  psycho¬ 
therapy  client,  I  would  urge  GCN  to  avoid  using 
sensational  case  material.  It  does  not  educate 
your  readers,  and  it  contributes  to  stigmatizing 
another  minority  group.  The  case  you  cited  does 
little  to  contribute  to  our  understanding  of  and 
dealing  with  homophobia  as  a  political  phenom¬ 
enon.  And  it  is  highly  unlikely  that  our  culture’s 
homophobia  will  be  eliminated  in  psychother¬ 
apists’  consulting  rooms.  That  is,  after  all,  one  of 
the  main  things  the  gay  movement  is  all  about. 
Sincerely, 

Joel  D.  Hencken 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  “Community 

Voices.”  If  at  all  possible,  your  letters 
should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPAC¬ 
ED.  Anonymous  letters  will  not  be  pub¬ 
lished,  but  names  will  be  withheld  upon  re¬ 
quest.  Letters  should  be  addressed  to  Com¬ 
munity  Voices,  GCN,  22  Bromfield  Street, 
Boston.  MA  02108. 


bring  on  the  cannon 

Dear  GCN, 

If  I  thought  Jeff  Keith  was  pursuing  a  purely 
personal  spat,  I  wouldn’t  respond  to  sniping  with 
cannon-fire.  He  makes  very  serious  and  unsub¬ 
stantiated  political  charges,  however,  and  1  refuse 
to  be  a  passive  target.  The  debate  concerns  gays 
and  the  left.  Keith  states  in  his  last  letter  to  GCN 
(Nov.  28)  that  his  politics  diverge  from  mine  be¬ 
cause  he  takes  issues  of  sex,  race,  and  class  more 
seriously  than  I  do.  “My  sense  of  Scott,”  writes 
Keith,  “from  my  own  observations  as  well  as  con¬ 
sulting  a  number  of  other  gay  leftists,  is  that  he 
stays  mainly  within  the  gay  movement  and  thus  is 
a  bit  narrow  in  his  viewpoint.” 

I’d  say  issues  of  sex,  race,  and  class  are  live 
issues  inside  the  gay  movement  as  well  as  outside 
it.  Yes,  I  expend  more  time  and  energy  inside  the 
gay  movement  than  (  do  in  any  other.  Why?  Be¬ 
cause  one  person  can’t  be  a  United  Front.  I  still 
don’t  trust  the  left  at  large  to  take  up  the  gay 
struggle  seriously,  and  if  at  least  some  gay  people 
do  not  make  gay  liberation  their  priority,  then  we 
simply  will  not  have  gay  liberation  at  all.  I  can 
only  guess  who  the  “other  gay  leftists”  Keith  con¬ 
sulted  with  are.  I  do  know  Keith  is  aware  of  the 
struggle  I  and  others  waged  against  the  politics  of 
the  Philadelphia  Workers  Organizing  Committee 
(PWOC).  At  the  first  Lavender  Left  conference 
of  lesbian  and  gay  socialist,  a  PWOC  spokes¬ 
woman  delivered  the  line  that  “feminism  is  racist 
and  anti-working  class.”  I  fought  that  line  as  a 
socialist-feminist:  the  real  issue  was  sexist  Stalin¬ 
ism,  and  not  “racist  and  anti-working  class” 
feminism.  I  also  fought  any  tendency  in  the 
Lavender  Left  to  give  gay  liberation  bottom¬ 
ranking,  as  though  gays  could  only  be  serious 
socialists  by  Fighting  gay  oppression  last. 

Keith  says  I  “trashed”  him  —  “he  implies  in 
print  that  I’m  some  kind  of  unread  clod.”  Keith  is 
offended  that  I  urged  him  to  read  two  books, 
both  written  by  anarchists  who  were  also  social¬ 
ists.  Keith  has  still  not  clarified  his  own  politics, 
except  to  say  anarchism  and  socialism  are  contra¬ 
dictory.  Did  he  come  to  this  conclusion  by  read¬ 
ing  Marx  and  Lenin?  I  have  not  read  every  word 
which  Marx  and  Lenin  wrote  against  anarchists, 
but  I  would  not  take  offence  if  Keith  urged  me  to 
read  more  books.  Keith  is  also  offended  that  1 
urged  him  to  clarify  his  politics  by  writing  a 
“Speaking  Out”  piece.  He  takes  that  cue  to  criti¬ 
cize  my  “middle-class  bias  .  that  all  of  usareable 
to  write  theoretical  articles  .  .  .  debating  political 
theories.” 


Keith  wants  to  have  it  both  ways.  He  has  engag¬ 
ed  me  in  a  political  debate,  but  when  his  politics 
are  challenged  he  slips  behind  a  smoke-screen  of 
anti-intellectualism.  Keith  is  neither  stupid  nor 
illiterate,  and  by  his  own  account  has  spent  “19 
years  in  leftist  struggles.”  There  is  nothing  par¬ 
ticularly  “middle-class”  about  reading,  writing, 
and  debating  political  theory  and  practice,  except 
when  the  middle  and  upper  classes  succeed  in 
keeping  other  classes  illiterate.  We  can  see  how 
the  literacy  campaign  in  Nicaragua  was  a  revolu¬ 
tionary  act.  Likewise,  we  should  be  able  to  see 
why  anti-intellectualism  is  anti-socialist. 

This  debate  began  when  1  reviewed  documents 
from  the  Socialist  Workers  Party  relating  to  gays 
and  the  left.  Now  Keith  objects  “that  someone 
who  evidently  has  qilite  an  emotional  hatred  for 
socialist  groups  is  not  a  terribly  effective  reviewer 
for  a  book  about  one  of  those  groups.”  The  fact 
is,  I’m  a  founding  member  of  the  Lavender  Left, 
a  group  of  lesbian  and  gay  socialists  of  varying 
tendencies.  The  fact  is,  I’m  also  a  member  of 
Solidarity:  A  Socialist-Feminist  Network.  Is  this 
how  I  show  my  hatred  for  socialisfgroups?  Or  is 
Keith  simply  saying  again  that  anarchists  like 
myself  cannot  be  socialists?  What  1  do  hate  is 
tyranny,  even  when  it  calls  itself  “socialist.”  The 
Socialist  Workers  Party  is  truly  tyrannical  in  its 
heterosexism.  It’s  time  for  gay  house  slaves  of  the 
straight  old  left  to  rebel. 

Finally,  I  feel  compelled  to  say  something 
about  my  class,  since  Keith  uses  it  to  chastise  me. 
My  mom,  who  taught  me  to  read  and  write,  came 
from  a  dirt-poor  “white  trash”  Florida  family.  It 
was  a  hard  climb  for  my  parents  to  reach  the 
middle-class,  and  our  family’s  fall  from  that  peak 
was  swift.  My  dad  now  works  as  a  salesman,  and 
my  mom  has  been  living  in  rented  rooms  for  eight 
years.  1  left  home  and  school  at  16,  and  worked  as 
a  janitor,  a  printer,  a  salesperson,  a  busboy,  and 
hustled  briefly  when  I  was  1 9  to  make  ends  meet .  I 
live  with  a  lover  now  who  is  a  well-paid  academic, 
but  I  make  beans  as  a  writer.  That  is  the  kind  of 
middle-class  I  come  from,  and  when  I  speak  of 
the  mechanical  left  I  have  in  mind  the  kind  of 
“class  analysis”  Jeff  Keith  obviously  makes  to 
discredit  me.  Even  if  Keith  has  impeccable  work¬ 
ing-class  credentials,  and  even  if  I  were  a  Rocke¬ 
feller,  he’d  still  have  to  answer  politics  with 
politics. 

Scott  Tucker 
Philadelphia,  PA 


john  henry  mackay 

Dear  GCN, 

Joe  Peacott’s  statement  of  individualist  anar¬ 
chism  (GCN,  Nov.  28)  is  so  beautifully  said  that 
one  hesitates  to  join  in  discussion.  But  as  a 
historian  of  the  gay  movement,  perhaps  I  may  be 
allowed  to  add  a  bit  of  background,  for,  as  Joe 
probably  knows,  but  others  may  not,  the  classic 
exponent  of  individualist  anarchism,  John  Henry 
Mackay  (1864-1933)  was  homosexual  and,  what’s 
more,  a  boy-lover. 

Mackay  developed  his  position  in  Die  Anar- 
chisten  (The  Anarchists,  1891)  and  gave  it  final 
statement  in  Der  Freiheitsucher  (The  Freedom 
Seeker,  1920),  which  many  consider  the  classic 
statement  of  individualist  anarchism.  The  first  of 
these  non-novels  was  immediately  translated  into 
English  and  other  languages;  as  a  result  of  the  re¬ 
cent  renewed  interest  in  anarchism,  The  Freedom 
Seeker  will  soon  appear  in  English,  and  a  Mackay 
Society  is  in  the  planning  stage.  Anyone  wishing 
further  information  may  contact  me  at:  Mathe¬ 
matics  Department,  Providence  College,  Provi¬ 
dence,  RI  02918. 

Hubert  Kennedy 
Providence,  RI 


Several  lesbian  publishers  have 
kindly  given  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Prisoners  Project  new 
books  or  journals  to  send  to  the 
lesbians  on  our  project.  We 
need  about  $40  worth  of  stamps 
to  send  out  these  books,  which 
these  women  are  not  able  to  get 
in  their  “prison  libraries.”  It 
costs  69*  to  send  out  each  pack¬ 
age,  a  small  price  for  building  a 
bridge  of  communication.  Or¬ 
ganizations  or  individuals  who 
are  interested  in  helping  us  get 
these  special  “holiday”  packa¬ 
ges  sent  out  can  send  stamps  or 
checks  to:  LGPP,  c/o  GCN,  22 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02108. 
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Boston  Shoppers  Guide 


Stained  Glass 

traditional  &  contemporary 
custom  designs  &  etchings 
restorations 


Joe  Fleming,  mfa 

265-2289 

evenings 


South  End  /  Boston 

apartment  rentals 
real  estate  sales 
condominiums 

Bennett/ Bowen  Assoc. 

619A  Tremont  St.,  Boston  267-5320 


GARY  BUSECK  and 
STEPHEN  ANSOLABEHERE 

ATTORNEYS 


landlord/lease  problems 
wills/probate 
real  estate  transactions 
relationship  contracts 


income  tax 
criminal  &  civil  trials 
injury  claims 

partnerships/corporatioos 


FREE  INITIAL  CONSULTATION 

426-9244 

2  Park  Square,  Boston,  MA  02116 


SILK  SCREEN  PRINTING 


Fast,  professional  service. 
High  quality  custom  work. 
No  order  too  large  or  small. 
Special  projects  considered. 

Tee  shirts,  banners,  signs  our  specialty. 

(617)426-4031 


Ralph  Bullowa/ screen  printer 


727  ATLANTIC  AVENUE  BOSTON  MASSACHUSETTS  02111 


1 


complete  lock  servicing 
dead  locks  •  police  locks 
locks  changed  and  installed 
complete  safe  servicing 
door  jambs  repaired 
and  reinforced 

Bonded 
lock  Co. 

call  bill  269-4770 
quality  work* reasonable  prices 
24  Hour  Emergency  Service 


I* if 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  tor  all  your  needs 


45  Williams  Street 
Wellesley,  Mass.  02181 
235-8500 


Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 
E.  Orleans,  Mass.  02643 
255-2600 


Call  Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 


Serving  the  Gay  Community  Since  1974  .  . . 

XAKADU  graphics 

Phototypesetting 

Visual  Display  Terminals  with  floppy  dish  memory 
Layout  and  Design  Service  and  Consultation 
Camera  Beady  Mechanicals 

David  M.  Stryker  661  -6975 

143  Albany  Street,  Cambridge 


Electrolysis 

PERMANENT  HAIR  REMOVAL 

APPOINTMENTS:  Mon  -Sat 

Days  &  Eves. 


LINDA  DIANE  JEFFERSON 

120  SUTHERLAND  RD.  #3 
BROOKLINE,  MASS.  02146 

734-5777 


healthy  teeth 


they're  a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
1259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
617  364-5500 
Mon. -Sat.  &  evenings 


Plumbing 

&heating 


Robert 
D  argon 

445-5891  G* 


jlJ5^JhVlcA  pl  &24'546 

i  <0  Women  owned  &  ope 


Women  owned  &  operated 
Free  homeowners  eounselin^ 
for  Jainaiea  Plain  buyers 
OPEN  W  EEKENDS 


FisherTravel  367-3490 


hsher  Itavei  Assoc 
Hairy  A  fishei 
111  Charles  Street 
Boston,  MA  02114 


AGENTS  FOR: 

Bermuda  Holidays 
Caribbean  Holidays 

Caribbean  Cruise 
One  Week  February  20 


Swans  Art  Treasure  Tours 
N  Y,  Theatre  Weekends 
Relais  et  Chateau  Hotels 


Ballet: 

Pushing  the  Edges 


By  David  Foushee 
“Ladies  and  gentlemen,  in  the 
tradition  of  great  Russian  ballet, 
there  will  be  some  changes  in  to¬ 
night’s  program.  .  .  .  We  regret 
that  Madame  Ida  Neverseyneyva 
will  not  perform  this  evening;  she 
has  been  called  to  replace  an  ailing 
ballerina  in  Les  Grands  Ballets 
Imperials  de  Walpole.  Please  do 
not  take  photographs  during  the 
performance;  the  flashes  remind 
some  of  the  ballerinas  of  terrible 
Bolshevik  gunfire.  We  would  also 
like  to  add  that  Madame  Tamara 
Boumdiyeva  is  iq  a  very  good 
mood  tonight.” 

Have  you  ever  seen  a  ballerina 
shimmy?  Have  you  ever  seen  a 
swan  queen  who  looked  like  Phyl¬ 
lis  Diller?  Swans  who  looked  more 
like  chickens?  Have  you  ever  seen 
dancers  slouch,  look  at  their  feet, 
jerk  about  like  wind-up  toys  and 
gossip  on  stage?  Have  you  ever 
seen  a  performer  come  out  for  an¬ 
other  curtain  call  after  the 
applause  has  completely  stopped? 
Perhaps  you  have,  but  probably 
not  with  the  elegantly  crude  intent 
of  Les  Ballets  Trockadero  de 
Monte  Carlo. 

The  Trocks  performed  on  Fri¬ 
day  and  Saturday  nights,  Nov.  27 
and  28,  at  Boston’s  Opera  House. 
The  nearly  full  houses  received 
with  enthusiasm  the  Trocks’  paro¬ 
dies  of  ballet  and  modern  dance. 
Even  the  program  notes  kept 
everyone  chuckling.  I  can’t  resist 
offering  a  few  excerpts: 

—  SUZINA  LaFUZZIOVITCH, 
famed  Country  and  Western  Baller¬ 
ina .. .  her  name  has  become  synon¬ 
ymous  with  the  ballet  I  Never  Prom¬ 
ised  You  a  Rose  Adagio. 

—  AGRIPPINA  PROBOSKOVNA, 
“La  Borzoia,”  is  one  of  the  few  bal¬ 
lerinas  who  precedes  her  own  en¬ 
trances.  This  striking  Sovietskaya 
first  surged  to  incandescence  as 
Pushova,  the  sprite  of  the  hydro¬ 
electric  station  in  the  hit  dialectical- 
realist  ballet  Power  to  the  Bratsk 
Dam-Angara  River  Project. 

—  IGOR  TEUPLEZE  defected  from 
the  Splatoff  Ballet  by  executing  an 
incredible  grand  saute  de  chatte  en 
demi  Pair  sur  position  poisson  with 
a  double  attitude  gainer  to  the  fifth 
sousou,  closing  upside  down  into  a 
half  nelson  ronde  de  jambe  par  terre 
with  an  East  Side  break. 

My  favorite,  Olga  Tchickaboum- 
skaya,  no  longer  dances  with  the 
company,  alas. 

« 

Homestretch 

continued  from  page  3 

against  sex  bias.” 

Paul’s  original  version  of  the 
ERA  read:  “Men  and  women  shall 
have  equal  rights  throughout  the 
United  States  and  in  every  place 
subject  to  its  jurisdiction.” 

In  1943,  the  Judiciary  Commit¬ 
tee,  with  Paul’s  approval,  adopted 
the  present  52-word  form  of  the 
ERA,  making  it  parallel  to  that  of 
the  19th  Amendment,  which 
granted  women  the  right  to  vote. 

—filed  from  Boston 


The  Trocks’  two  programs 
showed  knowledgeable  irrever¬ 
ence  for  a  variety  of  choreographic 
Spring  Waters,  a  daz¬ 
zling  and  frantic  display  of  acro¬ 
batics,  lampooned  the  naive  opti¬ 
mism  of  Soviet  ballets.  The  Lam¬ 
entations  of  Jane  Eyre,  with  its 
swirling  skirts,  convulsive  contrac¬ 
tions  and  hyperbolic  angst,  sug¬ 
gested  Martha  Graham’s  Lamen¬ 
tations  or  Cave  of  the  Heart.  Qui- 
tessential  Prairie  (which  had  the 
distinction  of  a  dead-baby  joke), 
brought  to  mind  Agnes  deMille’s 
Rodeo,  and  Go  for  Barocco  su¬ 
perbly  parodied  Balanchine,  from 
the  “Middle- Blue-Verging  -  On  - 
Black-And- White-Period  ...  of 
the  new  (neo)  neo-new  classic 
dance.”  The  company’s  forte  is 
obviously  classical  ballet,  how¬ 
ever,  as  evinced  by  their  interpre¬ 
tations  of  Pharaoh ’s  Daughter  (an 
extravaganza  staged  by  Petipa  in 
1862),  The  Dying  Swan,  Swan 
Lake,  Pas  de  Quatre  and  Les  Syl- 
phides. 

The  performers  were  all  credit¬ 
able  dancers  as  well  as  comedians; 
had  that  not  been  true,  the  pieces 
would  not  have  worked  as  well  as 
they  did.  Even  the  largest  of  them 
cavorted  about  en  pointe  with 
wonderful  ease,  and  the  corps 
work  was  extremely  precise  in  its 
inaccuracies:  to  make  bad  timing 
seem  funny  requires  careful 
timing.  In  place  of  the  smooth, 
flowing  ballet  line,  the  Trocks’ 
stiff  twitches  were  equally  well  or¬ 
chestrated. 

On  several  occasions,  the  audi¬ 
ence  roared  at  choreography 
which  differed  only  slightly  from 
the  original.  The  Trocks  get  most 
of  their  raw  material  from 
“straight”  choreographers.  It 
didn’t  take  much  to  make  gestures 
from  Les  Sylphides  look  like  a 
hula  dance.  The  pas  de  quatre 
from  the  second  act  of  Swan 
Lake,  was  danced  as  it  usually  is, 
granted  that  their  pas  de  chat 
made  it  look  as  if  they  had  seen  a 
mouse.  The  scene  is  supposed  to 
be  exotic  and  weird;  a  slight 
change  of  context  showed  just 
how  close  that  comes  to  silliness. 

Similarly,  Go  for  Barocco  de¬ 
lighted  the  audience  with  steps 
taken  right  from  Balanchine’s 
Agon  or  The  Four  Temperaments. 
We  don’t  watch  the  New  York 
City  Ballet  and  giggle  at  the  re- 
Continued  on  page  1 1 


behavior 
associates 
of  boston 


Serving  the  Community 

•  Weight  Control  •  Social  Skills  Training 

•  Anxiety  Reduction  •  Phobias 

•  Depression  •  Hypnosis  • 

•  Assertiveness  Training  •  Counseling 

•  Gay  and  Lesbian  Couples  Counseling 

For  a  consultation  with  one  of  our  licensed 
psychologists,  social  workers  or  career  counselors, 
call  262-9116 
Insurance  Accepted 

45  NEWBURY  STREET,  BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 
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Creating  a  People 


By  Robert  J.  Nelson 

Leo  Gallant  and  1  attended 
Marist  College  at  roughly  the 
same  time  in  the  early  seventies, 
though  we  were  there  for  different 
reasons  and  moved  in  different 
circles.  He  was  a  priest,  the  popu¬ 
lar  chaplain  at  the  small  Catholic 
liberal  arts  school  in  Poughkeep¬ 
sie,  New  York.  I  was  a  student 
there,  dutiful,  very  involved  and 
very  closeted,  what  I’d  now  call  a 
booker.  I  remember  talking  poli¬ 
tics  with  Leo  at  breakfast  in  the 
cafeteria,  bemoaning  McGovern’s 
defeat  or  Nixon’s  latest  trick.  I 
also  attended  Leo’s  lively  Satur¬ 
day  night  folk  masses,  though  the 
inebriation  of  the  student  crowd 
probably  added  more  to  the  at¬ 
mosphere  than  liberation  theology 
did. 

But  while  I  was  immersed  in 
political  science,  and  thought  of 
homosexuals  as  rare  mythological 
creatures,  Leo  was  undergoing  the 
most  profound  transformation  of 
his  career.  I  remember  the  student 
who  was  the  catalyst  in  that  trans¬ 
formation.  Danny  was  a  sopho¬ 
more  the  year  I  graduated,  very 
obviously  gay  and  the  butt  of 
many  pranks  played  by  the  sub¬ 
urban  Irish  and  Italian  kids  that 
made  up  most  of  Marist’s  student 
population.  I  often  wondered  why 
Danny  didn’t  just  deny  all  the  ac¬ 
cusations  and  rumors  that  circu¬ 
lated  about  him.  The  fact  that  he 
could  really  be  gay  somehow 
never  occurred  to  me. 

Leo  and  Danny  hit  it  off  to¬ 
gether  from  the  start,  and  remain 
close  friends  though  they  now  live 
in  different  cities.  “Danny  was  a 
quiet  kid,  but  really  enthusiastic 
about  getting  involved  in  the 
campus  ministry.  He  was  always 
hanging  around  my  house  on 
campus,”  Leo  told  me  when  I 
visited  him  recently.  “Danny  had 
lost  his  father  the  year  before,  and 
we  formed  almost  a  father-son 
relationship.  Somehow  I  always 
assumed  he  was  heterosexual, 
since  he  was  so  congenial  and 
handsome. 

“But  after  we  knew  each  other 
a  few  months,  he  came  out  to  me. 

I  guess  he  realized  we  couldn’t 
truly  be  friends  unless  I  knew  that 
one  fact  about  him.  I  tried  not  to 
show  anything  at  the  time,  but  I 
was  really  disappointed.  For  three 
days,  I  cried  and  cried,  that’s  how 
stunned  I  was.  But  finally  I  got 


hold  of  myself,  and  said  if  this  kid 
is  so  good,  then  gay  must  be  good. 

“That’s  when  I  went  to  work, 
reading  everything  I  could  lay  my 
hands  on,  consulting  priests,  gay 
leaders,  psychologists.  I  became 
convinced  that  as  a  priest  I  could 
help  gays  accept  themselves  with 
dignity  and  joy,  and  help  work  for 
their  rights  in  this  society.  I  came 
to  the  realization  that  gay  isn’t 
just  good,  it’s  sacred,  what  you 
might  call  part  of  God’s  plan.” 

Leo  did  start  a  gay  group  on 
campus,  which  was  possibly  one 
of  the  most  secretive  student  clubs 
ever  at  Marist.  A  couple  of  profes¬ 
sors  and  a  handful  of  gay  men  and 
lesbians  were  active,  until  the 
group  went  off  campus  to  become 
the  Stonewall  Society,  Pough¬ 
keepsie’s  own  liberation  group, 
which  numbered  some  hundred 
members  at  its  zenith.  But  Leo’s 
popularity  shifted  subtly  once  it 
became  known  he  was  befriending 
gays.  Some  students  stopped  com¬ 
ing  to  the  chaplain’s  residence, 
afraid  of  being  mistaken  for  gays. 
That,  plus  an  administrative 
shakeup  that  put  Leon  under  the 
residence  director  instead  of  the 
dean  of  students,  firmed  his 
resolve  to  leave  Marist. 

“I  guess  it  was  graduation  in 
1975,”  Leo  went  on.  “Danny  was 
a  sophomore  then,  and  he  was 
coming  up  from  Queens  to  see 
some  of  his  friends  graduate. 
After  the  ceremony,  he  and  I 
packed  up  the  car,  and  I  wrote 
three  copies  of  my  resignation:  to 
the  dean,  residence  director  and 
president  of  the  college.  We 
left  and  dropped  the  letters  in  a 
mailbox  in  Poughkeepsie.  I  was 
on  my  way  to  the  big  city,  to 
pursue  my  fascination  with  gay 
life. 

“I  really  had  no  job  or  place  to 
stay  in  New  York.  I  called  around, 
and  found  out  that  an  assistant  at 
St.  Andrew’s  downtown  had  per¬ 
mission  to  go  to  Europe  for  the 
summer.  So  taking  his  place  was 
my  first  job.  But  I  was  in  touch 
with  the  Marist  brothers,  who  had 
a  residence  on  West  70th  Street, 
and  they  were  pretty  excited  when  -c 
they  heard  I  was  available,  since  g 
they  needed  a  permanent  chap-  :§ 
lain.  That  got  me  my  room  and  § 
board.  Then  I  got  a  job  saying  £> 
mass  once  a  week  at  St.  Agnes  for  « 
the  nuns.  That  was  $20  a  week  or 
so,  but  it  was  enough  for  me  to  get 


around. 

Working  part-time  in  New  York 
gave  Leo  the  chance  to  establish 
his  gay  ministry,  counseling  hust¬ 
lers  but  also  going  to  the  bars  and 
discos  frequented  by  the  larger 
community.  “There  was  always  so 
much  loneliness  in  those  places,  so 
many  desperate  people,”  Leo  ob¬ 
served.  “I  wanted  to  let  people 
know  I  was  available  if  they 
needed  me.”  Leo  got  involved  in 
Dignity,  the  organization  for  gay 
Catholics,  and  helped  found  the 
Brooklyn  and  Queens  chapters. 
He  did  volunteer  work  for  Father 
Bruce  Ritter  at  Covenant  House  in 
midtown  Manhattan,  where  many 
gay  runaways  were  referred  to  him 
for  counseling.  Another  project 
was  the  Dwelling  Place,  a  shelter 
for  shopping  bag  ladies  in  Man¬ 
hattan  run  by  the  Franciscan 
sisters. 

“But  the  gay  world  was  the  one 
I  got  to  know  best.  I  hate  to  use 
the  words  ‘work  for’  or  ‘work 
with’  gays.  It  sounds  like  you’re 
working  with  a  ball  of  clay.  What 
I  was  doing  was  being  present  to 


gays,  living  with  gays,  associating 
with  gays.  I’d  walk  up  to  a 
hustler,  who  of  course  thought  I 
meant  business  and  just  take  him 
to  a  coffee  shop.  If  I  had  some 
money.  I’d  take  the  kid  to  a  show, 
anything  to  get  him  off  the  street 
for  a  couple  of  hours.  I’d  hear 
about  how  he  knew  it  wasn’t  good 
for  him  but  he  had  just  been 
picked  up  once  and  found  out 
how  easy  it  was,  and  how  he’d  get 
out  of  it  as  soon  as  he  had  some 
money.  If  all  he  needed  was 
money  to  get  home,  I’d  give  him 
bus  fare.  I  recently  convinced  one 
guy  to  go  home  to  his  folks  in 
Providence.  Some  of  these  guys 
are  so  clean-cut,  so  handsome. 
They  could  be  doing  so  much  with 
their  lives.” 

Leo  tells  me  he’d  go  out  to  the 
bars  and  discos  “just  to  be  with 
gays.  Sometimes  I’d  meet  a  guy  at 
bar  and  tell  him  to  meet  me  at  a 
park  bench  in  the  Village.  I 
wouldn’t  say  what  my  address 
was.  Sometimes  I’d  tell  them  to 
come  to  the  Church  of  the  Blessed 
Sacrament,  or  a  restaurant  down- 


Leo  in  Boston,  1981.  Building  a  community  wherever  he  goes. 


town.  And  I’d  try  to  talk  things 
out,  help  piece  things  together. 
But  one  guy  I’d  been  helping  for 
quite  a  while  committed  suicide.  I 
just  didn’t  hear  from  him  any 
more,  and  then  the  police  found 
his  body  in  the  East  River.” 

For  two  years,  Leo  also  visited 
the  gay  cell  blocks  at  Rikers 
Island,  much  to  the  consternation 
of  the  prison  chaplain,  who  com¬ 
plained  to  Leo’s  superiors.  “But 
the  real  problems  were  among  the 
prisoners,”  Leo  went  on.  “Some 
of  them  were  suicidal  even  before 
they  went  into  Rikers,  so  you  can 
imagine  what  life  was  like  for 
them.  At  least  five  of  the  inmates 
came  to  see  me  regularly  after  they 
got  out.  I  often  wondered  what 
happened  to  a  guy  named  Leslie, 
from  New  Jersey,  who  came  to  see 
me  for  quite  a  while  and  then  dis¬ 
appeared.” 

All  in  all,  Leon  seems  to  have 
avoided  difficulties  with  the  Cath¬ 
olic  hierarchy,  and  has  even 
charmed  his  superiors  at  times. 
“After  I  was  in  New  York  a  year 
or  so,  the  personnel  administrator 
for  the  archdiocese,  Monsignor 
Leonard,  called  me  in.  He  told  me 
he’d  heard  about  the  work  I  was 
doing,  and  wanted  to  pay  me  for 
it.  So  they  put  me  on  the  payroll, 
and  I  guess  Father  Paul  Shanley  in 
Boston  and  I  were  the  first  to  get 
paid  for  picking  up  hustlers!  The 
salary  order  went  all  the  way  to 
Cardinal  Cooke’s  office,  and  he 
approved  it  personally. 

“But  they  never  realized  that  I 
wasn’t  trying  to  convert  people  to 
being  straight.  I’m  sure  they 
thought  I  was  just  bringing  sinners 
back  to  the  fold,  which  is  probab¬ 
ly  what  my  superiors  think  now. 
What  they  don’t  know  won’t  hurt 
them. 

“So  in  1977  and  ’78, 1  got  about 
$300  a  month.  But  then  this  guy 
with  a  degree  in  moral  theology 
from  Rome  came  in,  and  told  me 
what  I  was  doing  looked  like  the 
Church  was  condoning  homosex¬ 
uality  and  Dignity.  Father  John 
McNeil,  who  wrote  The  Church 
and  the  Homosexual,  was  having 
problems  •  with  the  imprimatur 
about  this  time,  though  he  con¬ 
tinued  referring  people  to  me.  The 
new  guy  told  me  they  could  pay 
me  unofficially,  but  I  thought  that 
was  ridiculous.  Why  pay  me  at  all 
if  they  couldn’t  do  it  openly?  So  I 
Continued  on  Page  13 
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The  Meter  Is  Still  Runnin; 

An  Interview  with  Frank  Ripploh,  director  of  Taxi  Zum  Klo 


By  Michael  Bronski 

MB:  After  Taxi  won  the  Max  Ophuls  prize  it  was 
selected  for  the  NY  film  festival.  How  long  have  you 
been  in  the  US  promoting  the  film? 

FR:  I  started  in  San  Francisco,  and  then  to  the  New  York 
festival,  now  Boston  and  then  back  to  New  York  again. 
It's  very  interesting  because  the  reactions  differ  so  much 
from  city  to  city:  other  questions,  other  reactions.  The 
most  spontaneous  reactions  have  been  in  San  Francisco. 
I've  never  had  a  performance  like  this;  people  were 
crying  and  laughing  so  much  and  you  couldn't  hear  the 
next  line  because  they  were  so  excited.  It  came  from 
down  here  —  under  the  stomach.  In  New  York  it  is  all 
much  more  from  the  head.  They  have  to  think  before 
they  react. 

MB:  In  Boston  the  crowds  are  relatively  quiet.  Except  for 
the  pissing  scene.  Some  people  always  groan. 

FR:  In  San  Francisco  they  gave  that  scene  applause.  But 
it  was  a  very  trained  audience.  It  is  a  very  special  situ¬ 
ation  there. 

MB:  I  imagine  that  San  Francisco  would  be  the  perfect 
city  for  the  movie. 

FR:  Not  altogether.  Judy  Stone  [film  critic  for  the  SF 
Chronicle]  had  much  difficulty  with  the  movie.  She  was 
completely  confused.  At  first  she  told  me  that  the  movie 
left  her  cold  and  why  do  you  show  so- many  details.  I  told 
her  it's  not  so  many.  The  sex  you  are  speaking  about  is  3 
minutes  from  90.  The  whole  movie  is  erotic  and  I  mix  the 
other  moments  with  the  intimate.  But  she  had  real 
problems  with  the  intimate  moments.  She  kept  saying: 
"Why  do  you  show  it"  and  I  ask  her:  "why  not."  Because 
with  the  Hollywood  movies  the  camera  went  out  at  that 
moment  and  you  saw  a  lake  with  ducks  and  swans.  You 
have  to  decide  if  you  want  to  integrate  this  moment  or 
not.  And  if  you  will  not  integrate  [it],  then  you  will  have 
to  admit  that  we  have  violence,  that  we  have  porno 
movie  houses,  that  everything  we  have  in  us  is  separate. 

MB:  I  think  people  respond  to  Taxi  because  it  doesn't 
have  the  usual  narrow  focus  of  other  films. 

FR:  Exactly.  I  decided  to  make  it  this  way.  Many  people 
told  me  let  the  piss  moment  out  and  you'll  make  better 
business.  But  I  think  in  such  a  biographic  story  you 
cannot  sell  your  soul.  To  cut  it  you'll  make  a  lie  of 
yourself.  I  think  people  felt  this  moment  is  very  honest 
and  therefore  nobody  goes  out.  It's  very,  very  calm 
because  they  feel  touched,  because  in  a  way  it's  a  very 
poetic  moment. 

MB:  People  make  up  so  many  rules  of  what  is  "good"  or 
"bad"  about  sex  —  most  of  them  based  on  social  con¬ 
ditioning  and  not  even  their  experiences. 

FR:  I  think  its  impossible  to  discuss  about  whether  its  OK 
or  not  OK.  It  is  unlimitless  [sic]  between  two  persons, 
and  that's  how  it  must  be.  You  cannot  discuss  whether  it 
is  all  right  or  not  all  right.  For  me  that's  important.  I 
think  the  piss  scene  is  the  climax  of  the  movie,  I  think  it's 
wonderful.  I  think  piss  is  the  sweetest  liquid  you  could 
ever  have.  It's  important  to  show  your  own  taste  when 
you  make  a  biographic  film  and  not  to  calculate  the  taste 
of  the  audience.  People  are  shocked  when  we  kiss  after 
the  pissing:  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  punishing  him  or 
treating  him  badly,  you  kiss  afterwards  and  that's  the 
thing  that  makes  it  so  positive. 

I  think  it  is  more  political  when  you  show  your  pri¬ 
vacy.  To  open  you  private  life  and  publish  it  is  more 
political  than  to  decide:  "I  want  to  make  a  political 
movie."  Whatever  that  means,  nobody  knows  what  that 
really  is. 

MB:  In  this  country,  at  least,  many  contemporary  Ger¬ 
man  films  are  spoken  of  as  being  "political";  Rose  von 
Pruheim's  and  Fassbinder's  are  the  most  frequently 
mentioned. 

FR:  I  know  Rosa  very  well,  we  have  known  each  other 
for  years  —  I  was  acting  in  some  of  his  movies.  In  the 
1960s  Rosa's  movies  were  OK  because  the  reactions  were 
very  strong.  The  movie  called  It  is  Not  the  Homosexual 
Who  Is  Perverse  But  the  Society  In  Which  He  Lives  was  a 
provocating  movie.  It  dramatized  the  situation  and  got 
hard  reactions  from  the  gays  and  the  straights.  But  when 
you  look  now  it  is  full  of  hate.  And  it  was  OK,  in  a  way, 
to  provocate,  but  it  was  not  done  with  a  lovely  touch.  It 
was  more:  "I  want  the  provocation.  I  want  to  break  it  all 
down  with  the  straights  and  the  gays.  I  want  the 
sensational." 
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And  Rosa  isolated  himself  because  he  was  very 
egocentric.  Nobody  wants  any  longer  to  hear  what  he's 
saying.  It's  like  a  priest  always  crying  the  same  things.  I 
think  he  cannot  base  his  whole  life  on  the  fact  that  he  is  a 
gay  filmmaker.  He  showed  it  once,  OK,  and  that  was 
fine  for  the  time.  But  the  second  movie  was  a  hippy 
movie.  It  was  not  well  made.  A  TV  production  could 
make  it  better,  with  more  skill.  All  Rosa  wanted  to  do 
was  to  say  the  same  thing  again  and  again.  It  was  really 
shit.  He  thinks  a  good  movie  has  nothing  to  do  with 
technical  ability.  But  it  does  and  he  has  to  learn  profes¬ 
sional  things  otherwise  he  cannot  convince  the  audience. 

I  think  he  is  in  a  dryness  now. 

MB:  Fassbinder  began  almost  as  a  cult  director  in  Amer¬ 
ica,  but  he  has  gotten  very  popular. 

FR:  I  think  German  audiences  like  Taxi  because  it  is  not 
an  art  movie,  not  polished.  They  are  fed  up  at  times  with 
this  polished  things,  with  this  decoration.  Therefore 
Fassbinder's  Lili  Marleen,  all  right;  Maria  Braun,  a 
success;  but  now  Lola  [the  newest  Fassbinder  not  yet 
released  here]  it  was  too  much.  It  was  decoration, 
decoration,  decoration.  All  1920s,  1930s.  We  are  living 
in  the  1980s  and  Fassbinder  is  back  before  his  own  time. 
He  is  too  sad  to  jump  into  life  now.  Fassbinder  is  very 
afraid  of  sex  and  to  show  sex  in  a  movie.  He  is  very  fond 
of  Taxi,  but  he  would  never  create  a  sex  scene,  he  would 
create  100  moments  with  symbols  but  never  the  point. 

I  like  Fassbinder  because  in  a  way  he  is  very  honest. 
He  takes  drugs,  he  lives,  he  suffers,  he  cries.  He  shows 
how  ugly  he  can  be.  In  a  way  it's  a  tragedy  with  him 
because  he  gets  very  lonely.  At  times  he  cries  because 
he's  like  a  hamster  in  a  roller,  always  producing,  he 
cannot  relax.  But  that's  honest,  in  a  way,  because  he  is  a 
hardworking  man.  It  is  not  so  important  whether  it's 
good  or  not  good.  He  feels  he  has  things  to  say  and  he 
says  them. 

MB:  Taxi  has  been  a  big  hit  in  this  country.  Do  you  think 
that  contemporary  American  and  German  are  very 
similar? 

FR:  Germany  is  very  influenced  by  the  Americans.  I  live 
in  Berlin,  which  is  possessed  by  four  countries,  but  you 
only  see  the  Americans.  I  always  adore  America,  in  a 
way,  when  I  see  the  big  movies.  The  Americans,  you 
cannot  touch  because  they  are  the  best  technicians.  But  I 
think  that  the  Americans  themselves  have  trouble  with 
intimacy.  I  have  the  feeling  when  I  am  together  with 
them  that  they  seem  to  be  more  relaxed,  more 
spontaneous,  not  so  stiff,  not  so  suspicious  like  the 
Germans  who  have  deep,  deep  roots.  But  it  seems  to  be 
impossible  to  be  intimate  with  an  American.  They  are 
always  ready  to  smile  and  be  friendly  but  that  means,  I 
think,  not  much. 

When  I  first  came  here,  I  always  feel  happy  and  free 
because  it's  so  easy  to  have  a  talk.  In  Germany  when  I 
stand  around  a  gay  bar  with  a  depressive  face  I  will  stand 
till  two  in  the  morning  and  nobody  will  touch  me.  But 
here  they  come  over  and  they  give  you  drugs  because 
they  cannot  stand  that  you  are  depressive:  you  have  to 
be  up,  up,  up,  like  the  jogging. 

MB:  Do  you  find  this  so  all  over  the  country  or  are  some 
cities  different?  _ 

FR:  I  like  New  York  more  because  it's  like  a  jungle,  it's 
not  artificial.  There  are  so  many  types,  so  many  different 
people.  But  San  Francisco  is  like  a  large,  luxurious, 
ghetto  of  cultured,  professional,  middle-class  queens. 
They  all  look  like  all  the  other  clean  cut  American  Boy. 
There  is  no  culture,  no  agony.  It  is  a  very  soft  place.  It 
may  be  relaxing,  OK.  But  I  need  troubles  around  me,  to 
feel  myself.  And  I  think  that  in  NY  you  see  the  real 
contradictions  in  this  country.  I  don't  want  fo  be  a 
teacher  and  say  what  it  good  and  what  it  not  good.  But  I 
see  more  in  New  York.  In  San  Francisco  the  residents 
were  very  friendly  but  they  make  me  a  little  suspicious. 
It's  all:  "thank  you,  thank  you,  thank  you,"  and  nothing 
against,  or  even  questions. 

MB:  Why  do  you  think  that  is? 

FR:  I  think  they  are  a  little  forced  to  be  lucky  here,  they 
are  not  really  lucky,  the  whole  system  tells  you  to  be 
"up"  I  And  suddenly  when  they  are  40  they  jump  out  of 
windows  and  they  don't  know  why.  In  Germany  we  are 
not  so  easy  going  because  there  are  troubles.  Like  the 
musicals  from  Hollywood:  everything  is  always  up,  but 
it  is  only  show,  it's  a  lie.  And  in  a  way  it  has  a  magic,  a 


power,  the  big  show,  but  when  you  look  behind  it  it's 
very  empty. 

MB:  Are  these  broad  cultural  traits  you're  talking  about, 
or  personal? 

FR:  I  watch  so  many  friends  of  mine,  they  like  America; 
it's  easy,  it's  not  so  deep  with  the  roots  like  Germany. 
Then  they  have  love  affairs  with  Americans  and  they  art 
always  unhappy  because  they  say:  "we  cannot  comt 
together." 

I  think  Americans  are  interested  in  all  things  that  art 
bigger  than  life.  But  I  am  missing  real  men  in  this 
country.  I  see  strong  women,  but  I  am  missing  real  men; 
really  masculine  men.  It  is  so  strange  at  the  leather  clubs 
where  you  think  you  can  expect  really  hunky  men.  It's  sc 
plastic,  there  is  nothing  behind  the  faces,  it's  a  mask,  2 
real  mask. 

But  the  one  thing  that  I  like  here,  because  I  am  a  veiy 
humorous  person,  is  that  I  can  share  my  humor  witf 
more  persons  than  in  Germany.  The  Americans  have  z 
special  kind  of  humor:  they  can  laugh  at  themselves, 
Like  on  TV,  the  very  silly  jokes.  In  Germany  it's  all  sc 
serious.  The  German  audience  like  Taxi  because  it  is  nol 
an  art  film.  The  critics  there  come  from  the  classics.  The> 
want  only  art  and  not  reality.  A  gay  group  in  Hamburg 
refused  to  show  Taxi  in  a  gay  retrospective  because  it's 
too  private,  not  political.  In  Germany,  stars  are  not  sc 
acceptable  as  here.  Everything  must  be  a  group  decision, 
It's  horrible.  It  poisons  the  whole  meal  because  they  all 
want  to  discuss  it  and  you  are  sitting  together  discussing, 
discussing,  discussing.  A  movie  cannot  be  a  productior 
of  six  or  seven  persons,  it  can  be  only  by  one.  You 
cannot  ask  somebody:  "can  we  make  it  so."  You  musl 
know  how  you  want  it. 

MB:  What  is  the  political  situation  like  in  Germany? 

FR:  There  is  the  tendency  to  go  more  into  the  private, 
more  into  your  own  thinking;  a  tendency  to  take  control 
over  your  own  situation.  In  a  way  I  am  a  little  afraid  thal 
the  right  tendency  of  the  political  situation  in  Germany 
is  like  Reagan  here.  It  is  really  all  over. 

For  me  I  cannot  agree  with  the  Marxism  philosophy, 
It's  a  wonderful  religion  to  discuss.  But  I  think  you 
cannot  live  it,  I  know  no  country  where  Marxism  car 
work.  I  give  my  solidarity  when  it  is  a  very  concret< 
situation:  when  in  this  situation  I  can  see  that  your 
longing  and  demanding  is  OK. 

In  Berlin  we  have  many  squatters  in  empty  houses. 
That  is  a  very  political  thing  in  Berlin.  Berlin  is  burning 
at  times'  because  there  are  so  many  demonstrations. 
Inflation  is  so  fast  that  many  people  cannot  stand  it. 
Capitalism  and  exploitation  is  so  strong,  has  many 
victims.  That  is  why  I  see  the  house  possessors  as 
radicals.  They  take  strong  action. 

MB:  What  about  the  young  people,  the  students? 

FR:  The  tendency  now  is  that  the  young  generation  is  not 
very  left  or  progressive.  The  university  students  want 
their  jobs,  their  careers.  I  am  astonished  how 
conservative  and  straight  many  of  them  are.  I  think  the 
time  is  not  right  now  for  us  to  have  a  really  radical  left. 
There  are  no  great  organizations.  Students  are  now 
thinking  of  going  into  the  institutions  and  not  into  the 
streets.  And  people  who  in  the  '60s  were  throwing  stones 
are  now  the  leaders  of  industries  and  companies.  They 
don't  want  to  take  any  risks  with  their  positions.  It  is  a 
difficult  time. 

MB:  Is  there  a  strong  right  in  Germany? 

FR:  Yes.  But  the  neo-Nazi's  are  only  the  fringe  of  it.  The 
left  wing  terrorists  there  are  not  many;  they  do  not  have 
very  much  power.  But  it  is  the  punk  generation  that  I 
find  really  scary.  I  find  them  very  ugly,  full  of  hatred. 
They  wear  some  of  the  same  leather  things  that  some 
queens  wear  but  there  is  nothing  in  the  face,  it  is  blank, 
empty.  The  leather  queens  are  charming.  The  punks  do 
not  look  at  all  sexual.  They  are  only  refusing,  and  that  is 
so  boring.  They  only  say:  "no,  no."  There  is  no  fantasy, 
nothing.  Only:  "I  am  a  victim  and  you  are  shit."  It  is 
very  stupid,  a  very  lazy  point  of  view.  I  see  them  as 
examples  of  non-erotic,  non-enjoyment  parts  of  life. 

MB:  What  about  gay  politics  in  Germany? 

FR:  It  tends  to  be  more  private  now,  too.  I  was  once  in 
many  gay  groups  because  I  thought  it  was  important  to 
go.  But  what  happened?  They  were  all  refusing  the  sub¬ 
culture  because  it^was  very  commercial.  Then  thev  sav 
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that  they  refuse  all  and  will  not  have  fun  with  doming  or 
how  they  look.  We  would  spend  the  whole  night  talking 
about  Marxism,  and  what  happened?  After  discussing 
we  went  to  the  toilets,  but  alone.  They  could  not  bring 
all  those  parts  of  themselves  together,  and  it  was  boring, 
very  boring.  I  don't  think  I  would  go  back  to  many 
political  groups.  They  get  on  a  political  trip  and  get  stuck 
on  it.  And  mostly  they  cannot  fuck. 
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change  at  that  point  he  creates  in  himself.  I  think  it  can 
be  very  good  for  many  gays  to  control,  everyday,  what 
is  going  on  in  the  subculture.  But  there  is  a  circle  going 
around  and  it  is  very  empty  and  very  boring.  It  is  better 
to  have  a  dialogue  with  straights  and  to  have  a  clear 
opinion  about  your  sexuality  and  to  make  it  open. 

Many  gays  are  drunken  with  the  gay  scene.  They 
build  their  own  ghetto  —  not  the  ghetto  which  the 


society  built  around  them  —  and  that's  boring.  Here  in 
America  you  have  a  gay  TV  repair,  a  gay  laundromat, 
and  that  s  awful,  really  awful.  Gay  life  in  Germany  goes 
in  the  same  tendency  but  it  is  not  so  commercial. 

Sometimes  I  like  the  gay  paradise  with  all  its  free¬ 
doms.  I  don  t  want  Co  be  like  a  morose  priest  and  say: 
"go  outside,  go  outside,  this  is  not  good.”  But  I  am  in 
with  one  leg  not  with  both. 


MB:  Taxi  is  really  a  very  radical  movie  because  it  brings 
all  those  parts  of  a  person's  life  together.  Did  you  have 
trouble  with  it  in  Germany? 

FR:  It  came  out  at  just  the  right  moment.  One  year  ago 
we  had  a  more  liberal  feeling,  and  we  had  Cruising  and 
the  demonstrations  against  that.  We  had  La  Cage  La 
Folles,  and  that's  OK  for  the  straights,  but  Taxi  is,  a 
movie  for  liberty,  it  is  very  free. 

We  have  censorship  laws  in  Germany.  But  they  don't 
really  work  well.  When  you  give  a  movie  in  the 
commercial  houses,  you  have  to  have  an  OK  from  the 
controller.  But  if  you  go  to  the  off-scene,  no  one  really 
cares  if  it  is  controlled  or  not  controlled.  You  can  try  it 
but  you  have  to  risk  that  somebody  from  the  law  will 
come  and  stop  it.  But  after  Hiroshima,  Mon  Amour  and 
Pasolini  things  are  looser.  But  you  take  a  chance.  We 
were  afraid  of  what  might  happen  in  Berlin,  but  after 
three  days  nothing  happened  and  it  was  a  relief.  Many 
people  had  seen  it  already,  it  would  be  a  hard  decision  to 
stop  it  now. 

MB:  How  does  it  feel  to  make  a  popular  gay  movie,  and 
one  that  is  based  on  your  own  life? 

FR:  I  want  not  to  become  a  gay  pope.  You  show  it 
because  you  have  it  inside  you,  but  so  many  other  things 
are  in  me.  The  basement  fact  that  you  are  gay  is  not 
enough  to  make  a  movie.  I  have  good  friends  among  the 
straights  who  helped  me  with  the  movie.  The 
cinematographer  is  a  married  man  with  two  children, 
the  editor  is  a  straight  woman. 

I  feel,  in  a  way,  like  women  who  want  to  be  with  gay 
men  because  they  are  not  sex  objects:  I  feel  the  same 
about  straight  men.  I  feel  more  relaxed  because  I  am  not 
always  looking  to  see  if  my  muscles  are  this  way  or  my 
cock  is  that  way. 

I  have  no  special  message  because  everybody  has  to 
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Gay  Theatre  Verite - 


The  Torch  Song  Trilogy 

with  Harvey  Fierstein  and  Joel 
Crothers.  Presented  by  the 
Glines  company,  directed  by 
Peter  Pope.  At  the  Richard 
Allen  center,  36  West  62d  St. 
through  Dec.  7. 

by  Andrea  F.  Loewenstein 

What  makes  Harvey  Fierstein’s 
The  Torch  Song  Trilogy  especially 
important  is  that  it’s  what  we’ve 
been  waiting  for  for  so  long:  a 
positive  but  never  Pollyanish  play 
about  gays  leading  lives  which  are 
neither  some  bizarre  caricature 
taken  from  heterosexual  fantasy 
nor  even  more  nuclear  and  apple- 
pie  normal  than  any  straight  lives 
anyone  has  ever  heard  of.  The  gay 
men  in  these  three  plays  feel  a  lot 
of  pain  and  sadness,  get  into 
fights,  fall  in  love,  go  to  work, 
feel  contented,  have  sex,  and  get 
visited  by  their  mothers,  among 
other  thing.  These  routine  aspects 
of  gay  life  haven’t  been  portrayed 
convincingly  on  stage  (or  in  film) 
much  at  all. 

I  certainly  don’t  mean  to  imply 
that  there  are  a  lot  of  contempor¬ 
ary  plays  about  straights  leading 
their  lives  in  this  way  —  the  last 
few  I’ve  seen  have  either  been 
poisonously  cute  little  things,  with 
the  characters  engaging  exclusive1 
ly  in  witty  reparteee;  or  else  deadly 
interludes  in  which  the  characters 
repeated  the  same  meaningless 
lines  over  and  over  again  until  we 
are  forced  to  admit  that  alas,  life 


is  like  this:  meaningless  and 
boring,  and  nobody  really  ever 
says  anything  interesting  or  new. 

Fierstein’s  plays  are  about 
people  who  sound  real  rather  than 
like  robots  or  symbols,  but  they 
move  with  an  intensity  and  high 
energy  level  that  you  just  don’t  get 
in  your  typical  slice-of-life.  The 
“Trilogy”  is  special  in  much  the 
same  way  the  film  Taxi  to  the 
Toilet  is  special,  not  only  because 
it  is  about  gays,  but  also  because 
it’s  the  kind  of  film  I’ve  always 
fantasized  making  —  a  film  which 
shows  real  life soclearly  that  see¬ 
ing  it  is  almost  like  living  it.  Only 
watching  it  is  always  fascinating, 
unlike  your  home-movie  type  of 
film,  which  may  be  realistic  but  is 
boring  as  hell. 

The  three  plays  which  make  up 
The  Torch  Song  Trilogy  follow 
Arnold  Beck hoff,  drag-queen  and 
performer  by  vocation,  and  a 
mensch  by  personality,  over  a 
period  of  several  years,  concen¬ 
trating  on  Arnold’s  relationship 
with  Ed,  whom  he  meets  in  the 
first  play,  “The  International 
Stud.”  Each  play  can  stand  on  its 
own  (each  was  originally  perform¬ 
ed  by  La  Mama),  but  seeing  them 
back  to  back  is  extraordinary.  The 
whole  trilogy  is  four  and  a  half 
hours  long,  and  I  did  get  tired,  but 
I  never  got  bored. 

The  acting  in  “Torchsong”  is 
of  an  almost  uniformly  high  qual¬ 
ity.  I  was  glad  that  I  had  read  the 


plays  before  seeing  them,  because 
Harvey  Fierstein’s  presence  on 
stage  as  Arnold  is  so  outstanding 
that  I  wondered  at  times  whether 
he  could  have  held  the  audience 
simply  by  improvising.  In  several 
scenes,  especially  in  “Internation¬ 
al  Stud,”  Fierstein  is  alone  on 
stage  speaking  to  characters  who 
aren’t  there,  and  we  never  miss 
them  at  all.  Like  Frank  Riploh 
who  wrote  and  played  himself  in 
Taxi  Zum  Klo,  Fierstein  has 
written  his  lines  and  now  he’s 
acting  them.  It’s  any  performer’s 
dream,  and  he  plays  it  to  the 
fullest. 

In  “International  Stud,”  after  a 
wonderful  monologue  about  him¬ 
self  and  his  life,  Arnold  meets  Ed, 
played  by  Joel  Crothers(who  stars 
in  TV’s  soap-opera  “Edge  of 
Night”).  His  stiff-as-a-board 
tranditionally  masculine  good 
looks  and  constrained,  stiff-upper 
lipped  portrayal  of  Ed  was  a 
wonderful  contrast  to  Fierstein’s 
androgonous,  physically  mobile 
Arnold.  Arnold  glories  in  and 
plays  with  his  Jewishness  as  he 
does  with  his  drag,  and  Ed  is  a 
dyed-in-the-wool.  After  they’ve 
been  lovers  for  four  months,  Ed’s 
parents  come  to  town,  and  he  de¬ 
cides  to  go  straight.  He  breaks  the 
news  to  Arnold  on  the  phone  in 
one  of  the  best  telephone  scenes 
I’ve  seen  on  stage.  Arnold  is  curl¬ 
ed  around  a  chair,  fighting,  and 
then  taking  in  the  bad  news  with 


his  whole  fleshy,  mobile  body  and 
face,  while  Ed  stands  stiffly  in  a 
straight  line,  barking  out  inexpres¬ 
sive  but  pained  monosyllables. 
Thoughout  the  three  plays, 
Arnold,  though  the  more  ‘femin¬ 
ine’  of  the  two,  and  the  drag 
queen,  proves  to  be  the  stronger 
and  the  one  with  more  dignity. 
Although  he  allows  his  pain  and 
his  love  for  Ed  to  show  (behavior 
which  might  well  be  taken  for 
weakness)  he  ends  by  refusing  the 
profferred  role  of  concealed 
mistress. 

“I  have  never  done  time  in  the 
closet  and  I  sure  as  hell  ain’t 
gettin’  in  one  for  you.”  (p.37) 

There’s  another  scene  in  “The 
International  Stud”  in  which 
Arnold,  alone  on  stage,  manages 
to  create  an  entire  backroom  bar. 
When  reassuring  himself  as  to  his 
own  desirability,  he  tells  himself, 
“I  know  I  got  personal  qualities 
that  put  me  above  and  beyond  the 
norm:  quick  mind,  sharp  wit, 
glowing  personality.  But  what  if  I 
don’t  glow  in  the  dark?”  (p.  32) 

This  man  who  doesn’t  look  and 
act  the  way  American  men  are 
supposed  to  has  gotten  by  on  the 
strength  of  his  wit  and  personal 
charm,  and  he’s  not  about  to  let 
go  of  these  qualities  —  not  even  in 
a  backroom  bar.  He  keeps  trying 
to  turn  and  talk  to  the  invisible 
guy  who’s  fucking  him  and  after¬ 
wards  wants  to  run  out  front 
where  he  must  be  waiting.  “I’m 


Moving  Metal 


Michelle  Wills 


By  Melissa  Wills 

On  the  eve  of  the  Boston  Open, 
a  powerlifting  team  gathered  at 
Michelle  Greenspan’s  Somerville 
home.  It  wasn’t  an  ordinary  team. 
Sponsored  by  the  New  England 
Women’s  Gym,  the  10  women 
members  represent  a  new  direction 
in  powerlifting.  Women  lifters  are 
organizing.  Their  numbers  are 
growing. 

“There  are  more  women  on  our 
team  than  have  been  at  most  other 
meets  (except  the  Nationals  and 
the  Worlds),”  Greenspan  said. 

Wearing  bright  nylon  jackets 
emblazoned  with  the  Gym’s  name, 
the  lifters  sipped  apple  juice  at 
Greenspan’s  kitchen  table.  Their 
ages  range  from  19  to  36.  Most  live 
in  Boston  communities  although 
one  member  drives  from  New 
Hampshire  to  workout  at  the 
Gym.  Four  team  members  are  vet¬ 
eran  lifters.  The  other  six  looked 
forward  to  their  first  meet,  held 
November  14th  at  the  Boston 
YMCA. 

Scheduled  to  begin  at  10  a.m. 


the  meet  was  delayed  two  hours. 
Lifters  warmed  up  only  to  stand 
around  waiting.  The  huge,  open 
gymnasium  was  cold.  Only  after 
the  competition  was  in  progress 
did  the  air  warm  up  from  body 
heat.  About  200  spectators 
watched  the  event. 

Powerlifters  are  judged  on  three 
lifts.  These  are  the  squat,  bench 
press,  and  deadlift.  The  squat  is  a 
deep  knee  bend  accomplished 
while  holding  a  barbell  across  the 
shoulders.  Execution  of  the  bench 
.  press  requires  the  lifter  to  lie  on  a 
bench  while  lowering  a  barbell 
from  an  extended  arm  position  to 
the  chest,  then  returning  it  to  the 
original  position.  Deadlifting  uses 
the  two  largest  muscle  groups,  the 
legs  and  back.  The  barbell  is 
grasped  and  lifted  from  the  floor 
with  the  lifter  reaching  an  erect  po 
sition. 

During  the  Boston  Open,  lifters 
competed  simultaneously  on  two 
platforms.  In  the  lighter  weight 
classes,  women  had  one  platform 
to  themselves.  Lighter  classes  com- 
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sure  he  really  liked  me.  He  made 
love  to  me  didn’t  he?”  (p.  32)  The 
point  here  is  not  that  Arnold  is 
pathetic  (he’s  sad,  but  never  pat¬ 
hetic)  but  rather  that  he  is  so  un- 
anonymous  —  so  emphatically 
and  warmly  individual  —  that  he 
has  to  transform  even  this  bar, 
whose  very  purpose  is  anonymity, 
into  his  kind  of  place. 

In  the  second  play,  “Fugue  in  a 
Nursery,”  Ed  has  married  Laurel, 
whom,  since  he  is  gay,  he  can 
neither  love  nor  satisfy.  Mel 
Gussow,  in  the  N.  Y.  Times 
review,  saw  it  differently:  he 
commends  Feirstein  for  dealing 
fairly  “ . . .  with  varieties  of  sexual 
orientation.  For  example, 
Arnold’s  lover... is  a  bi-sexual 
who  is  caught  between  two 
magnets.”  (Nov.  1,  1981)  While  it 
is  typical  that  a  straight  press  will 
seize  on  bi-sexuality  as  a  much  less 
threatening  phenomenon  than 
gayness,  Feirstein’s  own  point  is 
quite  different.  By  denying  his 
gayness,  Ed  has  deeply  hurt 
himself,  Arnold,  and  Laurel, 
while  Arnold,  who  has  consistent¬ 
ly  refused  to  stay  in  the  closet, 
reassures  and  nurtures  anyone. 
(The  play  gets  its  name  because  his 
lovers  call  Arnold’s  room  “The 
Nursery”  because  they  feel  so 
cared-for  there.) 

My  only  quarrel  with  “Fugue” 
is  the  portrayal  of  Laurel.  As  a 
character  she  possesses  neither 
Continued  on  page  12 


peted  first,  with  each  lifter  making 
three  attempts  at  each  lift. 

Members  of  the  N.E.  Women’s 
Gym  teach  won  three  out  of  four 
first  places  in  the  light  weight 
classes.  Liberty  Winter  (105 
pounds)  not  only  earned  a  first 
place  trophy  but  received  an  Elite 
rating  —  the  highest  in  power- 
lifting. 

Other  first  place  winners  were 
Sue  Elwyn  (114  pounds)  and  Holly 
Allaire  (132  pounds).  Elwyn,  who 
has  an  Elite  rating,  coaches  the 
Gym’s  team.  Michelle  Greenspan 
won  first  in  the  181  pound  class. 

As  the  competition  got  under 
way  for  women  in  the  heavier 
classes  (145,  165,  181  and  un¬ 
limited  pounds)  a  mishap  occured. 
Due  to  a  spotter’s  lack  of  action  in 
holding  the  weight  when  a  lifter 
lost  her  balance,  the  lifter  badly 
pulled  some  muscles.  As  she  lay  on 
the  platform,  covered  with  a  pile 
of  clothing  in  an  attempt  to  stay 
warm,  waiting  for  an  ambulance 
that  took  half  an  hour  to  arrive, 
continued  on  page  11 
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continued  from  page  10 
many  grumblings  were  heard  re¬ 
garding  the  organization  of  the 
meet.  The  spotter  was  inexper¬ 
ienced.  Such  an  accident  never 
should  have  happened. 

Dismayed,  Elwyn  said  she  and 
someone  else  from  the  Gym  were 
going  to  spot  for  her  team.  She  in¬ 
dicated  she  wanted  experienced 
people  who  knew  how  to  react  in 
crucial  situations. 

“We’re  going  to  train  everyone 
in  the  Gym  to  spot,”  Elwyn 
added.  “You  don’t  have  to  lift 
weights  to  spot.  You  just  have  to 
know  how  to  hold  the  weight  until 
the  person  is  out  from  under  it, 
then  you  ease  it  down.”  ' 

Until  the  injured  woman  was 
taken  from  the  building  and  the 
platform  was  again  accessible,  the 
meet  was  delayed.  It  was  seven 
o’clock.  Elwyn  made  a  hamburger 
run  for  her  team  which  hadn’t 
eaten  all  day.  There  was  no  telling 
when  the  meet  would  end.  Lifters 


tried  to  cheer  each  other.  Since  for 
many  it  was  their  first  powerlifting 
competition  they  were  not  about 
to  let  their  spirits  sag. 

“I  can’t  wait  to  do  the  bench 
press,”  said  Kris  Walter,  for¬ 
tifying  herself  with  french  fries.  “I 
know  I’ll  be  good  at  that.” 

The  bench  press  also  won  high 
marks  from  Corrine  Kennedy  who 
said,  “I  like  the  bench  press  — 
maybe  because  I  feel  my  upper 
body  is  stronger.  I  like  the  deadlift 
too.” 

Cat  Chase  talked  eagerly  about 
her  days  playing  rugby  with  the 
Boston  Women’s  team.  She  used 
weight  training  to  get  in  shape  for 
rugby.  “I’ve  been  powerlifting  for 
a  year,”  she  said.  “I  started  with 
Olympic  lifting  but  I  didn’t  know 
what  I  was  doing.  All  I  knew  about 
it  was  what  I  saw  on  television.” 

It  was  midnight  before  the 
women’s  competition  ended  and 
trophies  were  handed  out.  The 
men  were  still  lifting. 


In  a  telephone  interview  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day,  Elwyn  expressed  dis¬ 
satisfaction  in  the  meet  organiza¬ 
tion.  “There  were  not  enough 
spotters  and  referees,”  she  said. 
Elwyn  was  also  outraged  that  the 
women’s  181  pound  and  unlimited 
classes  were  combined  and  given  * 
only  three  trophies  instead  of  four. 

“Corrine  (Kennedy)  was 
cheated  out  of  her  trophy,”  Elwyn 
blustered.  “They  had  no  right  to 
do  that.  It  just  wasn’t  fair.” 
Kennedy  won  second  place  in  the 
181  class. 

In  another  poor  decision,  Elwyn 
said  the  women  were  almost  de¬ 
nied  an  Outstanding  Lifter  trophy, 
although  one  was  going  to  the 
men.  The  women  protested.  Only 
then  did  they  receive  the  trophy 
that  was  rightfully  theirs.  Jennifer 
Weyland  received  the  award.  The 
New  Endland  Women’s  Gym  re¬ 
ceived  the  team  championship 
trophy. 


Edges 

continued  from  page  6 
semblance  of  the  tense,  energetic 
steps  to  bump  and  grind,  or  at  the 
resemblance  of  the  staging’s  crys¬ 
talline  symmetries  to  a  gigantic 
gear-box.  Or  perhaps  we  do 
giggle.  After  the  Trocks  drag  it  all 
through  the  mud,  whether  we  still 
respect  the  original  is  a  personal 
decision. 

When  I  talked  to  the  Trocks’ 
artistic  director,  Natch  Taylor, 
several  weeks  ago  (see  GCN,  vol. 
9,  no.  19),  he  said,  on  one  hand, 
that  there  were  no  women  in  the 
troupe  because  women-  as  men 


weren’t  funny.  He  also  said  that 
the  company  didn’t  rely  on  drag 
for  laughs,  but  concentrated  more 
on  dance  itself.  These  comments 
indicate  the  different  appeals 
which  the  Trocks  have  for  audi¬ 
ences. 

There  is  something  undeniably 
funny  about  watching  a  dying 
swan  who  is  about  as  supple  as  a 
gorilla  and  almost  as  hairy.  The 
announcement,  “Ladies  and  gen¬ 
tlemen,  please  excuse  the  pause. 
The  guys  are  fixing  their  skirts,” 
also  drew  a  big  laugh.  Such  effects 
are  fleeting,  however,  and  the 


Trocks  were  .wise  not  to  dwell  on 
them. 

Although  most  of  the  comedy 
centered  around  female  dancers 
and  female  roles  (as  dance  itself 
traditionally  has),  the  pieces 
didn’t  seem  to  depend  upon  the 
fact  that  men  were  dancing  them. 
The  pas  de  deux  for  women  in  Go 
for  Barocco  was  funny  because 
one  dancer  was  much  larger  than 
the  other.  Other  than  that,  neither 
was  particularly  mannish.  Many 
of  their  ballerinas  —  Tamara 
Boumdiyeva  (who  was  particu- 
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2  Park  Square*Boston,  Massachusetts  02116*617-426-2020 


The  Radcliffe  Lesbian  Association  and 

Harvard/ Radcliffe  Gay  Students  Assoc 
_ presents 


NCE  DANCE  DAN 


Saturday,  Dec.  12,  9:00 
Science  Center  Cafe 

(just  north  of  Harvard  yard) 

$3.00  women  &  men  welcome 

Proceeds  to  benefit  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Advocates  and  Gay  Rights  National 
Lobby,  currently  fighting  "The  Family 
Protection  Act." 
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THE  GAY  GUY’S  GUIDE 

SO.  STATION  423-4340 


DIRECT  FROM  NEW  YORK  - 

Men  Come  First 
Men  Between  Themselves 


Home  Coming 
and  USDA  Choice 


Boston v  Best  Att  Male  Show ! 
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ADVERTISEMENT  PAID  FOR  BY  THE 
MARIPOSA  EDUCATION  AND 
RESEARCH  FOUNDATION 

The  signficance  of  bodily  germs  and  secretions  to 
disease  transmission  through  food  and  water  pollution 
and  public  sanitation  is  well  recognized,  whereas  — 

The  signficance  of  bodily  germs  and  secretions  to 
disease  transmission  through  sex  contact  unfortunately 
has  not  been  taught  to  the  public. 

Almost  100  years  after  universal  acceptance  of  the 
germ  theory  of  disease,  it  is  appalling  that  every  male  and 
female  is  still  not  being  taught  the  responsibility  to  wash 
genital  and  rectal  areas  before  and  after  sex  contact, 
eliminating  those  acquired  and  one’s  own  germs  and 
secretions,  in  protection  of  one’s  own  health  and  that  of 
one’s  sex  partner. 

An  important  health  factor  is  remembering  the  lower 
digestive  tract  as  a  source  of  infectious  germs  including 
those  which  may  cause  urethritis  in  the  male  and  vaginitis 
jn  the  female.  Here  are  some  highlights  from  our  widely  ac¬ 
claimed  booklet  (Available  in  English,  French  and  Spanish.) 

THE  NEW 

VENEREAL  DISEASE  PREVENTION 
FOR  EVERYONE 

Personal  Hygiene  is  Significant 
to  VD  PREVENTION  and  Good  Health 
Not  to  teach  washing  before  and  after  sex  contact  is  to  en¬ 
courage  the  spread  of  sexually  transmitted  diseases. 

PAGE  2:  PERSONAL  HYGIENE  •  WASHING 
THE  SEXUALLY  ACTIVE  MALE 

Careful  washing  after  sex  contact  will  reduce  the 
possibility  of  catching  VD.  The  germs  that  cause  syphilis 
and  gonorrhea,  as  well  as  some  other  sexually  transmitted 
diseases,  are  sensitive  to  soap  and  water. 

WASH  BEFORE  SEX  CONTACT 
FOR  HYGIENIC  PURPOSES 

IMMEDIATELY  AFTER  INTERCOURSE: 

Soap  genitals  working  a  bit  of  soft  mushy  soap  into| 
urinary  opening. 

Rinse. 

Repeat  procedure. 

Then  urinate  (which  may  sting). 

Extended  exposure  or  delay  before  washing 
diminishes  the  effectiveness  of  this  preventive  measure. 
Washing  is  doubly  important  since  even  in  the  absence  of 
syphilis  and  gonorrhea,  other  sexually  transmitted  germs 
can  cause  infections  such  as  NGU  (non-gonococcal 
urethritis)  or  NSU  (non-specific  urethritis). 

If  lubricants  are  involved  in  the  sex  act,  use  watersolu- 
bte  preparations  that  will  wash  away.  Do  not  use  an  oil 
base  that  will  leave  a  film  to  trap  the  germs. 

NOTE:  The  foreskin  that  covers  the  head  of  the  penis 
may  trap  germs  which  can  cause  infections.  Therefore, 
special  attention  should  be  given  to  washing  the  uncir¬ 
cumcised  penis. 

When  vaccines  against  gonorrhea  and  syphilis  will, 
have  been  developed,  personal  hygiene  will  remain 
necessary  to  prevent  other  sexually  transmitted  diseases: 
For  example:  A  gonorrhea  vaccine  will  not  prevent  approx¬ 
imately  half  of  the  reported  cases  of  male  urethritis  which  | 
are  not  gonorrhea. 

PAGE  3:  SOME  ASPECTS  OF  PERSONAL  HYGIENE  AND 
DISEASE  PREVENTION  FOR  MALE  AND  FEMALE 

Infectious  germs  which  are  always  found  in  the  lower 
digestive  tract  may  be  transmitted  from  the  rectum  during 
sex  activities.  Among  the  dangerous  germs  present  may 
be  the  virus  which  causes  hepatitis,  and  parasites  which 
cause  gastro  intestinal  disorders  if  they  enter  the  mouth 
(anal-oral  route). 

The  male  and  female  mucous  membranes  (especially' 
those  of  the  genito-urinary  system)  are  highly  susceptible 
to  infection  by  some  of  these  germs  from  the  rectum, 
which  may  cause  urethritis  in  the  male  and  vaginitis  in  the 
female.  For  example:  as  a  result  of  careless  wiping  from 
rectum  toward  vagina  by  the  female  after  toilet,  germs  arei 
easily  spread  to  the  vagina  where  they  may  cause  infec¬ 
tions,  and  from  which  they  may  be  transmitted  during 
vaginal  as  well  as  rectal  intercourse.  Therefore,  females 
must  not  wipe  in  the  direction  of  rectum  to  vagina  .... 

Personal  hygiene  before  and  after  sex  contact  can  be 
greatly  aided  by  the  bidet,  a  low  bathroom  fixture,  design¬ 
ed  to  facilitate  washing  for  disease  prevention  and  proper 
cleansing  after  toilet.  Not  everyone,  unfortunately,  has 
been  adequately  informed  as  to  the  advantages  of  the 
bidet.  It  is  not  found,  for-instance,  in  homes  or  hotels  in  the 
United  States,  whereas  in  many  parts  of  the  world  it  is 
widely  used  and  significant  to  personal  hygiene.  Good 
hygiene  requires  careful  washing  of  genital  and  rectal 
areas  before  and  after  sex  activities. 

Men  and  Women:  Learn  also  about — 

The  significance  during  treatment  of  no  sex  contact 
which  may  spread  the  disease,  and  particularly  during 
treatment  for  urethritis,  no  alcohol  which  may  irritate  the 
GU  system,  delaying  cure.  The  importance  of  a  follow-up 
visit  to  the  physician  to  see  if  further  treatment  is  required. 

For  the  sexually  active  male  only  —  the  germicidal 
preparation  (Sanitube’  )  for  use  after  intercourse  to  pre¬ 
vent  gonorrhea  and  syphilis,  available  in  U.S.A.  from  cer¬ 
tain  pharmacists  or  Sanitube  Co.,  Mt.  Kisco,  N.Y.  10549. 

For  the  sexually  active  female  —  certain  commercial¬ 
ly  available  vaginal  contraceptive  foams;  creams,  sup¬ 
positories  and  jellies,  which  also  have  germicidal  proper¬ 
ties  that  may  prevent  VD. 

Send  your  tax-deductible  contribution  for  a  copy  (quan-| 
tities  available.)  Help  us  educate  the  public. 

AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE 
PREVENTION  OF  VD,  INC. 

335  BROADWAY 
NEW  YORK,  NY  10013 
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continued  from  page 
refused  their  offer. 

“But  they’ve  never  forbidden 
me  to  carry  on  my  work,  and  I’ve 
never  been  condemned  for  my 
views.” 

Leo’s  move  to  New  York  coin¬ 
cided  with  my  own.  I  went  to 
graduate  school  at  Columbia, 
where  no  one  could  remain 
closeted  for  long.”  Leo  was  the 
second  person  I  came  out  to,  after 
my  brother.  I  had  remembered  an 
article  in  the  Marist  paper  about 
his  advocacy  of  gays  (it  was  ac¬ 
companied  by  a  picture  of  Leo 
facing  the  camera  and  two  stu¬ 
dents  with  their  backs  to  it)  and  so 
wrote  to  him  in  New  York.  He 
advised  me  that  if  I  felt  comfort¬ 
able  being  open,  and  wanted  to  be 
honest  with  my  parents,  the 
sooner  the  better.  I  can’t  say  that 
everyone  I  told  took  the  news  with 
the  same  equanimity,  but  it  did 
make  me  feel  less  constrained  and 
secretive. 

I  liked  Leo  and  Danny,  and  be¬ 


came  involved  with  a  splinter 
section  of  the  Dignity/New  York 
chapter.  The  problem  with  going 
to  the  large  Saturday  night  masses 
was  the  rather  forced  atmosphere 
and  cruising  that  went  on  during 
the  social  hour  afterwards.  So  Leo 
and  some  ex-Marist  gays  and 
friends  formed  a  group  that  met 
once  a  month  or  so,  each  time  in  a 
different  apartment.  We  were  a 
chatty  and  fraternal  bunch.  There 
was  occasional  incest,  but  the 
main  purpose  was  to  have  a  social 
life  independent  of  the  bars.  Mass 
was  a  part  of  the  meetings,  and 
though  by  this  time  organized  reli¬ 
gion  had  lost  any  importance  for 
me,  somehow  the  ceremony  ac¬ 
quired  something  touching  and 
homey  for  the  people  I  shared  it 
with.  But  the  group  was  also  ex¬ 
cessively  gossipy,  which  finally  led 
to  its  break  up.  My  lover  of  then 
and  now,  Joseph,  and  I  had 
Danny  and  Leo  over  to  dinner  one 
evening  in  December  1977,  then 
left  for  California  some  months 


Edges 


Continued  from  page  1 1 
larly  outstanding),-  Nadia  Doum- 
iafeyva,  or  Anastasia  Romanoff, 
for  example  —  don’t  have 
obviously  male  bodies.  I  wonder  if 
women  would  be  just  as  funny  in 
some  of  the  roles,  or  if  knowing 
(not  necessarily  seeing)  that  the 
dancers  were  male  was  an  import¬ 
ant  part  of  our  response. 

As  a  gay  male  who  sees  his  love 
of  ballet  as  part  of  his  gay  cultural 
heritage,  and  who  is  horrified  to 
think  that  the  classical  ballerina  is 
thrust  upon  young  girls  as  a  role 
model  —  I  think  that  classical 
ballet  has  found  its  culmination  in 
the  male  dancers  of  Les  Ballets 
Trockadero.  (I  think  stiletto  heels 
are  terrific,  too,  but  no  one  should 
be  expected  to  wear  them,  except 
perhaps  the  designers  who  prom¬ 
ulgate  them.)  I  also  think  that  the 
Trocks’  insight  into  modern  dance 
is  indispensable  and  androgynous, 
not  to  mention  lots  of  fun.  I  hope 
that  it  isn’t  three  years  before  they 
visit  Boston  again. 


Verite 


Continued  from  page  10 
pride  nor  insight,  and  the  high 
whining  tone  Diand  Tarleton  has 
been  directed  to  use  (she  does 
much  better  in  “International 
Stud”  as  the  torch-song  singer. 
Lady  Blue)  makes  her  even  more 
irritating.  Arnold  points  out  that 
were  he  a  woman  Ed  would  never 
even  have  looked  at  her,  and 
accuses  Ed  of  chosing  a  woman 
who  is  “plain  and  lonely  enough 
to  never  worry  about  her  stepping 
out  on  you,  pleasant  and  giving 
enough  to  boss  her  around . . .  ”(p. 
74)  I  am  not  saying  that  women 
like  Laurel  and  situations  like  the 
one  in  “Fugue”  don’t  ever  exist, 
but  it  is  interesting  that  Fierstein 


f 


later.  We  wrote,  but  somehow  the 
communications  trailed  off. 

Last  spring,  I  heard  that  Leo 
had  myeloma.  I  knew  he  had 
moved  to  Boston,  where  he  could 
be  closer  to  his  family  and  lead  a 
quieter  life,  so  I  kept  in  touch, 
with  a  twinge  of  guilt.  His  job  as 
chaplain  of  Our  Lady  of  Victories 
on  Isabella  Street  still  left  him 
time  to  “be  present  to”  gays  as 
the  chaplain  of  Dignity/Boston 
and  priest  in  service  for  the 
Dignity  hot  line.  He  continues  his 
ministry  with  male  hustlers,  and 
has  now  discarded  his  cane  after 
chemotherapy  treatments. 

“I  wish  the  straight  society 
would  get  to  know  the  gay  world 
better,  the  way  I  have,”  Leo  con¬ 
tinued.  “There  are  saintly  people, 
harassed,  suffering  people,  clos¬ 
eted,  anxious  people,  happy,  exu¬ 
berant  people,  civic  leaders, 
people  in  every  field.  My  happiest 
years  as  a  have  priest  been  the  ones 
living  with  my  gay  apostolate.” 


manages  to  convey  dignity  and  in¬ 
dividuality  to  all  the  male  charact¬ 
ers  in  the  play,  but  can't  spare  any 
for  the  one  woman.  Again,  I  was 
reminded  of  Taxi  To  the  Toliet 
where  the  director’s  deep 
sympathy  with  and  loving  treat¬ 
ment  of  every  gay  male  character 
just  didn’t  extend  to  the  minor  fe¬ 
male  characters  who  were  at  worst 
pathetic  caricatures,  at  best  boring 
nothings.  It  is  not  that  I  believe 
that  the  film,  or  this  play,  should 
be  about  women,  or  lesbians. 
Both  Frank  Riploh  and  Harvey 
Fierstein  seem  to  see  the  world  as 
almost  exclusively  male,  and  they 
are  entitled  to  portray  this  vision 
in  their  work.  As  lesbians  we  must 
(and  are)  creating  our  own  works 
embodying  our  own  visions.  And 
yet  one  would  hope  that  these  gay 
male  writers  would  have  bothered 
to  extend  their  vision  or  expand 
their  consciousness  enough  to  at 
least  spare  a  crumb  of  humanity 
for  their  (albeit  peripheral)  female 
Continued  on  page  13 
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Continued  from  page  12 
characters. 

Fierstein  does  somewhat  better 
in  his  portrayal  of  Arnold’s 
mother,  Mrs.  Beckoff,  beautifully 
played  by  Estelle  Getty,  in  the 
third  play,  “Widows  and  Children 
First.”  Althought  Mrs.  Beckoff  is  < 
given  some  of  the  tried  and  true 
Jewish-mother  stereotyped  char¬ 
acteristics,  at  least  she  is  shown  as 
a  proud,  powerful,  and  highly 
intelligent  woman  whose  wit  more 
than  matches  that  of  her  son’s. 
She’s  not  likeable,  but  at  least 
she’s  human.  It  makse  me  wonder 
whether  for  some  men  Mother  is 
the  only  fully  human  female, 
perhaps  because  she  gave  him 
birth. 

The  third  play  is  the  most 
ambitious,  in  terms  of  both  stag¬ 
ing  and  political  content,  and  is 

Theatre - 


the  only  one  with  a  complicated 
and  highly  successful  set  design 
(of  Arnold’s  home).  It  is  the  play 
which  takes  the  most  risks,  and 
the  only  one  which  falls  flat  in 
places.  In  “Widows  and  Children 
First”  we  meet  Arnold  some  years 
after  Alan  has  been  killed  by 
queer-bashers.  He  is  now  in  the 
position  of  permanantely  adopt¬ 
ing  David,  a  ‘delinquent’  gay 
teenager  who  has  been  his  foster 
son  for  some  time.  Meanwhile,  Ed 
has  finally  given  up  on  the  hetero¬ 
sexual  married  state,  and  he 
comes  to  stay  with  and  propose  to 
Arnold,  and  in  the  same  week, 
Arnold’s  mother  arrives  on  the 
scene  to  judge  the  whole  situation. 
The  plot  lends  itself  easily  to  senti¬ 
mentality  and  Alan  Broderick’s 
very  awkward  portrayal  of  the 
boy,  David,  doesn’t  help.  The 


father-son  bit  just  doesn’t  work; 
there’s  too  much  gruff  joshing 
(not  Arnold’s  kind  of  thing  at  all, 
one  would  have  thought)  and 
friendly  male  cuffing  of  David 
around.  David’s  calling  Arnold 
‘Ma’  gets  old  fast,  and  when 
David  tries  to  bring  Ed  and 
Arnold  together  it  reminds  one  of 
a  scene  from  The  Waltons  or 
Archie  Bunker.  The  reuniting  of 
Arnold  and  Ed  also  didn’t  con¬ 
vince  me;  this  is  the  first  scene  in 
which  Joel  Crothers’  Ed  was  less 
than  totally  believable. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  mother- 
son  scenes  are  the  most  powerful 
of  any  scenes  in  the  three  plays. 
The  night  I  saw  the  Trilogy, 
Fierstein  had  lost  his  voice  by  this 
time  in  the  evening  and  it  didn’t 
even  matter. 

The  mother’ s  voicing  of  her  dis¬ 


approval  and  contempt  of  her  son 
and  his  lifestyle  becomes  not  hers 
alone  but  that  ofthegreatersociety 
as  well  When  he  tries  to  make 
her  see  that  he,  like  she,  has 
undergone  the  process  of 
“widowing”  when  each  lost  a 
long-term  mate ,  her  response  em¬ 
bodies  what  some  of  us  fear  our 
straight  friends  and  family  might 
come  out  with  under  great  stress, 
or  if  pushed  far  enough. 

“You  have  the  nerve  to  com¬ 
pare  yourself  to  that?...  What 
loss  did  you  have?  You  fooled 
around  with  some  boy....?” 
(p.  144) 

Finally,  Arnold’s  passionate  de¬ 
fense  of  himself,  his  lifestyle,  and 
his  murdered  lover  could  be  sent 
out  in  a  vast  and  effective  mailing 
to  all  of  our  parents.  The  anger 
and  frustration  of  both  mother 


and  son  do  not  cover  the  deep  tie 
of  love  and  connection  between 
them,  and  this  part  of  the  play  was 
almost  too  painful  to  listen  to. 

At  the  end  the  mother  seems  to 
grant  her  son  the  respect  and 
understanding  which  he  has  asked 
her  for  as  a  condition  for  contin¬ 
uing  their  relationship,  but  then 
she  (inexplicably)  walks  out  on 
him  and  his  new  family,  leaving 
the  three  of  them  in  a  very  cozy, 
all  gay-male  world. 

This  is  the  first  time  all  three 
plays  have  been  presented  togeth¬ 
er,  and  they  certainly  make  an 
extraordinary  and  noteworthy 
event,  and  one  which  1  can  re¬ 
commend  almost  without  reserv¬ 
ation  to  a  gay  male  audience,  and 
with  a  few  reservations,  to  anyone 
else. 


and  Singing  (Like  a  Man) 


W  alking 

By  Scott  Brookie 

Everyone  who  attended  Proud 
Pansy  Production’s  “An  Evening 
With  Peter  Burkholder”  last 
Friday  learned  a  couple  of  things. 
The  first  thing  to  be  learned  was 
that  you  cannot  expect  to  attend  a 
concert  by  this  gay  men’s  cultural 
collective  without  somehow  parti¬ 
cipating  in  it. 

The  evening  opened  with  a  skit 
entitled  “Walk  Like  a  Man,”  fea¬ 
turing  members  of  the  collective 
demonstrating  where  to  hold  your 
books,  what  to  do  with  your  hips 
—  you  remember  this  stuff.  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  audience  were  then 
asked  to  get  up  and  expand  on 
what  had  just  been  demonstrated. 
Although  the  advisability  of 
dividing  an  unexpecting  audience 
into  groups  of  impromptu  per¬ 
formers  may  be  questionable,  the 


spectacle  of  a  bunch  of  gay  men 
imitating  the  walks  of  Charlie 
Chaplin,  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
the  unforgettable  Morticia 
Addams  made  up  for  any  unease. 

The  other  thing  to  be  learned 
that  evening  was  that  Peter  Burk¬ 
holder  is  very  good.  The  move¬ 
ment  of  pro-feminist  men’s  music 
needs  all  the  talent  it  can  get.  Not 
that  the  people  generally  asso¬ 
ciated  with  it  —  chiefly  Charlie 
Murphy  and  Blackberri  —  don’t 
have  a  lot  to  offer,  it’.s  just  that 
there  are  precious  few  of  them.  In 
fact,  calling  gay  men’s  music  a 
movement  is  more  hopeful  than 
factual.  Peter  Burkholder’s  music 
gives  us  more  reason  to  be 
hopeful. 

Peter  gave  a  program  of  both 
original  and  adapted  songs,  ac¬ 
companying  himself  on  the  piano 


or  singing  a  capella.  His  music  is 
an  unlikely  mix,  combining  an 
openness  and  simplicity  culled 
from  folk  traditions,  harmonies 
that  are  haunting  like  Copland  and 
triumphant  like  Brahms,  orna¬ 
ments  and  fillagrees  that  Schoen¬ 
berg  would  have  appreciated,  and 
a  treatment  of  lyrics  that  is 
Burkholder’s  own  unique  gift. 

Peter  began  the  program  with 
an  a  capella  rendition  of  Richard 
Farina’s  “Quiet  Joys  of  Brother¬ 
hood.”  Beginning  a  concert  with 
an  unaccompanied  solo  is  an  act  of 
bravery,  but  Burkholder’s  voice  is 
warm  and  expressive  —  if  some¬ 
times  strained  —  and  is  equal  to 
such  a  challenge.  Burkholder’s  ex¬ 
tensive  classical  piano  training  was 
apparent,  as  he  accompanied  him¬ 
self  on  a  medley  of  Charlie  Mur¬ 
phy’s  “Double  Love”  and  “Gay 


Spirit,”  and  on  his  own  “The 
Fairy  Song”  —  a  lighthearted  cele¬ 
bration. 

The  most  powerful  piece  of  the 
evening  was  the  original  ballad 
“Take  My  Hand,”  about  a  time 
when  Peter  got  queerbashed.  The 
harmony  on  “so  tall,  clean  cut, 
and  mean...”  is  evocative  bor¬ 
dering  on  creepy,  the  taunt  “Fag¬ 
got,  faggot,  faggot,  faggot. . .”  is 
genuinely  dramatic.  The  message, 
though,  is  rage  mixed  with  com¬ 
passion,  as  Peter  commented  in 
introducing  the  song,  “I  love  men, 
and  there’s  a  desire  to  include  all 
men  in  that  love.” 

Other  pieces  included  an  ori¬ 
ginal  song  about  tears  (of  course), 
(Sweet  Honey  in  the  Rock)  Bernice 
Reagon’s  “Give  Your  Hands  to 
Struggle,”  original  settings  of  a 
war  resistance  poem  by  Edna  St. 


Vincent  Millay,  a  poem  cycle  of 
Kabir,  and  lyrics  of  Kevin  Cox. 
Where  lyrics  are  cumbersome, 
Burkholder’s  handiness  with 
syncopation  brings  them  alive. 

Burkholder,  his  voice  fading, 
rounded  off  the  concert  with  the 
pagan  chant  “Fairy  Hill,  Fairy 
Wood,”  which  drew  the  entire 
audience  of  fifty  or  so  gay  men 
into  a  swaying  circle. 

People  who  came  to  this  Proud 
Pansy  event  looking  for  passive 
anonymity  in  the  audience,  or  for 
soul-searing  passion  or  an  irresist¬ 
ible  beat  from  Burkholder  did  not 
get  what  they  came  for.  What 
Burkholder  did  provide  was  music 
which  is  rich  and  sophisticated  in  a 
more  classical  vein,  but  which  is 
also  emotional,  sensitive,  and  very 
satisfying. 


IRIS  RUBBER  STAMPS/GREETINGCARDS 


IRIS  rubber  stamps  make  great  gifts— for  holidays  or  any  time. 
Use  IRIS  rubber  stamps  to  create  you  own  gift-wrapping  paper. 

Harvey 
IVIillc 


No.  825  $2.00 


d6 


No.  551  $5.50 


No.  805  $4.50 


■  1930-1978 ; 

No.  558  $5.50 


No.  727  $2.00  No.  415  $4.00 


No.  757  $3.00 


"My  family  warned  me 
about  men.  but  they  never 
mentioned  a  word  about 

WOMEN.” 


No.  607  $3.00 


m 

No.  722  $3.00 


Actual  rubber  stamp  images  are  approximately  TWICE  the  size  shown  here. 


No.  408  $4.00 


No.  888  $3.50 


No.  819  $3.00 


better 
gay  than 
grumpy 

No.  716  $2.00  No.  787  $3.00 


No.  705  $4.00 


Gay 

Money 

No.  761  $2.50 


99 


No.  718  $2.00 
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204.  Inside  "May  the  Season  be  Merry 
and  Gay."  Black  design,  textured  finish. 
Art  by  M.R.  4 Vi"  by  5 Vi". 

339.  Inside  blank.  Dark  red  Pkg  °*  ^ . $4.00 

design,  glossy  finish.  An  early 
20th  century  graphic.  4Vi"  by 
6%".  Pkg  of  6 . $4.00 


342.  Inside  blank.  Black-and- 
white  on  glossy  finish.  Art  by 
R.G.  Vosburg,  from  an  early 
20th  century  novel  by  Flor¬ 
ence  Barclay.  4Vi"  by  6V4". 
Pkg  of  6 . $4.00 


338.  Inside  "Darn  we  now  our 
Gay  Apparel."  Brown  reindeer, 
lavender  sock.  Textured  finish. 
Art  by  Demian.  4Vi"  by  5Vi". 
Pkg  of  6 . $4.00 


Order  these  items  by  number.  Mass,  residents  add  5%  sales  tax. 
Add  $1.50  per  order  for  Parcel  Post  (to  U.S.),  or  $2.50  per  order  for 
First  Class  delivery  (to  U.S.  or  Canada). 

Or  send  $1.00  for  illustrated  catalog  of  over  400  designs:  rubber 
stamps,  greeting  cards,  buttons,  more!  Catalog  is  included  FREE 
with  initial  order. 

Mail  with  check  or  money  order  (sorry,  no  C.O.D.)  to: 

Iris  Cards,  Dept  N-1 
P.O.  Box  1715 

Boston,  MA  02105  ORDERING  INFORMATION 


208.  Inside  "Have  a  Gay  Yontif." 
Blue  Star  of  David  surrounded  by 
lavendar  Lambdas,  textured  finish.  4%" 

by  5%".  Pkg  of  35 . $4.00 

(Bargain) 
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Classifieds 

ATTENTION  ADVERTISERS 

If  you  are  renting  rooms  or  space  in 
your  own  home,  you  are  collecting  mon¬ 
ey  from  renters  and  therefore  your  ad 
must  be  paid  at  the  business  rates  (see 
ad  form).  Roommate  (non-business)  ads 
are  for  seeking  others  to  share  the  rent 
you  pay  to  a  third  party,  the  landperson. 

ATTENTION  ADVERTISERS 
All  apartment  rentals,  whether  you  own 
one  house  or  a  hundred,  are  business 
ads  and  must  be  paid  at  the  business 
rate.  


JUST  FRIENDS _ 

LF  29  f/t  music  studnt  no  social  life  sks 
LFs25-up  pref  artst  writer  musicn  for 
concerts,  frndshp,  convers.  New  in 
town,  lonely!  GCN  Box-482. _ (22) 

PERSONALS _ 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
The  turkey  surely  was  a  treat 
and  surely  we  did  eat  and  eat 
But  Saturday  was  better  still 
and  finally  we  had  our  fill  .  . . 

But  not  enough,  never  enough. 

I  love  you  more  than  pumpkin  pie. 

All  my  love,  Porcupine. _ 

UNO  UNO  UNO 
Did  you  get  the  check? 

GM  29  looks  to  meet  some  new  men 
(man?).  If  you  like  Kael,  Streisand, 
Middlemarch,  wine,  exercise,  cooking, 
cats,  variety  (sexual  and  the 
newspaper),  Children  of  Paradise, 
walks  and  talks,  drop  me  a  line.  GCN 
Box  483. _ (21) 

HOT  NEW  GIFT  ITEM 

5  fct  LCD  quality  quartz  pen  watch 
stnlss  steel  1195  blck  gldtone  or  rd/blk 
enamel  1595  ea.  SS  Pen  Watch  with 
alarm  1895  order  now  add  $1  P/H  send 
to  E.  Staton  PO  Box  339, 118  Mass  Ave, 
Boston,  MA02115-  Apprx  3  wkdel.  (21) 

OH  LENA! 

There  was  a  young  post-doc  named  Phyl 
whose  peals  of  laughter  quite  shrill 
have  caused  in  Mad  Town 
a  wondrous  renown; 

Now  Bean  Town  is  in  for  a  thrill. 

The  Bago  Inn  Staff  &  Tony, _ (22) 

INTO  CLASSICAL  MUSIC? 

Fri  Dec  1 1  Rodger  Vine  &  Joe  Williams 
will  be  playing  a  piano  concert  at  Oasis 
355  Boylston  St.  Doors  open  7:30,  doors 
close  8.  $5. _ (22) 

DEBBIE  LEMPKE  IN  CONCERT 
A  foremother  in  wimmins  music  her 
first  NE  solo  concert  formerly  with 
Berkley  Womens  Music  Collective. 
Come  share  the  magic.  W immin  only 

$5,  Oasis  355  Boylston  St,  Boston. 
Chapel  Entrance  7:30  sharp! !  Wed, 
12/16. _ (22) 

GAY  WOMEN  WRITE  AND  MEET 
Everywhere  thru  the  Wishing  Well  Mag¬ 
azine  &  Services.  Supportive,  confiden¬ 
tial,  dignified,  prompt.  8  year  reliable 
reputation.  Tender,  loving  alternative. 
Intro  copy  $5  (mailed  discreetly  first 
class).  Free  info:  Box  117,  Novato,  CA 
94948-0117. _ (24) 

FREE  REM  DATE  LISTING 
Find  Mr  Right  by  the  US  Mail 
Details  Free  No  Time  Limit 
RE  Main,  70  Government  St 
Kittery  Maine  03904. 

GF  32  WISHES  TO  BANISH 
isolation  by  meeting  other  together 
happy  lesbians.  Semi-serious,  sort-of- 
butch  needs  to  share  the  spice  &  va¬ 
riety  of  life  with  others.  Please  respond 
to  GCN  Box  481. _ (21) 

LESBIANS:  MOVING  SO  SOON? 
Just  when  yr  apt  was  beginning  to  feel 
homey?  Tired  of  having  to  relocate 
every  time  yr  rent  goes  up?  Have  you 
dreamed  of  owning  a  home  with  other 
women?  We  can  make  it  happen.  Call 
Jil  426-4469  days. 

GM  5 '10”,  33,  160,  gd  shape  &  Iks, 
blond  but  thinning  hair  sks  a  new  friend 
w/some  emotional  commitment,  also  in 
gd  shape,  pref  working  out.  Am  into 
massage,  meditation  (TM),  films,  the¬ 
ater,  skiing,  fires,  reading  about  recent 

6  current  history,  social  sciences  & 

related  issues,  the  nuclear  problem  & 
politics.  Wd  like  to  meet  someone  who 
has  really  read  this  ad,  with  similar 
interests  or  complete  opposite  (mech¬ 
anical  or  artistic).  No  strong  preference, 
but  am  especially  into  foreigners, 
Mediterraneans  &  Latins.  I  am  &  sk  a 
man  who  is  at  peace  w/self  &  world.  I 
am  not,  but  enjoy  people  who  are,  reli¬ 
giously  centered.  Am  also  Ikng  for  a  be¬ 
ginning  weightlifting  partner  (not  a  pre¬ 
requisite).  Am  not  Ikng  for  people  who 
are  very  hairy,  effeminate  in  manner  or 
voice,  over  38  yrs,  or  sexually  hung  up. 
Enjoy  all  kinds  of  sex,  but  this  is  not 
just  a  sex  ad.  Best  times  7:30  am,  5:30 
pm.  Please  keep  trying  367-0095.  (20) 

CHASTITY  BELT?  • 

GCN  needs  a  cash  box  with  a  lock.  Any 
small  metal  box  with  lock  and  key 
would  help  us.  It  seems  we  have  a  thief 
among  us,  against  whom  such  medie¬ 
val  precautions  needs  must  be  taken. 
Alas .  .  .  Anyone  willing  and  able  to  help, 
please  call  Mike  at  426-4469.  Thanks. 

INVEST  IN  A  DYKE  LAWYER 
A  year  of  GCN  salary  +  Reagan  budget 
cuts  =  no  $$$  for  law  school  for  this  ex¬ 
news  editor.  Can  you  help  with  a  long¬ 
term,  low-interest  loan  and/or  a  contri¬ 
bution?  Write  Denise  Sudell  c/o  GCN. 
Thanks. 


GAY  AIRWAVES  —  Updated  list  of  les- 
bian/gay  radio/TV  shows  throughout 
the  US,  Canada,  &  Europe.  $1,  John  Zeh, 
GCGC,  Box  19158,  Cincinnati,  OH 
45219. _ (c) 

THE  MARINES  WANT  A  FEW 
Good  men;  I  want  only  1,  30-50  GM  who 
enjoys  a  warm  home  &  all  that  goes 
w/it.  Am  35,  5' 11,  220,  blnj,  blu  chef 
who  enjoys  wine  plants  crib  &  a  strong 
man.  Write  RAG  PO  Bx  267  Middleton, 
MA  01949  (61 7)  774-2677  soon.  (20) 

I  NEED  YOU 

GWM  prof,  44,  gd  Ikg,  warm,  sincere, 
masc  sks  slim  GM— 35  for  Istg  one-one 
relationship.  It’s  a  long  cold  winter, 
let’s  get  together.  Sincere  replys  to  #44, 
291  Huntington  Ave.,  Boston,  MA 
02115. _ •  (20) 

Phone  freaks  J/O  with  Phone  Pals!!  For 
info  send  SASE,  age  to  Phone  Pals 
Club,  Box  2392,  Escondido,  CA 
92025-0420.  Mention  GCN  and  age. 

 (23) 

If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  box  numbei 
in  any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN  Class! 

fieds,  Box _ ,  22  Bromfield  St,  Bos 

ton,  MA  02108. 

INSTRUCTION _ 

THE  WOMEN'S  WRITER’S  CTR 
An  independent  feminist  institute 
offering  a  year  long  program  of  writing 
workshops  and  women’s  literature. 
1981-82:  Artist  in  Residence,  Olga 
Broumas;  Visiting  Faculty:  Cliff,  Grahn, 
Griffin,  Lerman,  Smith.  For  info:  WWC, 
Cazenovia  College,  Cazenovia,  NY 
13035.  (21) 

APARTMENTS 

Dorchester,  Melville  Park  area  1  bed¬ 
room  apt  oversized  rms,  oak  floors, 
porch  near  T  sta.  $290  unhtd.  436-0850. 
_ _ (22) 

CHANDLER  STREET— SOUTH  END 
Lovely  1  bdrm  bet  Clarendon  &  Dart¬ 
mouth,  recently  renov,  ww  carpet.  $425 
inc  gas,  hw  &  heat.  Call  aft  10  am 
232-4320. _ (21) 

Dorchester,  recently  renovated  sunny  3 
bdrm  apt  (6  rms)  one  block  to  Ashmont 
T,  dishwasher/disposal,  heat  inc.  No 
pets,  Jan  1  occ.  Call  Will  265-0348  Iv 
message. _ (24) 

JP  APT 

One-bedrm,  4  rm,  ground  fir  apt  near 
Centre  St.  Needs  work.  Will  help 
w/labor  &  materials.  $275  inc  heat.  Sec 
dep  req.  522-8859. _ (20) 

Gay  owner  sks  tenants  for  Colonial 
style  3-decker  in  Dorch,  Jones  Hill.  5Vfe 
rms,  frnt  &  back  porches.  Conv  trans,  hd 
wd  fls,  very  clean.  Safe  nbhd.  Call  Frank 
at  825-3900,  agent  for  owner. _ (17) 

MOVERS 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialist. 

Any  time  of  day  —  any  day  of  year. 
No  overtime  charges  354-2184 
_ MDPU  Number  23733 _ 

RESORTS _ 

MIGRATE  TO  ELLIE’S  NEST 
Key  West’s  only  GF  guest  house.  Pool, 
Ig  hot  tub,  sun  decks.  Juice  bar.  Double 
bed,  tv,  ac/ht  every  rm.  Cont  bkfst.  (305) 
296-5757.  1414  Newton,  Key  West,  FL 
33040. 

_ (25) 

NEWPORT,  Rl  CITY-BY-TH E-SEA 
New  apt  for  rent,  panoramic  waterview, 
downtown  near  bars.  $25  MTWT,  $45 
FSS.  Call  (401)  847-9698  anytime.  (28) 

WANTED _ 

CREATIVE  MUSICIANS  SOUGHT 
LF  guitarist  sks  to  join  or  help  form  a 
gay  and/or  lesbian  original  band  with  a 
political  consciouness.  I  have  prior 
band  exp  &  am  interested  in  an  open 
type  music  that  is  rock-based  & 
reflective  of  other  types  of  music.  Call 
Diane  (617)  623-5270  eves  &  sknds. 
Keep  trying. _ (21) 

Canadian  lesbian  sought  for  marriage 
to  American  gay  guy.  Info:  Roy,  2  Lount 
Street,  Toronto,  Ontario  M4J  5A2 
Canada. _ (21) 

Clothes?  Old?  Antique?  Cash  paid  for 
women’s  &  men’s  clothing  &  acces¬ 
sories  through  1940s  also  old  linens 
lace  curtains,  quilts  &  jewelry.  Call  Jan 
or  Bev  at  876-6508. _ (21) 

PRISONERS 

GM  26  plan  to  relocate  on  release.  Wd 
like  to  hear  from  people  in  a  variety  of 
areas  to  discuss  cultural  advantages  & 
community  acceptance  of  gays.  John  S. 
Davidson  PO  Box  100,  Jean,  Nevada 
89019. _ (21) 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

MESSENGER-OFFICE  WORK 
Our  last  messenger  was  so  fantastic 
we’re  promoting  him.  Opening  for 
person  to  make  deliveries  in  Boston- 
Cambridge  area  via  T,  as  well  as  main¬ 
tain  office  in  spare  time.  Minimum 
wages  for  starters.  Write  Xanadu 
Graphics,  143  Albany  St.,  Cambridge 
02139. _ , 

Information  on  ALASKAN  and  OVER¬ 
SEAS  employment.  Excellent  income 
potential.  Call  (312)  741-9784  ext  7245. 

(22) 


ARTISTS 

Local  gay  publisher  needs  artists  6-8 
times  a  yr  to  do  wrk  for  book  covers.Jf 
you  wd  like  us  to  keep  yr  name  on  file, 
send  copies  of  wrk  done  in  the  style(s) 
you  are  most  comfortable  with  to  Aly- 
son  Publications,  75  Kneeland  St., 
Suite  1506,  Boston,  MA  02111.  Payment 
is  $100-200  per  cover  depending  on 
complexity. _ (21) 

ADVERTISING  HELP  NEEDED! 
Home  based  computer  business  needs 
advertising  assistance  in  preparing 
mail  campaign  brochure  ASAP.  Skill  in 
photography  &  art.  Freelance  or  moon¬ 
lighter  preferred.  (617)  735-9704 

eves.  _ (22) 

FOR  SALE _ 

MUSICAL  INSTRUMENT  SALE 
1  handmade  violin  $300  firm,  case  & 
bow  inc.  1  mandolin  $150.  1  student 
flute  $150.  Cash  only.  536-4459.  Leave 
name  and  phone  no. _ (23) 

CHORAL  MAJORITY  SINGS  OUT! 
Gay,  pro-sex,  left  hymn  parodies 
harmonize  &  organize.  Tape  $5.50, 
hymnal  $3. 964  Valencia,  SF,  CA.  (23) 

WASHER  AND  DRYER 
Automatic,  gas  heat,  has  been  under 
Sears  service  for  seven  years.  Good 
condition.  Will  sell  as  pair  only,  $300. 
South  End.  Call  Dave,  661-6975  days. 

SERVICES _ 

For  wellbeing:  Holistic  Massage 
Therapy.  Beautiful  gift  certificates 
available.  Mumtaz  Kammerer,  Certified 
Massage  Therapist.  522-6983.  '  (22) 


BJ’S  BOOKKEEPING  SERVICE 

Complete  Bookkeeping  Service 
Flexible  Schedule 
Reasonable  Rates 
“Your  books  are  your  business 
My  business  is  your  books.” 
Call  Bev  Matthews— 876-6508 


LESBIAN  GROUP 

NSCMHC  Serving  Salem  Peabody  Dan¬ 
vers  Middleton  Marblehead  is  offering 
therapeutic  support  group  for  lesbians. 
Sliding  scale  &  3rd  party  payment;  for 
more  i  nfo  Janet  or  Ann  744-5322.  (24?) 

PROFESSIONAL  COUNSELOR 
Individual  and  Couples 
Free  Initial  Interview 
$25-35  per  hour,  call  267-9752 
9-11  pm  and  weekends. 

...NEXT  TO  GODLINESS 
Boston’s  complete  home  maintenance, 
weekly  cleaning  our  specialty.  Call  for  a 
friendly  consultation  regarding  your 
home.  (617)536-0057. _ (24) 

For  quality  interior  decoration/renova¬ 
tion  at  moderate  prices  call  Will 
265-0348  specializing  in  painting  paper- 
ing  floors  free  estimates. _  (24) 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPHY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)965-1311  for  appt. 


LAVENDER  PROCESS 
Custom  black  and  white  film 
work.  Processing.  Printing. 
Consultation.  Additional 

darkroom  services  available. 
Evenings  (617)  782-9732. 

Women  owned  and  operated. 

COUNSELING  SO  VERMONT 
Gay  psychotherapist,  Brattleboro  area 
—  individuals,  couples,  households. 
Also  specialize  in  counseling  for  life- 
threatening  or  terminal  illnesses.  (802) 
348-7840. _ (22) 


ARADIA  COUNSELING 

FOR  WOMEN 

Individual,  Lesbian  Couple 
And  Group  Counseling 
Alcohol  Counseling 
Health  Ins.  Accepted 
Located  in  Ken  more  Square 
_ 247-4861  x58 _ 

Carpentry  all  kinds  of  work  done  at 
reasonable  rates.  Call  before  9  am.  Jim 
522-5317. _ (26) 


THERAPY  GROUP 
FOR  LESBIANS 

now  forming  at  Focus,  Inc. 
Tuesdays  7  to  8:30pm  starting 
January  5,  1982.  Call  Pat  Aron  or 
Dorothy  Leland  now  for  information. 
876-4488. 


SALEM-DANVERS  NORTH  SHORE 
GAY  MEN’S  THERAPY  GROUP 
A  weekly  on-going  psychotherapy 
group  is  forming  at  North  Shore 
Community  Mental  Health  Center.  Led 
by  two  experienced  gay-aware  thera¬ 
pists.  Focus  will  be  on  intimacy, 
personal  issues,  communication, 
assertiveness.  Fee  according  to  ability 
to  pay.  For  information  &  initial  inter¬ 
view  call  David  Aronstein  or  Ed 
Shpughnessy  at  744-5322.  - _ (20) 


BELLVILLE  ASSOCIATES 

COPLEY  SQUARE 
Individual,  Group  and 
Couples  Counseling 
Alcohol  Counseling 
Assertiveness  Training 
Call  (617)  739-7803 
For  Initial  Appt 


CARPENTRY 

Apartment  &  office  remodeling,  porch¬ 
es,  stairs,  insulation,  storm  doors  & 
windows,  all  types  of  repairs.  Quality 
work,  Ginny  522-1651 . _ (19) 


EXCITING  GROWTH 
POTENTIAL 

Therapy  Group  for  Gay  Men 
Now  Forming— Days 
(Also  1  opening  for  eve  group) 
To  Work  on  Various 

Life  Issues 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING 
Associates  965-1311 
Dennis  ladarola,  MA 
Don  McGaw,  MA 


TROUBLED  GAYS 

Help  in  accepting  your  sexual  pref¬ 
erence.  Learn  to  deal  with  all  the  other 
human  problems  like  depressions, 
loneliness,  low  self-esteem.  Initial 
interview  at  no  charge.  Ruth  Chessman, 
psychotherapist  (617)  964-2510.  (24) 


Therapy  Group  for  Gay  Men 
Work  on  Self  Image 
Relationships 
Call;  Bellville  Associates 
(617)  739-7803 
For  More  Information 


MARRIED  MEN  GAY/BI  GROUP 
You  are  not  alone!  Therapy  group  for 
Gay/Bi  married  men  forming  to  focus 
on  related  issues.  Call  Francis 
Glambrone,  MA  661-4070  or  451-1398. 

(28) 


If  you’re  questioning  your  drinking  .  .  . 
it’s  worth  looking  into. 

—Short  term  alcohol  ed  group  to  run 
through  the  Fall. 

—Get  the  info  you  need  to  know. 

—Give  yourself  a  present. 

Call:  BELLVILLE  ASSOCIATES 
739-7803 

Leave  Message  for  Pat 


GAY  MEN’S  THERAPY  GROUP 
A  general  issues  group  for  gay  men 
focusing  on  communication,  intimacy 
and  personal  issues.  Call  Francis  Giam- 
brone  451-1398, 661-4070.  (16) 
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ROOMMATES _ 

NORTHSHORE  ROOMMATE  WANTED 
Rmte  needed  to  share  large  A'h  rm  apt 

1  blk  frm  beach  3  blks  frm  B&M  trains  & 

buses  rent  inc  all  utils  must  be  20-25 
clean  &  responsible.  No  fats,  ferns, 
drugs  call  581-9691  between  5pm  & 
10pm. _ (21) 

3  women,  2  lesbian,  1  straight,  Ikng  for 
4th  for  roomy  Brookline  apt.  Indep  nr  T 
167  pls/mo  277-2986. _ (21) 

5  LF  sk  6th  for  coop  semi-veg  house¬ 
hold  in  Cambridgeport.  No  pets.  Pref 
nonsmoker.  Small  room  $80  plus  util 
avail  Jan.  1. 661-6771  eves. _ (21) 

APT  IN  DORCHESTER 

2  LF  sk  3rd  for  sunny  6  rm  apt  Savin  Hill 

nr  T  &  UMass.  No  hvy  politics,  cig,  pet. 
$100  pis  semiveg  humor  req.  Judy  or 
Patrice  436-2775.  Age:  20-29.  (21) 
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Classifieds 

NEWBUR  Y  PORT  BOSTON 
LF  will  exchange  room  in  lovely  New- 
buryport  home  for  room  in  Boston/Cam¬ 
bridge  area  for  weekend  visits. 
462-8389,  am,  eves  keep  trying,  (21) 

GF  Ikng  for  same  to  share  Ige  2  bdrm 
apt  in  Everett.  175/mo  w/hh.  Must  be 
resp  &  quiet  neat,  please  call  389-9354 
btwn  9  &  10  pm  wkdys. _  (21) 

LF  to  share  lovely  Newburyport  home 
non  smoker  political  woman  pref 
$175/mo  inc  all.  462-8389.  Am,  eves 
keep  trying. _ (21) 

Lesbian-feminist  sks  same  to  share 
Porter  Sq  2  bdrm  apt  $190  pis,  call 
776-2404  early  ams  7-9  or  10  pm.  Into 

mental  health,  not  chemicals. _ (22) 

GM  sks  rmte  for  self-owned  200  yr  old 
farmhse.  8  rms,  warm,  all  modern  con¬ 
veniences  but  dowdy.  Renovation 
underway.  Washer,  bus  stops  outside. 
Near  South  End  &  NU.  Quiet  friendly 
neighb.  If  you  are  responsible,  non- 
smoker,  dog  lover,  call  John  267-6503 
wkdays.  Rent  negotiable  in  exchange 

for  skills. _ _ (22) 

L  28  sks  warm  resp  F  to  share  nice  5  rm 
Allston  apt.  Porches,  yard,  quiet  nbhd 
nr  trans  &  Harv  Sq.  $135  pis  ht.  Keep 
trying  782-9886,  Sandy. _ (22) 

JP— skng  GM  to  share  Irg  1st  fl  apt 
w/GM  &  StM,  unfur  bdrm  102/mo  pis  utl, 
nr  stores  &  T  &  park,  avble  1-1-82.  Tom 
524-7705  eves. _ (22) 

GF  soc  wker  sks  warm  indep  GF  or  GM 
to  share  spac  2  bdrm  apt  Newton  w/frpl 
&  por.  200/mo  pis  util  2  mi  from  T.  No 
pets.  332-2682.  Leave  message.  (26) 

GM  sks  responsible  person  to  share  6 
spacious  rooms  in  Dorchester  call  (617) 
288-1321.  200/mo  inc  heat  &  util,  off  st 
pkg,  avail  Jan.  1. _ (21) 

GWM  sks  rmte  for  Ig  clean  apt  in 
Chelsea  close  to  bus.  50/wk  pays  all. 
Month  sec  dep  req.  Al  884-6424  after- 
noon  best  or  884-7140  Ivemesg.  (22) 

BY  THE  PRU 

Sm  1  bdrm  apt, -share  bath.  Clean  quiet 
guys,  no  drugs.  $65/wk.  Call  Joe 
267-7422. _ (21-) 

DYKE  WANTED 

LF  sks  same  to  share  2  bdrm  apt  on  N 
Shore.  167.50  inc  heat  &  ocean  view. 
281-1543.  Keep  trying  I’m  hard  to 
reach.  10am-12  noon  or  lOpm-midnite 
best.  No  tobacco  please.  Avail  12/15/81. 

(20) 

WOMEN'S  HOUSE 

Fireplaced  room  independent  co-op  no 
more  pets  $250  off-street  pkg.  Newton 
safe  neighborhood  close  to  T.  332-6135 
leave  message. _  (21) 


Prof  GWM  sks  rmmt  for  Ig  6  rm  apt  in 

Ashmont  sec  of  Dorchester  nr  T.  Must 
like  dogs  $150  pis  util.  436-8140  eves 
best.  Ask  for  Randy. _  (21) 

GCN  writer  needs  a  place  to  live, 
preferably  in  a  coop  household.  I’m 
non-smoking,  omnivorous,  and  quiet. 
Call  Larry,  426-4469. _ 

4  LFs  skng  1  LF  for  Ig,  friendly,  loose 
coop  house.  No  smoking  or  pets,  semi- 
veg,  shared  food  &  chores.  Garden, 
frplce,  $130/mo  &  low  utils.  W.  Somer- 
ville,  nrT&  ice  cream.  628-7275.  (21) 

Camb.-lnman  Sq  skng  neat,  resp  pers  to 
share  2  bdrm  apt.  $150/mo  inc  heat. 
Eves  492-0697,  John. _ (21) 

HELP! 

GM  Ikng  for  inexp  living  quarters  in  S 
End,  Back  Bay  area.  Neat  (hates  dirty 
ashtrays)  &  docile.  Bruce  c/o  GCN 

426- 4469  (leave  message). _ 

LF,  former  GCN  news  editor  now  strug¬ 
gling  law  student,  sks  CHEAP  place  to 
live  near  T.  I’m  friendly,  independent, 
politically  minded.  Can  pay  up  to  $130 
per  month  incl  heat.  Call  Denise 

427- 2355  eves  or  leave  message 

247-8778  days. _ 

GCN  SPECIALS 

69  cents  can  buy  a  lot  of  information 
and  enjoyment.  That's  what  it  costs  to 
send  1  lb.  of  bks  to  a  lesbian  or  gay 
friend  in  prison.  Lots  of  people  have 
given  us  bks,  now  we  need  some  money 
for  postage.  Think  about  it,  you  spend 
as  much  to  buy  a  cup  of  coffee.  Lesbian 
&  Gay  Prisoners  Project,  c/o  GCN,  22 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston.  02108  or 
426-4469. _ _ 

WE  HAVE  A  BURNING  DESIRE 
to  be  warm  (all  but  Nancy  Walker  who  is 
too  hot  already).  Could  some  kind  soul 
out  there  send  us  a  small  used  space 
heater?  Our  indexer,  dear  sweet  person 
that  he  is,  comes  here  to  work  on  Sun¬ 
days  and  there  is  no  heat  in  the  bldg  be¬ 
cause  it  is  commercially  zoned.  Just 
call  Mike  or  Amy  at  426-4469  for  a  very 
warm  reception.  Thank  you. 

CHASTITY  BELT? 

GCN  needs  a  cash  box  with  a  lock.  Any 
small  metal  box  with  lock  and  key 
would  help  us.  It  seems  we  have  a  thief 
among  us,  against  whom  such  medie¬ 
val  precautions  needs  must  be  taken. 
Alas . . .  Anyone  willing  and  able  to  help, 
please  call  Mike  at  426-4469.  Thanks. 

INTO  BONDADGE??? 

GCN  needs  someone  who  can  help  us 
get  each  of  our  8  volumes  (50  issues 
each)  bound.  Please  call  Mike  or  Amy  at 
426-4469. 


WASHINGTON,  DC 

A  GCN  reporter  will  be  in  Wash  during 
wk  of  Jan  3-8  to  cover  a  story.  Need 
place  to  stay.  Can  you  help?  Write  Larry 
c/o  GCN. 

THURSDAY 

GCN  proofreading  and  layout  (basically 
cutting  and  pasting).  No  experience 
necessary.  We’ll  teach  you  all  you  need 
to  know!  Proofreading  begins  5-ish  and 
layout  6-ish.  22  Bromfield  St.(near  Park 
St.  and  Washington  St.  subway  stops), 
2nd  floor.  426-4469. 

FRIDAY 

Come  to  GCN  office,  22  Bromfield  St. 
(near  Park  St.  subway  stop),  2nd  floor, 
anytime  after  5  for  as  long  or  as  short  as 
you  like  (until  about  11pm)  to  help  send 
the  paper  out  to  subscribers.  (There  are 
LOTS  of  them  and  we  do  need  help!)  Re¬ 
freshments  and  good  times.  Men  and 
women  welcome.  426-4469. 


Volunteer  typists  needed.  Set  your  own 
hours.  Call  Amy  or  Mike  at  426-4469  and 
they’ll  tell  you  what  is  needed  at  the 
time.  Thank  you, 


ORGANIZATIONS 

MEN  IN  LOVE  WITH  BOYS 

BOYS  IN  LOVE  WITH  MEN 
You  are  not  alone.  Join  us.  For  more 
information  write:  NAMBLA,  PO  Box 
174-S,  NY,  NY  10018  or  phone  (212) 
475-0987. _ (38) 

NH  LAMBDA 

Box  1043,  Concord,  NH  03301.  Concord: 
224-3875,  746-3339;  Dover/Portsmouth: 
431-1541.  CRISIS  LINE:  483-2592,  Sun, 
Mon,  Wed  6-9  pm.  A  statewide  organi¬ 
zation,  meeting  the  third  Saturday  of 
every  month.  Support,  education,  and 
political  action,  since  1976. _ (45) 

D.O.B. 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Camb.  Old  Camb  Bap.  Raps 
every  T ues  &  Thurs,  8  pm.  35  +  raps  2nd 
Weds  &  last  Fri,  8  pm.  Softball  all 
Sundays,  3  pm,  thru  Oct,  Magazine 
Field.  Bi-monthly  magazine  FOCUS 
$8.00.  Monthly  social  &  fund-raising 
event.  Info  &  office  hrs  661-3633.  All 
women  invited  to  participate. _ (c) 

BOSTON  LESBIAN/GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  a  liturgy  for 
Lesbian/Gay  and  concerned  Catholics 
every  Sunday  at  Arlington  Street 
Church  (Boston),  right  side  entrance  on 
Arlington  St.,  at  5:30  pm.  For  info  call 
Dignity/Boston  M-F  7-10  pm,  Sun  2-5 
pm,  536-6518.  DIGNITY/BOSTON  355 
Boylston  St,  Boston,  MA  02114. _ (c) 


GAY/LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities 
include  religious  observances, 
discussions,  potluck  dinners,  folk 
dancing,  etc.  For  events,  check  GCN 
calendar,  call  628-3986  or  524-1617  or 
write  PO  Box  11,  Camb  MA  02138.  (36) 

PUBLICATIONS 

US  HOMOSEXUAL  LIBRARIES 
and  Information  Centers  Directory. 
Send  $3  to  HLL,  8125  C.  Brewster  Sta, 
Bridgeport,  CT  06605. _ (24  ) 


Mail  order  lesbian/feminist  annotated 
booklist.  Send  three  first  class  stamps. 
Womansplace  Bookstore  (GCN),  2401 
N  32nd  St-,  Phoenix,  AZ  85008.  (21  ex) 
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100  DRAWINGS 
by  Gustav  Klimt. 
Beautiful,  sensual  draw¬ 
ings  of  the  female  form. 
99  pages,  large  format, 
paperback,  $5.50  post¬ 
paid.  Available  in  U.S. 
only.  Bon-Ho-Mie, 

Box  45 1Z,  Province- 
town,  MA  02657. 
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PUBLISHER.  BUSINESS 


Support  gay  prisoners. 

Read  and  answer  our 

prisoner  penpal  ads 

lllllllllllllltHllllllllllllllllllllliiiiiiiiiiiiiHil 

I  I2.ciLuL  THOSE  who  in  and  out  ofI 
I  PRISON  FiGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE! 
I  (Alexander  Berkmen,  Prison  Memoirs  of  ant 
i  Anarchist). 


Il  am  interested  in  meeting  or  for  now] 
■writing  to  another  woman  of  25-35,1 
■especially  in  the  Boston  area  where  if 
■hope  to  go  when  I  am  free.  I  would  also) 
llike  one  of  your  papers  if  possible.  With 
■thanks  and  love,  Lynn  CULBERTSON,  | 
lH-1-7,  Box  3877,  Jackson,  GA~30233. 

■  Greetings,  I  am  a  very  warm  and  sensu-l 
lous  Aquarian,  21  years  old,  obsessed! 
I  by  enjoying  the  finer  things  that  life  has! 
I  to  offer.  I  am  willing  to  exchange! 
■experiences  with  someone  of  the  samel 
■caliber.  LISA  POINDEXTER,  #5939,  Boxl 
■180,  Muncy,  PA  17756. _ f 

[jmmiitiitniiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiriiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiri 


ATTENTION  PRISONERS!!! 

I  The  People’s  Law  School  is  offering  (asl 
llong  as  they  last)  a  pamphlet  called! 
l  How  to  Use  a  Law  Library  for  FREE  tol 

■  prisoners.  This  is  to  help  you  take  some! 
■control  over  your  own  legal  cases  and! 
Ito  make  you  able  to  resist  the  prison's! 
(attempt  to  fuck  you  over.  Ask  if  they! 

■  have  any  copies  left  at:  People's  Law! 
■School,  558  Capp  St.,  San  Francisco, | 
|CA  94110. 


GCN  LESBIAN  AND  GAY  PRISONER 
PROJECT 

|  WE  SEND  FREE  SUBS,  BOOKS  (WHEN  I 
AVAILABLE)  AND  RUN  PENPAL  ADS  | 
(THERE’S  SOMETIMES  A  LONG  WAIT¬ 
ING  LIST  BECAUSE  SPACE  IS  LIMIT- 1 
EDI),  AND  LITTLE  BY  LITTLE  WE’LL  BE 
LOOKING  FOR  OTHER  WAYS  TO  SUP¬ 
PORT  LESBIANS  AND  GAY  MEN 
BEHIND  BARS  (WITH  LETTERS  OF 
|  PROTEST  FOR  MISTREATMENT  OR 
DENIAL  OF  RIGHT  TO  RECEIVE  GCN  [ 
I  AND  WITH  ARTICLES  ON  THE  POLI¬ 
TICS  OF  “CRIME”  AND  PUNISHMENT).  I 
WE  REALLY  NEED  HELP  DOING  1 
THESE  THINGS.  IF  YOU  CAN  HELP 
WITH  YOUR  TIME  OR  A  CONTRIBU¬ 
TION,  SEND  TO  LESBIAN  AND  GAY 
PRISONER  PROJECT  OR  CALL  MIKE  | 

I  AT  GCN.  THANKSI _ _ 

piiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiil 

am  a  Leo,  who  is  also  Irish/Indian.  I’m  | 

I  easy-going,  passionate,  affectionate, 
have  a  sense  of  humor,  romantic  and 
have  a  wide  variety  of  interests.  I'll  send 
a  picture  of  myself  to  anyone  who  | 
writes  and  wants  one.  Edward  SPRY, 
[835  West  Morgan  St.,  Raleigh,  NC  | 
27603. _ 

iGetting  out  in  a  short  while.  I’m  looking  | 

[for  that  special  love  to  come  home  to. 
have  some  hobbies:  swimming,  camp- 1 
ling,  movies  and  I  enjoy  nature.  Write 
land  let’s  get  to  know  each  other,  maybe  | 
fall  in  love.  Wade  DEDEAUX  ff/43617, 
Unit  27,  Parchman,  MS  38738. _ 

I  like  music,  letter-writing,  poems,  J 
sports,  reading  and  all  kinds  of  sex. 
am  bi-sexual  and  would  give  you  any  in- 1 
formation  that  you  might  like  to  learn  [ 
about  me.  Clifton  G.  DANIELS  289072, 
Ramsey  1  Rte.  4,  Box  1100,  Rosharon, 
TX  77583. 

1  I’ve  been  here  four  years  trying  to  face  I 
[the  world  alone,  finally  have  realized  | 
it’s  true,  “no  man  stands  alone.  Each  [ 
[man’s  joy  is  to  be  each  man’s  grief.” 
Feel  the  need  to  share  my  thoughts  I 
with  someone  who  is  interested.  La- 
mont  Jackson  #155-745,  P.O.  Box  | 
45699,  Lucasville,  OH  45699. _ 

I  Seeking  lasting  relationship  with  men. 
Please  drop  me  a  line  if  sincere.  Gary 
Utley,  Box  B-33803,  Florence,  AZ  85232. 
Very  seldom  get  any  mail  so  would  be  I 
delighted  to  hear  from  anyone  out  there  | 

[  interested  in  writing  to  me.  If  you  want 
to  hear  from  an  affectionate  and  friend¬ 
ly  person,  just  write.  I'll  answer.  . . . 
Waiting  to  hear  from  you.  Steven  Park- 
us  #33296,  Box  900-S.T.U.  #242,  Jeffer¬ 
son  Citv,  MO  65102. 


ISeeking  friendship  from  a  warm- 
Ihearted  male.  Wish  to  write  to  anyone 
Iwho  wishes  a  strong  and  longlasting 
(friendship.  Will  answer  all  letters.  Your 
lage  makes  no  difference  because  age 
(makes  no  difference  in  friendships  so 
please  write,  James  A.  Burns  #152-312, 

I  P.O.  Box  45699,  Lucasville,  OH  45699. 

(Very,  very  lonely  and  would  like  to  try  to 

(arrange  some  type  of  decent,  respect- 
[able  correspondence  with  other  gays  or 
(anyone  who  might  be  interested.  Jessie 
I  Floyd,  38128,  P.O.  Box  1100,  Apt.  #1306, 
(Avon  Park,  FL  33825. _ II 

| Will  welcome  sincere  letters  from 

Imembers  of  the  gay  community.  I’m 
[athletic,  good  looking  and  lonely.  If  you 
| care  please  write.  David  A.  Cook 
|#045297-H-15,  P.O.  Box  488,  Polk  City, 
FL  33868. 

I’m  interested  in  writing  to  others  while 
I’m  here,  so  I’ll  be  looking  forward  to 
I  hearing  from  you  as  soon  as  you  decide 
Ito  write.  Thomas  COTHERN,  Camp 
|///25  W45750,  Parchman,  MS  38738. 

I'm  looking  for  a  little  correspondence 
|  with  anyone  out  there  in  the  free  world. 

love  music  and  to  read.  I’ll  answer  all 
[letters.  Donald  SHAW  156-137,  15802 
I  RT  104,  Chillicothe,  OH  45601. _ 

■  This  place  is  the  pits./The  mailman  ig- 
(  nores  me./My  teddy  bear  has  a  head- 
lache./And  I  got  no  one  to  talk  to.  Wil- 
I  lard  SHAW,  Jr.  ///32321/STU,  Box  900, 
[Jefferson  City,  MO  65102. 

j  I'm  a  fictional  short-story  writer  and 

I  also  write  poetry.  I'd  like  to  correspond 
[with  people  interested  in  making  sin- 
Icere  friendships  only.  P.L.  SCHMIDT 

I  ff/28939,  Box  900,  Jefferson  City,  MO 

[65102. _ 

| I’m  AC/DC  and  seek  a  gentle,  full  of  en- 
lergy,  mid-30's  gentleman  who  is  also 

■  seeking  companionship  and  knows  the 
[meaning  of  “LIFE,"  and  is  able  to  share 
| it.  David  H,  SILVESTRI,  P.O.  Box  607, 
[Carson  City,  NV  89701. 

I I  don't  have  any  family  or  anyone  else 
[to  write  to.  I  hope  you  can  find  the  kind- 
|  ness  in  your  heart  to  write  to  me  so  that 

I  can  answer.  Harold  Franklin  BROOKE, 
[Box  EH-131178,  Reidsville,  Ga  30499. 

[You  write  me  and  I'll  write  you.  I  am  26 
[and  locked  up,  lonely  too.  Rickie  M.  Le 
[Due,  P.O.  Box  28,  #11279,  Pendleton,  IN 
1 46060. _ 

Jl’m  a  Virgo  seeking  a  lasting  corre- 

[spondence  especially  with  feminine 
[gay  men.  Richard  Leadingham 
(#145-632,  Box  45699,  P.O.  Box  45699, 
j  Lucasville,  OH  45699. 


W£KTY 


“Prisons  are  designed  to  slowly  grate 
away  at  a  person’s  sense  of  identity, 
control,  and  self-respect.  They  accom¬ 
plish  this  through  the  elaborate  carrot  I 
and  stick  game  plan  that  is  established  I 
in  the  institution.  First  they  makell 
people  utterly  dependent  on  the  prison,! 
then  they  make  them  hate  themselves  | 
and  then  teach  them  to  hate  each 
0,*1er-”  Jill  Raymond, 

jailed  for  her  refusal  to  testify  before  a 
federal  grand  jury  in  the  Susan  Saxe 
case. 


I  have  many  interests  and  hope  there 
I  are  other  people  out  there  who  do  too.  I 
want  to  hear  from  all  sexual  minorities; 

I  gay  men,  lesbians,  bisexuals,  transsex- 
I  uals  and  transvestites.  Ronnie  Lee  Bev- 

I  erly,  25330-168-A,  Segregation  Unit  Cell 
1 103,  P.O.  Box  1000,  Lewisburg,  PA 

17837. _ 

|  I'd  like  to  hear  from  someone  out  there 
between  the  ages  of  25  and  45.  I  like 
camping,  music,  nature.  I’ll  be  released 
in  the  summer  of  1982.  Doug  Johnson 
(#98420,  McLeod  Correctional  Center, 
.R.R.  1,  Farris,  OK  74542. _ 

I’m  gay  and  very  interested  in  what’s 
happening  in  the  gay  movement.  I  love 
|  to  write  and  will  answer  anyone  who 
writes  me.  I  need  someone  to  care  I 
about  my  feelings  and  I  will  return  the 
favor  and  care  about  yours.  Maurice  | 
Mucherison  #155609,  P.O.  Box  779,  Mar- 
quette,  Ml  49855. _ 

I I  am  very  lonely  and  have  no  one  in  this  I 
world.  I’m  gay  and  want  to  find  some-  [ 

lone  out  there  to  write  to.  I'll  send  a  pic-  I 
Mure  of  myself.  Arthur  C.  DeLidle 
I A-047157,  P.O.  Box  1100,  Avon  Park,  FL 
(33825. 

'  I  like  soccer,  tennis  and  swimming, 

[  also  football.  Love  rock  music.  I  didn’t  I 
believe  things  could  be  this  bad.  Jeff  L.  I 
Mosley  48429,  Unit  24  Ext.  B-7,  Parch- j 
man,  MS  38738. 


I’d  like  to  find  a  real  friend  to  write  to. 
Are  you  out  there  somewhere?  David 
Hill  293247,  G-Line,  P.O.  Box  16,  Love- 
lady,  TX  75851. _ 

I’ll  be  released  in  one  year.  Need  a| 
friend  to  write  to.  Are  you  he?  Eddiej 
Jemison,  Box  41-15664,  Michigan  City,  I 
IN  46360. _ 

Ohio  prisoner  very  lonely  and  would 
love  to  correspond  with  someone  on 
the  outside  who  can  understand  my 
needs.  Ronald  Banks,  #160-508,  P.O. 
Box  45699,  Lucasville,  OH  45699. 


I  have  four  years  to  go.  Seek  letters  and 
I  smiles  from  people  on  the  outside. 
[James  Stafford,  #88019,  Camp-D 
|  Eagle-1, Angola,  LA  70712. _ 

am  a  female  impersonator;  impris- 
I  oned.  Want  some  pen-pals.  Peaches 
Cooper  #40659-115,  P.O.  Box  1000, 
f  Leavenworth,  KS  66048. 


[Young  artist  looking  for  someone  sin- 1 
(cere  for  lasting  relationship.  Ronald  G.  I 
]  Bozeman  40601-K,  Box  900,  Jefferson  | 
City,  MO  65102. _ __ 

[Child  of  nature  needs  someone  to  bring  I 
frays  of  sunshine  into  a  dark  world.  II 
promise  to  answer  ail  letters.  James  W. 
(Smith  II,  #90563  Camp  D  E-4  ,  Angola, I 
[LA  70712. _ 

don’t  have  anyone  and  nowhere  to  go| 

[when  I’m  out.  I'd  be  grateful  to  anyone] 
| out  there  who  might  care  to  write  me.  | 
|  Phil  Carpenter  #2506-2,  Box  30,  Pendle-| 
I  ton,  IN  46064  17-2C-G. _ 

[Would  love  to  correspond  with  some- 1 

[one  in  hopes  of  building  a  solid  rela-| 
[tionship.  Will  also  make  arrangements] 
[to  be  paroled  to  that  person.  James | 
[Fenstermaker  #158-361,  P.O.  Box  511, | 
[Columbus  OH  43216. _ 

[I’d  like  to  establish  a  relationship  with| 
[someone  who  is  sincere  and  honest] 
land  who  will  write  to  me  as  often  as  l[ 

I  write  to  him.  I’ll  be  released  in  January| 
of  1982.  Larry  E.  Cash  150-946,  P.O.  Box| 

45699,  Lucasville,  OH  45699. _ 

(Will  be  released  in  5  more  months.| 
[Would  like  to  establish  contact  with| 
(“free  world”  gays.  Thomas  Aldy  89938| 
[Camp  D-H-3-R,  Angola,  LA  70712. 

1  Hi!  Want  a  friend?  Write  me.  Donnelll 
[  Richards  78-B-1593,  Box  B,  Dannemora,[ 
NY  12929. 


Boston,  MA  —  Front  Runners  Boston,  gay  and 
lesbian  running  group.  Info:  825-0181'. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  CLub.  Regularly 
scheduled  sports  events  and  general  info  ffs 
for  outdoors  events:  general  # s:  John 
275-1336  and  864-0823;  volleyball  Dee 
266-2147;  swimming  227-5363;  basketball 
236-1914, 


Calendar 
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weekly  events 
Sunday 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehosue  with 
entertainment.  Open  hoot  on  first  Sun.  of  the 
month.  Bring  talents  and  instruments.  355 
Boylston  St.  (chapel  entrance).  Doors  open  at 
7:30pm  and  close  at  8pm.  $2. 

Boston, MA  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of 
New  England.  Second  Sundays.  2pm.  Info: 
(617)  482-6874  or  247-5485. 

Boston,  MA  —  Musically  Speaking.  Women's 
programming  music,  ideas  and  announce¬ 
ments.  Call  Melanie  at  494-8810  with  events 
and  comments.  (WMBR,  88.1FM)  1-4pm. 
Boston,  MA  —  Boston's  Other  Voice.  Weekly 
discussions  of  problems  facing  the  les- 
bian/gay  community.  News,  interviews,  calen¬ 
dar,  music.  10:30pm.  WROR,  98.5FM 

Orleans,  MA  —  Shoreline,  a  gay  social  group 
alternative  to  the  bars  on  Cape  Cod.  Second 
Sundays.  Info:  Box  1614,  Orleans,  MA  02653. 

Acton,  MA  —  Central  Middlesex  Social  Club 
meets  at  7:30pm.  Info:  Call  Joe  at  263-9607.  All 
are  invited. 

Concord,  NH  —  NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men.  First  Sunday  of  the  month.  1-5pm. 
Statewide  political  action  group.  Info:  (603) 
485-3144. 


Northern  VV NH  —  League  of  Gays  (LOGS),  a 
gay  men's  support  group,  meets  on  the  first 
and  third  Sundays  for  business  meeting,  so¬ 
cializing  and  a  meal.  Info:  (802)633-4047  or 
626-3618,  or  write:  Box  703,  St.  Johnsbury  VT 
05819. 


Watertown, MA  —  Parents  and  Friends  of 
Gays  meet  on  the  first  Monday  of  the  month 
at  7:15pm  sharp.  During  July  and  August 
these  meetings  will  be  held  at  249  Watertown 
St.  (Rt.  16).  Info:  542-5188.  Mailing  address: 
PFOG,  40  Cogswell  Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA 
02140. 
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King; 

monday 


Portsmouth,  NH  —  Seacoast  Gay  Men.  7pm. 
Info:  P.O.Box  1394,  Portsmouth  03801. 


Nashua,  NH  —  Meeting  of  Nashua  Area  Gays 
8pm.  Info:  Paul  888-1305,  or  write:  Nashua 
Area  Gays,  P.O.  Box  3472,  Nashua  03061. 

Providence,  Rl  —  Lesbian/Gay  Raps  (MCC) 

751-3322 00  Sl'  7:30pm'  ln,o:  2729247  or 


tuesday 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Tea  Party  2Vi  meets  at 
Dignity,  355  Boylston  St.  7pm.  To  organize  the 
response  of  the  community  to  the  loss  of  our 
liaison  to  the  mayor's  office.  All  interested 
parties  welcome. 

Bridgewater,  MA  —  South  Shore  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Alliance  meets  every  Tuesday.  Info: 
583-8447. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Dis¬ 
cussion  and  social  group.  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  (Harv.  Sq.) 
8pm.  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays.  Info:  661-3633. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Friends  Meeting  at  Cam¬ 
bridge.  Draft  counseling.  Every  Tuesday  at 
3:30  and  7:30pm.  5  Longfellow  Park  (near  Har¬ 
vard  Sq.)  Info:  876-6883. 

Brattleboro,VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Men’s  Coalition  meets  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  the  month  at  the  Common  Ground 
Restaurant,  25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm. 

Uxbridge,  MA  —  Support  and  Discussion 
Group  for  Lesbians.  Eves,  7:30pm.  Info- 
278-5475. 

Hartford,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Task  Force  meets  at  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farm¬ 
ington  Ave.  7pm  (First  Tues.)  Info:  249-7691. 


Wednesday 

Boston,  MA  —  Walk-In  VD  screening  and 
treatment  for  and  by  gay  men.  6:30-8pm.  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center,  16  Haviland 
St.  (near  Auditorium  stop).  267-7573. 

Hyannls,  MA  —  Lesbian  Support  Group  meets 
first  Wed,  of  every  month.  7:30pm.  New 
members  welcome.  Orientation,  social 
meetings.  Warren  Women's  Center,  298  Main 
St.  Info:  771-6739. 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advo¬ 
cates  (LAGMA)  meeting.  7:30-9:30pm.  New1 
members  welcome.  Help  make  the  media, 
more  responsive  to  our  needs.  Info:  542-5679;, 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  35 +, 
women's  discussion  and  social  group.  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
8pm.  Second  Wed.  and  last  Fri.  of  each 
month. 

Lynn,  MA  —  North  Shore  Gay  AA  weekly 
meeting.  Lynn  Community  Health  Center,  86 
Lafayette  Park.  7pm.  Info:  599-5928 

Providence,  HI  —  Transvestite/transsexual 
meetings.  8pm.  Info:  272-9247. 

Hampden  County, MA  —  Social/Support 
Group  for  Lesbians.  8pm.  lnfo:Debbie 
532-5878  or  Julie  532-4959. 


RING!* 

thursday 

Boston,  MA  —  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS. 
COME  HELP  PROOFREAD  AND  LAYOUT 
NEXT  WEEK’S  PAPER!  NO  EXPERIENCE 
NECESSARY  (SO  TO  SPEAK).  PROOF¬ 
READING  BEGINS  B-ISH  AND  LAYOUT 
ABOUT  8:30.  REFRESHMENTS  AND  GOOD 
TIMES!  22  BROMFIELD  ST.  (NEAR  PARK  ST.) 
INFO:  226-4469 

Boston,  MA  —  The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Focus  of 
PAM.  (People's  Antiwar  Mobilization)  meets 
every  Thurday  from  7-9pm  at  the  PAM  office  in 
the  Freedom  Center,  355  Boylston  St. 

Info:  424-1176. 


Boston,  MA  —  The  Mass.  Gay  Political  Cau¬ 
cus  meets  on  the  2nd  and  4th  Thursdays  at 
7:30pm.  755  Boylston  St.  #215.  New  members 
welcome.  Info:  471-8404. 

Northampton,  MA  —  Pioneer  Valley  Gay 
People's  Alliance  is  now  forming.  Meetings 
on  first  and  third  Thursdays  at  the  Unitarian 
Society,  220  Main  St.  7:30pm.  Info:  (413) 
586-5979. 


Worcester,  MA  —  "Straight  Talk  About  Gays", 
a  free  form  radio  show  with  news,  announce¬ 
ments,  music,  poetry,  In-depth  interviews  and 
raps.  8:15pm.  WCUW,  91.3FM. 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay 
History  Proje'ct.  7:30pm.  Info:  426-7351. 

Cambridge,  Mm  Lesbians  with  children. 
Support  group.  8-iupm.  Cambridge  Women's 
Center,  48  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Liberation.  A 
leaderless  support  group  meeting  every 
Thursday  from  8-10pm.  Newcomers  welcome. 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

Boston,  MA  —  NU  Lambda,  Northeastern's 
social/support  group  for  lesbians  and  gay 
men  and  their  friends,  meets  every  Thursday 
at  266  Ell  Center.  7m. 

New  London,  CT  —  Lesbian  and  Gay 
community  at  Connecticut  College  weekly 
meeting.  Discussion,  planning  and  outreach 
9pm.  Fanning  Hall  Rm  412.  INfo:  442-7458. 

KINO!'.  RING.'/ 

f  rid  ay 

Boston,  MA  —  Q AY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
ALWAYS  NEEDS  HELP  SENDING  OUT  THE 
PAPER  ON  FRIDAY  EVENINGS.  COME  BY 
FOR  A  FEW  HOURS  ANY  TIME  AFTER  6  AND 
LEND  A  HAND.  REFRESHMENTS  AND  GOOD 
TIMES!  EVERY  BODY  WELL  COME!  22 
BROMFIELD  ST.  (NEAR  PARK  ST.  T  STOP). 
INFO:  426-4469.  THANKS! 

Hartford,  CT  —  Your  Turf,  a  weekly  drop-in 
center  for  lesbian  and  gay  teenagers.  7-9pm  at 
the  Hill  Center,  350  Farmington  Ave. 
(upstairs).  Sponsored  by  the  Coalition  of  Sex¬ 
ual  Minorities. 

Pittsfield,  MA  —  Weekly  meetings  of 
Lesbians  United.  Info:  Women's  Services  cen-. 
ter,  499-2425. 

Concord,  NH  —  Central  New  Hampshire 
Men's  Support  Group.  Meets  every  Friday  eve 
at  67  Thorndike  St.  Info:  Joe  224-6931. 


coming  events 

RING  n  »  n  I  II  ill 

Boston,  MA  —  A  Lesbian  Celebration  of  our 
Past,  Present  and  Future,  featuring  Rita  Mae 
Brown,  Beverly  Smith,  singers,  poets,  slides 
and  more!  FEB.  13.  $7.50  in  advance.  First 
Annual  Oasis  Award  Event.  Oasis,  355  Boyl- 
ltoru 7gnrJjckets  at  New  Words. 

dec  7  mon 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Women's  Alcoholism 
Program  is  sponsoring  a  film  series  for  those 
interested  in  learning  more  about  alcoholism. 
69  Putnam  Ave.  7-8:30pm.  FREE.  Info:  864- 
1634. 


8  tues 

Boston,  MA  —  The  Cauldron  Experimental 
Theater  Collective  meets  every  other  Tuesday 
at  7:20  for  scheduling,  grant-writing  and 
support.  For  more  info  call  542-8575  (and 
leave  message  if  no  one  is  there). 

Saiem,  MA  —  "Gays,  lesbians  and  parents,"  a 
discussion  with  members  of  parents  and 
Friends  of  Gays  sponsored  by  the  North 
Shore  Lesbian  and  Gay  Alliance.  Grace  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  385  Essex  St.  7:30pm. 


9  wed 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  Debbie  Fier,  spices  of 
jazz  and  heartfelt  melodies.  355  Boylston  St. 
(at  Arlington).  Doors  open  at  7:30  and  close  at 
8.  $3.  Wed.  eve  is  for  women  only. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Women’s  Center  Introduc¬ 
tory  Informal  Discussions.  Tonight: 
gay/straight  relations.  46  Pleasant  St.  8pm.  All 
women  welcome.  Info:  354-8807. 


10  thurs 

Boston,  MA  —  GCN  PROOFREADING  AND 
LAYOUT.  HELP!  SEE  THURSDAYS  ABOVE 
FOR  DETAILS. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Jane  Gapen  will  read  from 
her  new  book,  Something  Not  Yet  Ended,  at 
New  Words  Bookstore,  186  Hampshire  St. 
7:30pm.  Info:  876-5310. 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffehouse  with  enter¬ 
tainment.  Tonight:  Angela  Ocallaghan, 
original  wimmins  and  Irish  music.  355 
Boylston  St.  (at  Arlington).  Dooifs  open  at 
7:30pm  and  close  at  8.  $3.  Every  body  well 
come. 


KING,1!/ 

11  fri 


Boston,  MA  —  GCN  VOLUNTEER  NIGHT.  V 
NEED  HELP!  COME  SEND  OUT  THE  PAPE 
HAVE  SOME  REFRESHMENTS  AND  GOC 
TIMES.  SEE  FRIDAYS  ABOVE  FOR  DETAIL 
THANKS. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  “Maedchen  in  Uniform," 
considered  the  cornerstone  in  lesbian 
cinema,  is  the  story  of  the  relationship 
between  a  student  and  her  teacher.  The  theme 
of  sexual  liberation  Is  woven  with  the  larger 
anti-authoritarian  and  anti-militaristic 
struggles.  Tonight  thru  Sun.  7:30pm.  Red- 
book,  136  River  St.  (Central  Sq.).  $2.  Info: 
491-6930. 

Boston,  MA  —  Cauldron  Experimental 
Theater  presents  “Re  member  De  cembrr," 
new  performance  pieces  on  gaymale  sexual¬ 
ity.  Tonight  and  tomorrow,  8:30pm.  22  Ran¬ 
dolph  St.  (near  Dover  T  stop,  near  Harrison). 
*3. 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with  en¬ 
tertainment.  Tonight:  Roger  Vine  and  Joe 
Williams,  a  classical  event/piano  concert.  355 
Boylston  St.  (at  Arlington  St.).  Doors  open  at 
7:30pm  and  close  at  8.  $5.  Every  body  well 
come! 


12  sat 

Boston,  MA  —  Cauldron  Experimental 
Theater.  See  11  Fri.  above. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  "Maedchen  In  Uniform," 
classic  lesbian  film.  See  11  fri  above. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Working  Papers  magazine 
presents  Barney  Frank,  I.  F.  Stone  and  others 
In  a  teach-in  entitled  Beyond  Reagan  —  other 
visions  of  America.  Harvard  Kennedy  School 
of  Gov’t,  79  Boylston.  10am  to  9pm.  Info: 
■547-4474.  (At  7:30pm  there  will  be  a  debate 
between  Barney  Frank  and  William  Niskanen 
of  the  President’s  Council  of  Economic  Ad¬ 
visors.) 


Boston,  MA  —  Greyfather  Studio  and  B.U. 
Women's  Center  present  Ginni  Clemmens  in 
concert  with  former  New  Harmony  Sisterhood 
Band  members  at  Morse  Aud.,  602  Comm. 
Ave.  $6.50.  Wheelchair  accessible.  Info: 
254-6307  (eves). 

Cambridge,  MA  —  National  Lawyers  Guild 
Fundraiser/PartyfDance.  58  Amory  St.  $2. 
8pm.  Info:  542-5415. 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  Sherry  Pedone,  blue- 
grass,  folk,  country.  355  Boylston  St.  (at  Arl¬ 
ington).  Doors  open  at  7:30pm  and  close  at  8. 
$3.  Every  body  well  come. 

13  sun 

Cambridge,  MA  —  "Maedchen  in  Uniform,” 
classic- lesbian  film.  See  11  fri  above 
Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Japan  Trip 
Pictures.  Info:  Bliss  (603)  883-5583. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Premier  screening  of  a  new 
documentary  film:  Pink  Triangle:  A  study  of 
prejudice  against  lesbians  and  gay  men.  To 
benefit  the  Gay  Community  News  and  the  Gay 
Speakers  Bureau.  The  film  was  made  by  local 
activists  and  filmmakers.  Harvard  Science 
Center,  Aud.  B,  7pm  and  9pm.  $3.  Info: 
354-3677. 

14  mon 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Women’s  Alcoholism 
Program.  See  7  mon  above. 

1 5  tues 

Boston,  MA  —  GCN  monthly  membership 
meeting.  22  Bromfleld  St.  6:30pm.  Another 
barnburner.  Come  light  your  fire  (as  it  were). 


The  deadline  for  Calendar  Items  is  Tuesday  at  noon  for  the  following  issue 


